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Australia's 2021 new and full notification provides details on federal programs and state/territory 

programs for financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21 (the financial year being from 1 July to 
30 June). 

In some cases, it is arguable whether these programs are specific within the meaning of the 
Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures. 

Programs are included for the sake of transparency and without prejudice to the legal status, effects 
or nature of the measures under the WTO Agreement. 
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FEDERAL PROGRAMMES 

1. AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMMES 

1.1  Pest Animal and Weed Management in Drought-affected Areas 

 Title of the subsidy 

Pest Animal and Weed Management in Drought-affected Areas. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Australian Government is providing AUD 10 million in funding over four years from 2019/20 to 
2020/21. The funding is being provided to states to administer programs and projects that will 

improve pest animal and weed management in drought-affected areas. The funding will support 
activities that will reduce weed incursions and reduce total grazing pressure and predation of 
livestock due to pest animals. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

On 9 May 2015 this measure was announced. Formal arrangements for administering the funding is 
through a Project Agreement between the Commonwealth and relevant states with the authority 

under the Intergovernmental Agreement on Federal Financial Relations. The Project Agreement is in 
effect from 1 July 2015 to 30 December 2021. Although they are not required to do so some states 
have decided to provide funding for their programs. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Payments are made from The Treasury to relevant state treasuries. Funds are then dispersed by the 

states through their pest animal and weed management programs to successful applicants. 
Successful applicants receive a grant to carry out their pest animal and weed management activities 
and projects. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Landholders must apply for grants through state based pest animal and weed management 
programs. Grants are only provided to landholders in areas experiencing extended dry conditions. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total expenditure was AUD 10million in 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Duration 

2015/16 to 2020/21. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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1.2  Farm Household Allowance 

 Title of the subsidy 

Farm Household Allowance (FHA). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

FHA is a time limited program (up to three cumulative years) that helps farmers and farmers' 

partners in hardship cope with financial pressures. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The subsidy is authorised under the Farm Household Support Act 2014. It replaced the Exceptional 
Circumstances Relief Payment. 

On 27 September 2019, the Australian Government announced a simplification of the FHA application 
process and key policy settings, in response to an independent FHA review that was undertaken in 

2018. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The FHA payment is designed to ensure that farmers suffering hardship due to climatic conditions 
are able to access social security payments (equivalent to non-farmers) with a more generous asset 
test. The payment is not designed to support farm activities. 

The subsidy comprises: 

• income support for up to three cumulative years 
• one-on-one case support 

• an activity supplement for planning and training for long-term financial improvements 
• access to ancillary benefits, including a healthcare card, rent assistance, and 

pharmaceutical, telephone and remote area allowances. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The subsidy is available to eligible farmers and farmers' partners. The income support component is 
provided through fortnightly electronic funds transfers to the FHA recipient's nominated bank 

account. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The level of subsidy mirrors that for the Newstart and Youth Allowance programs. However the rate 
payable depends on the recipient's circumstances, for example if the recipient is single or partnered 
or has children. As at August 2019, the maximum total payment per fortnight a recipient can receive 

is AUD 601.10 and up to a lifetime limit of AUD 10,000 to pay for activities to help improve their 
financial position. It is possible a recipient may receive less than the maximum amount payable per 
fortnight due to other factors, such as their level of off-farm income. 

 Duration 

FHA has been operating since 1 July 2014. It is an open-ended program. 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/drought/assistance/farm-household-allowance/review
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

1.3  Innovative Agricultural Trials in the Indian Ocean Territories (IOT) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Innovative Agricultural Trials in the Indian Ocean Territories (IOT) grant round. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2021/22, 2022/23. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The program will support small-scale farming trials on Christmas Island and Cocos (Keeling) Island 

over two years (2021/22 to 2022/23). The trials aim to identify the types of crops and agricultural 
techniques that could be adopted in Christmas Island and Cocos (Keeling) Islands. This will 
encourage greater self-sufficiency and food security for the region, and support the development of 
an agriculture industry by increasing local skills and knowledge of horticultural techniques. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Innovative Agricultural Trials in the Indian Ocean Territories (IOT) was announced as part of the 

Indian Ocean Territories Economic Diversification strategy in the 2021 Budget. 

