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1.
The Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade held its third meeting on
19 June".l980.
2.

The agenda of the meeting was as follows:
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3.
In opening the meeting, the Chairman welcomed Singapore and Spain as new
signatories to the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade on behalf of the
Committee.
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A.

7.. .

Requests for observer status

k.
The Chairman informed the meeting that requests for observer status had
been received from Thailand and from the European Free Trade Association.
He also said that, as agreed at the last meeting, he had consulted with
Mexico on behalf of certain delegations and that Mexico had indicated that
it had been an active participant in the negotiation of the Agreement and
had a continuing interest in following the proceedings of the Committee.
5.
The representative of the United States stated that his authorities
were still consulting with Mexico on its requests for observer status in
various committees. Pending the outcome of these consultations, they could
agree to inviting Mexico to observe this meeting of the Committee while
reserving the right to return to the matter at a subsequent meeting.
6.
The Committee agreed to invite Thailand as an observer and to invite
Mexico to observe its present meeting.
7.
Regarding EFTA's request, the Chairman noted that delegations needed
time to reflect on the matter and that the Committee would revert to it at
a future meeting.
B.

Statements on implementation and administration of the Agreement

8.
The Chairman indicated that since the last meeting additional statements
had been received from four signatories. These had been circulated in
TBT/l/Addenda 7 to 10. He invited the members of the Committee which had
not circulated statements to give information orally on their implementation
plans including, as relevant, the status of their ratification procedures.
9.
The representative of Austria said his delegation would endeavour to
provide a written statement in the near future. The representative of
Spain said his authorities were taking the necessary steps to ratify and
implement the Agreement and he hoped his delegation would soon be in a
position to submit the information and notifications required under the
Agreement. The representative of Switzerland indicated that on a provisional
basis the administration of the Agreement had been entrusted to the
Federal Office of Economic Affairs which had circulated the relevant
documentation to the agencies concerned and hoped to be able to report
shortly on standardization activities in Switzerland. A special working
party had been established to work out a notification system. It had come
to the conclusion that a new ordinance of the Federal Council was necessary
to put the scheme into operation: such an ordinance was expected to be
ready by early fall. It was hoped that by that time all institutions and
bodies necessary for the administration of the Agreement would be in place.
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In the meantime the competent "body was the Federal Office of Economic Affairs.
The representative of Hungary indicated that the Agreement had entered into
force on 31 May 1980 for his country. He hoped to he soon in a position to
notify all the measures taken to fully implement and administer the
Agreement.
10. The representative of Belgium said he had just given the text of the
Belgian statement to the secretariat for circulation to the Committee. The
representative of Ireland stated that Ireland was about to circulate a
statement on implementation and administration. The representative of
Italy said the Agreement had been applied in his country since 1 January 1980.
The Italian statement on implementation would be circulated in a few days.
The representative of the Federal Republic of Germany said the implementation
procedures were completed in his country and that these would be notified
in a few weeks. In the meantime the Agreement was being applied de facto.
The representative of the Netherlands said his delegation would be ready
to circulate a statement in the next few weeks. Parliamentary procedures
for ratification were well under way and would hopefully be completed before
the summer recess. In the meantime, the Agreement was being applied
de facto and his Government had already taken a number of implementing
measures. The representative of Denmark indicated that he hoped he would
soon be able to inform the Committee of Danish implementation procedures a
which were already well under way. The representative of France said
hi# Government attached great importance to the objectives of the
Agreement.
It had for a long time followed liberal policies and
participated actively in international standardization
efforts.
France had recently taken initiatives in the
field o f mutual recognition of tests-. The French mark of conformity
* ':.
with French standards, i.e. the mark :NF", covering more than sixty
categories of industrial products had been open to foreign producers for
several years. For all these reasons, it had not been necessary to take
special legislative action to apply the Agreement in his country. While
the French Foreign Ministry would be responsible for co-ordinating the
implementation of the various MTN Agreements, the technical administration
of this Agreement would be carried out by the interministerial Standards
Office (Commissariat à la normalisation). The central enquiry point on
technical regulations and standards would be established within AFNOR, the
French Standardization Association. AFNOR was already in a position to
provide information on French standards and on a large number of technical
regulations. The activation of these arrangements required solving certain
financial and administrative problems, but the French authorities expected
that this could be achieved shortly and that they would be in a position
to submit a written statement within the next few weeks.

