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UNILATERAL MEASURES RELATING TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC: 
MEASURES TO FACILITATE THE IMPORTATION OF VITALMEDICAL SUPPLIES 

COMMUNICATION FROM AUSTRALIA 

The following communication, dated 1 May 2020, has been circulated at the request of the delegation 

of Australia. 

 
_______________ 

 

 

1. Australia wishes to notify World Trade Organization Members of a unilateral trade-facilitative 
measure introduced in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

2. Australia has introduced a temporary tariff concession measure to facilitate the importation of 
certain goods required to manage the crisis created by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

3. The measure was published on 1 May 2020 in Australian Customs Notice Number 2020/20. The 
measure will be in place until 31 July 2020, with refunds available for customs duty paid on 

prescribed goods imported from 1 February 2020. The measure may be extended following a review. 

 
4. Australian Customs Notice Number 2020/20 provides further details, including the type of 

products covered by the measure.  The notice can be accessed at: https://www.abf.gov.au/help-

and-support-subsite/CustomsNotices/2020-20.pdf (also reproduced in the Annex1). 
 

5. Australia encourages other Members to adopt similar trade-facilitative measures to support the 

global response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  

 
1 In English only. 

https://www.abf.gov.au/help-and-support-subsite/CustomsNotices/2020-20.pdf
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