 Form of the subsidy 

This is a single grant round. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

As the guidelines for this program have not been finalised, the grant recipients have yet to be 
identified. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Innovative Agricultural Trials in the IOT grant amount will be up to 100% of eligible project 
expenditure, to a maximum grant amount of AUD 250,000. The proponent is responsible for the 
remaining eligible project expenditure plus any ineligible expenditure, and must provide an in-kind 

contribution to the project, which can include staff salaries. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Innovative Agricultural Trials in the IOT grant funding will cease in FY 2022/23. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

2  ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMMES 

2.1  Sustainable Rural Water Use and Infrastructure Program 

The Sustainable Rural Water Use and Infrastructure Program (SRWUIP) is an AUD 10 billion national 
program investing in rural water use, management and efficiency, including improved water 
knowledge and market reform, and water purchase for the environment. It consists of three main 
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components: irrigation infrastructure projects (including those projects listed below); water 
purchase and supply measures. The majority of SRWUIP infrastructure funds are committed to 
projects in the Murray-Darling Basin to support implementation of the Basin Plan and the reduction 
in the amount of water that can be extracted or taken annually from the Basin for consumptive use 

(urban, industrial and agricultural). A number of programs are aimed at improving the operation of 

off-farm irrigation delivery systems and helping irrigators improve on-farm water use efficiency. In 
return for funding, the water savings generated from these projects are shared between the 

Australian Government for environmental use, and irrigators for consumptive use. 

(i) PRIVATE IRRIGATION INFRASTRUCTURE OPERATORS PROGRAM FOR NEW SOUTH WALES 

 Title of Subsidy 

Private Irrigation Infrastructure Operators Program for New South Wales. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

This Commonwealth-led competitive grant program is recovering water entitlements resulting from 
water savings generated from eligible infrastructure upgrade projects by private irrigation 
infrastructure operators. These projects improve the efficiency and productivity of water use and 

management, both off and on-farm, helping to secure a sustainable future for irrigation 
communities. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

This AUD 750 million Commonwealth-led program is funded under the Sustainable Rural Water Use 
and Infrastructure Program. The program is a major element of the Inter-Governmental Agreement 
on Murray-Darling Basin Reform signed in July 2008. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding is provided through a funding agreement between the Commonwealth and the Irrigation 

Infrastructure Operators. A comprehensive assessment process is undertaken for all projects prior 
to the approval of government funding. Water savings achieved through this program are transferred 
to the Commonwealth and are contributing towards 'bridging the gap' to the new Sustainable 

Diversion Limits under the Murray Darling Basin Plan. The water savings are delivered to the 
Commonwealth via a Water Transfer Contract between the water entitlement holder and the 
Commonwealth. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding is provided through a funding agreement between the Commonwealth and the Private 
Irrigation Infrastructure Operators. Three public calls for applications have been conducted. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

This is a AUD 917 million program, over three rounds. Successful private irrigator infrastructure 

operator applicants have received funding of between AUD 1 million and AUD 170 million for water 
efficiency infrastructure works. It should be noted that as part of the grant requirements, a portion 

of the project water savings in the form of water entitlements are transferred to the Commonwealth 

for environmental use. 
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Actual Expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

2.5 3 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Round 1 of the program opened on 19 June 2009. The program has funding to 2020/21. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

(ii) QUEENSLAND HEALTHY HEADWATER WATER USE AND EFFICIENCY PROGRAM 

 Title of Subsidy 

Queensland Healthy Headwater Water Use and Efficiency Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2017/18 and 2018/19. This program ended in September 2019. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

This State-led competitive grant program is recovering water savings generated from eligible 
irrigation infrastructure projects undertaken by individual irrigators. These projects improve the 
efficiency and productivity of water use and management, both off and on-farm, helping to secure 

a sustainable future for irrigation communities. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

This AUD 155 million State-led program is funded under the Sustainable Rural Water Use and 
Infrastructure Program. The program is an element of the July 2008 Inter-Governmental Agreement 
on Murray-Darling Basin Reform. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding is provided through a Funding Agreement between the Commonwealth and the Queensland 
Government. The Queensland Government then enters into a funding agreement with the successful 

program applicants. A comprehensive assessment process is undertaken for all projects prior to the 
approval of government funding. Water savings achieved through this program as a result of the 
infrastructure improvements and transferred to the Commonwealth are contributing towards 

