
  1 
 
                                        Languages, Documentation and Information Management Division 
                                        Official Documents and Records Section 
                                        February 2013 
 
 

DOCUMENTS FOR MEETINGS – GUIDE 

 

This module, available from the Home Page of Documents Online, is a calendar of WTO 

official formal and informal meetings and allows you to consult documents relating to 

specific meetings and to copy them to your computer.  

 

Documents for Meetings can be accessed via this URL: 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Browse/FE_B_003.aspx 

 

If you access Documents for Meetings without entering your user ID and password for 

Documents Online, you will only have access to formal meetings with public document 

associations. If, however, you log on with your password, you will have full access to all 

meetings and documents, both public and restricted.  

 

Documents for meetings provide a permanent record of meetings from 2003 onwards. 

 

Using Documents for Meetings 

 

 When you click on the link to Documents for Meetings from the Documents Online 

Home Page, a search mask opens presenting you with a default date selection – 

the current month/year: 

 

 
 

If you click immediately on , all meetings for the current month will be 

displayed in chronological order, sorted alphabetically by meeting name.  

 

 You can make your search more specific by choosing a topic from the drop-down 

list. This search is for Agriculture meetings from July 2011 – July 2012: 

 

 
 

   

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Browse/FE_B_003.aspx
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Click on   to display the list of meetings that correspond to this search: 

 

 
 

 

 In the list of meetings displayed, meeting names that have documents associated 

to them appear as clickable hyperlinks: 

 

 
 

These meetings also have a download icon beside them on the right of the screen:     

 

If you click on this icon, all the documents associated to that meeting will be 

automatcially compressed in a file for you to copy to your computer. You will be 

prompted to open or save the file: 

 

 
 

The compressed file contains the following: 

 

                  
 

Since you are in the English language interface of Documents for Meetings, the 

English documents associated to the selected meeting are copied into a directory 

called ENGLISH. An index file providing summary details of the files in this directory is 

also included: 
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In the File column of this index on the right, there is a hyperlink to the copy of the 

document that has been transferred to your computer. The link will become active only 

when you have extracted these documents. To extract them, double click on the 

ENGLISH directory to open it and then click on the Extract all files option that appears 

at the top of the screen: 

 

 
 

 Returning to the list of meetings displayed as a result of your search1: 

 

 
 

 

 

Click on a meeting name with a hyperlink to display all of  the documents relating to that 

meeting on screen. Note that the name and the date of the meeting selected appear at 

the top of the page: 

 

 

 
 

 

The documents are ordered in the standard Documents Online display, with the latest 

documents appearing first. You can view each document in html format by clicking on 

                                                      
1
 The full functionality of the Document Search and Results interface is described in All document 

search. 
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the symbol or alternatively, you can consult the PDF version of a document by clicking 

on English or French or Spanish. 

   

 Documents can be checked individually for copying to your computer. Check the 

document(s) you want to copy and then click on  : 

 

 
 

The checked documents will be copied to your computer in a compressed file when you 

click on . Alternatively click on All English and/or All French and/or 

All Spanish to override your selection and copy all documents retrieved. 

 

 Returning to the list of meetings displayed as a result of your search: 

 

 
 

 

 

The left panel display provides you with a means of filtering the results of your meeting 

search. The default filter is by Topic – in the case of our search, Agriculture. If you click 

on the button to the left of Agriculture, the meetings are futher filtered by Year. Clicking 

on 2011 for which there are 6 meetings, will refresh the main display to the right of the 

panel to show only meetings for 2011: 

 

 
 

 

A second display option exists for the left panel, by Dates. This will filter the search 

results by year and by month: 
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Please note the following: 

 

 

 The Minutes and/or Report(s) corresponding to an official meeting are prepared 

and distributed by the Secretariat after the meeting has taken place. When they 

become available, these documents are associated to their respective meeting in 

order to make the record as complete as possible. 

 

 Documents for Meetings makes available two types of documents:  those with a 

symbol (WT/L/76, G/ADP/M/14 , etc.) and unofficial documents -  those which do 

not have an official symbol. These are identifed as RD/… documents and are 

sorted by topic : RD/AG/… for agriculture, RD/TPR/… for Trade Policy, etc. 

These documents can be in any format – WORD, PDF, XLS, PPT, MDB. 

 

 If, for example, you are searching in the English interface, occasionally you will 

find French or Spanish documents posted in your results display. This happens 

only when a document associated to a meeting does not yet exist in an English 

translation and either the French or the Spanish version is included to inform you 

of the existence of the document: 

 

 
 

 

If you copy the documents for such a meeting to your computer, you will find 

additional language directories in your compressed file – in the above example, 

ENGLISH and FRENCH. 

 

 

 


