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The following statement under Article 15.2 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade has been received from the Republic of the Fiji Islands
_______________

I. relevant laws and regulations
1. The circulation of the WTO Agreement, including the TBT Agreement, to all governmental and statutory bodies requires them to comply with its principles and provisions. 

2. The Trade Standards Quality Control Office established under the Trade Standards and Quality Control Decree 1992 is a division of the Department of Fair Trading and Consumer Affairs of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.  It is charged with the responsibility of preparing, framing, modifying or amending Standards specifications on the direction of the Minister of Commerce and Industry, who receives advice from the Trade Standards Advisory Council.  The National Trade Measurement Office is another division of the Department.  The Minister may declare standards specifications as mandatory.  The Trade Measurement division is responsible for administering the National and Trade Measurement Decree 1989 and its Regulations and is responsible for testing and certifying measurement devices used for trade.
II. transparency
A. Publications
3. Fiji publishes notices of draft technical regulations and standards in the local daily newspapers (i.e. The Fiji Times, or Fiji Daily Post or The Fiji Sun) for the information of the general public and stakeholders.  
4. Fiji publishes the adopted technical regulations and standards in the Fiji Islands Gazette as part of the requirement of the Trade Standards and Quality Control Decree.  This is then published in the dailies for public information.  All the technical regulations and standards are posted on the Fiji Standards website www.pasc.standards.org.au. 
B. Time Allowed for Comments

5. In accordance to the WTO/TBT requirement, at least 60 days is allowed to stakeholders to provide comments on draft technical regulations.    

6. All notices of comments for the draft technical regulations and standards are published in the newspapers as mentioned in para. 3 and notices are also circulated directly to relevant stakeholders, either through the relevant Sub-Committees of the Trade Standards Advisory Council or through letters.

C. Enquiry Point
7. The Fiji Trade Standards and Quality Control Office (FTSQCO) is the TBT Enquiry Point:
Fiji Trade Standards and Quality Control Office

P. O. Box 2118 Government Buildings

Suva

The Republic of the Fiji Islands

Phone:

(+679) 330 5411

Fax:

(+679) 330 2617

Email:

ssharma006@govnet.gov.fj

Website: 
www.pasc.standards.org.au
Contact person: Ms Seema Sharma

Position: 
Senior Economic Planning Officer

__________
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