'bridging the gap' to the new Sustainable Diversion Limits under the Murray Darling Basin Plan. They 
are delivered to the Commonwealth via a Water Transfer Contract between the water entitlement 
holder and the Commonwealth. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding is provided through a Funding Agreement between the Commonwealth and the 
Queensland Government. Following a public call for applications and their assessment, the 

Queensland Government then enters into a funding agreement with successful individual irrigators. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

This is a AUD 155 million program. As at 30 June 2017, 12 rounds have been conducted. It should 
be noted that as part of the grant requirement, a portion of the project water savings are transferred 
to the Commonwealth for environmental use. 
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Actual Expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

0.22 NA 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Round 1 of the program opened in 1 June 2010. The program ended in September 2019. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

(iii) GOULBURN MURRAY WATER CONNECTION PROJECT STAGE 2 

 Title of Subsidy 

Goulburn Murray Water Connection Project Stage 2 (Formerly Northern Victoria Irrigation Renewal 
Program Stage 2). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

This State-led competitive grant program addresses water efficiency in both the delivery system and 
user connections in the Goulburn-Murray Irrigation district with 102 gigalitres (long term average 

annual yield) of project water savings transferred to the Commonwealth. The funding agreement 
provides for a connection/reconnection/disconnection of individual irrigators to a "backbone" 
irrigation delivery system with a share of the water savings arising from the project transferred to 
the Commonwealth. 

This agreement gives certainty to one of Australia's most important food producing regions and 
represents a strategic recovery of water for the Commonwealth. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

This AUD 956 million State-led program is funded under the Sustainable Rural Water Use and 
Infrastructure Program. The program is a major element of the July 2008 Inter-Governmental 

Agreement on Murray-Darling Basin Reform. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding is provided through a Funding Agreement between the Commonwealth and the Victorian 
Government. In turn, the Victorian Government has a funding agreement with the Goulburn Murray 
Water, the organisation implementing the project. 

Water savings from the project that are transferred to the Commonwealth are contributing towards 

'bridging the gap' to the new Sustainable Diversion Limits under the Murray Darling Basin Plan. The 
water savings delivered to the Commonwealth via a Water Transfer Contract between the water 
entitlement holder and the Commonwealth. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

As per point 5 above. 
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 Level of subsidy per unit 

This is a AUD 956 million program over ten years. 

Actual Expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

8.6 19.5 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program commenced in November 2011 and has funding until 30 June 2021. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

2.2  Water for the Environment Special Account 

Murray-Darling Basin Authority modelling in developing the Basin Plan found that a combination of 

additional environmental water and improved capacity to deliver water through the system could 
increase the number of environmental targets achieved by the Basin Plan. Amendments to the 
Water Act (2007) establish the Water for the Environment Special Account and appropriates 

AUD 1.775 billion to fund the measures. The increased environmental outcomes will be achieved 
through easing constraints to environmental water delivery and recovery of an additional 450 GL of 
environmental water (in addition to the 2,750 GL) with neutral or beneficial social and economic 

impact for communities. 

(i) COMMONWEALTH ON-FARM FURTHER IRRIGATION EFFICIENCY PROGRAM (PILOT) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Commonwealth On-Farm Further Irrigation Efficiency program (pilot). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Australian Government established the Commonwealth On-Farm Further Irrigation Efficiency 
(COFFIE) Program to assist irrigators in the Murray-Darling Basin to modernise and improve the 
efficiency of their on-farm irrigation infrastructure and return the resulting water savings to the 

environment. This program is delivered through local delivery partners such as industry bodies and 
Catchment Management Authorities, irrigation bodies and irrigators. 

The first phase of the COFFIE program's development involves delivery of one or more pilots to test 
the program design before launch of the full program. The first of these is a pilot program in South 

Australia for up to AUD 15 million, which commenced in September 2016 and will run for three 
years. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

This Commonwealth-led pilot program is funded under the Water for the Environment Special 
Account established through the Water Act (2007). 
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 Form of the subsidy 

Funding is provided through a funding agreement between the Commonwealth and the local delivery 
partners. A comprehensive assessment process is undertaken for all projects prior to the approval 

of government funding. Water savings achieved through this program are transferred to the 
Commonwealth and are contributing towards an additional 450 GL of environmental water to be 
recovered through efficiency measures with neutral or beneficial social and economic impact for 

communities. The water savings are delivered to the Commonwealth via a Water Transfer Contract 
between the water entitlement holder and the Commonwealth. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding is provided through a funding agreement between the Commonwealth and the local delivery 
partners. A pilot program is currently being conducted in South Australia. The full program is being 
developed and will run until 2024. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

This is a pilot program for up to AUD 15 million. It should be noted that as part of the grant 

requirements, a portion of the project water savings in the form of water entitlements are transferred 
to the Commonwealth for environmental use. 

