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ELEVENTH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

Report by the Chairman, Stuart Harbinson, to the Trade Negotiations Committee

1. As agreed by the Trade Negotiations Committee (TN/C/M/1), the Special Session of the
Committee on Agriculture, which was established by the General Council (WT/GC/M/53), is
pursuing negotiations under paragraphs 13, 14 and other relevant provisions of the Doha Ministerial
Declaration and held its eleventh meeting on 26 March 2002.

2. The agenda as set out in WTO/AIR/1746 was adopted.

3. Mr Stuart Harbinson of Hong Kong, China was elected Chairman of the Special Session of
the Committee on Agriculture.

4. The Committee adopted the attached programme for the period March 2002 to March 2003
under paragraphs 13 and 14 of the Doha Development Agenda.

5. The planned dates for the next informal meeting are 17-19 June and the next formal meeting
will be on 20 June 2002.
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Attachment

Programme March 2002 – March 2003 under Paragraphs 13 and 14
of the Doha Development Agenda

Special Session Committee on Agriculture
26 March 2002

The negotiations under this programme shall build on the negotiating proposals and submissions
worked on by participants over the last two years and shall be based on paragraphs 13, 14 and the
other relevant provisions of the Doha Ministerial Declaration.

The negotiations shall be conducted in accordance with the following schedule:

(i) Informal Special Session 17-19 June 2002, Formal Special Session 20 June 2002:  Export
Competition (including export restrictions) – Technical elaboration of detailed possible
modalities, including rules-related elements.

(ii) Informal Special Session 2-3 September 2002, Formal Special Session 4 September 2002:
Market Access – Technical elaboration of detailed possible modalities, including rules-related
elements.

(iii) Informal Special Session 23-25 September 2002, Formal Special Session 27 September 2002*:
Domestic Support – Technical elaboration of detailed possible modalities, including rules-
related elements.

(iv) Informal Special Session 18-20 November 2002, Formal Special Session 22 November 2002*:
Matters that require follow-up from previous meetings.

(v) Informal/Formal Special Session 22-24 January 2003:  Comprehensive and substantive review
of possible modalities, including rules-related elements.  This review will take place on the
basis of an overview paper to be prepared by the Chairperson and to be circulated by
18 December 2002.

(vi) Informal/Formal Special Session 24-28 February 2003:  Consideration of the first draft of
modalities for further commitments.  (Draft to be prepared and circulated in advance of the
Special Session.)

(vii) Informal/Formal Special Session meetings 25-31 March 2003*:  Establishment of modalities as
a basis for the subsequent submission of comprehensive draft schedules.  (Draft to be prepared
and circulated in advance of this Special Session.)

In accordance with paragraph 13 of the Doha Ministerial Declaration special and differential
treatment for developing countries shall be an integral part of all elements of the negotiations under
this programme.  Non-trade concerns will be taken into account in these negotiations as provided for
in the Declaration.

The Chairperson will report to the formal Special Session meetings on the work undertaken in the
Informal Special Session and to the TNC on each Formal Special Session meeting.

It is also understood that throughout the period covered by this programme the Special Sessions will
be complemented by informal consultations, including consultations between Members and
consultations under the direction of the Chairperson.  The issues to be taken up in these consultations
will not necessarily follow the order set out above in the programme of meetings.  As for the
consultations by the Chairperson due regard will be given to sufficient advance notice, to transparency
and to the schedule of meetings in other WTO bodies.

__________

                                                     
* Meetings held in the same week as regular meetings of the Committee on Agriculture.