Actual Expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

6.8 0.815 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The pilot commenced in September 2016. The overarching efficiency measures program has funding 
through to 2023/24. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

3  FISHERIES PROGRAMMES 

3.1  Fisheries Research and Development Corporation Investment Funding 

 Title of the subsidy 

Fisheries research, development and extension project funding. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The FRDC's vision is for Australia to have vibrant fishing and aquaculture sectors which adopt world 

class research to achieve sustainability and prosperity with the planned outcome to increase 

economic, social and environmental benefits for Australian fishing and aquaculture, and the wider 
community by investing in knowledge, innovation and marketing. 
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 Background and authority for the subsidy 

FRDC is a statutory corporation within the Australian Government's Agriculture portfolio and is 
accountable to the Parliament of Australia through the Minister for. Revenue for RD&E investment is 

based on a co-funding model between the Australian Government and the commercial fishing and 
aquaculture industries. The Corporation was formed on 2 July 1991 and operates under two key 
pieces of legislation the Primary Industries Research and Development Act 1989 (PIRD Act) and the 

Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013 (PGPA Act). The PIRD Act permits 
funding and administration of research and development relating to primary industries with a view 
to: 

(i) increasing the economic, environmental and social benefits to members of primary 
industries and to the community in general by improving the production, processing, 
storage, transport or marketing of the products of primary industries; and 

(ii) achieving the sustainable use and sustainable management of natural resources; and 

(iii) making more effective use of the resources and skills of the community in general and 
the scientific community in particular; and 

(iv) supporting the development of scientific and technical capacity; and 

(v) developing the adoptive capacity of primary producers; and 
(vi) improving accountability for expenditure on research and development activities in 

relation to primary industries. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants. An application for funding is submitted to the FRDC with a comprehensive assessment 
process undertaken on these applications prior to the approval of funding. Projects receive funding 

to undertake a specific research activity through milestone reports that are monitored by the FRDC. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Priorities for projects are set by the state/territory and commonwealth jurisdictions via research 
advisory committees as well as industry groups managed through industry partnership agreements. 
Funding is provided through a project funding agreement between the FRDC and the 

applicant/research partner organisation who are selected through open and contestable public 
funding rounds and at times select tender processes. 

Recipients range from research institutions and universities, to businesses and individuals and relate 

to aquaculture, commercial, indigenous, post-harvest and recreational fishing activities. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

RD&E projects vary in both their timeframe and budget and can range from several thousand 

Australian dollars to over AUD 1 million. In-kind contributions are also provided by the applicant and 
third parties in amounts similar to the FRDCs contribution. 

The FRDC invested AUD 25.99 million in project expenditure in 493 active projects in the 2019/20 

financial year and AUD 29.8million in project expenditure in 443 active projects during the 2020/21 
financial year. 

 Duration 

Ongoing. Each year the FRDC fund research projects which have an average duration of three years 
but can range anywhere between several months to five years. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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3.2  Fisheries Assistance and User Engagement Package 

1. Title of subsidy 

Fisheries Assistance and User Engagement Package. 

2. Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 to 2020/21. 

3. Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Five new Australian Marine Park management plans covering 44 Australian Marine Parks came into 

effect on 1 July 2018. This brings the total of Australian Marine Parks managed by the Director of 
National Parks, on behalf of the Commonwealth of Australia, to 58 – covering around 1/3 of 
Australia's Exclusive Economic Zone at some 2.7 million km2. 

As part of the coming into effect the Australian Government provides transitional assistance to 

fishers directly affected by the new management arrangements as well as grants to engage those 
sectors and groups with an interest in Australian Marine Parks the opportunity to undertake projects 
that contribute to their management. 

The Package provides: 

(i) Fishing Business Assistance Grants – assistance to directly affected commercial fishers 
with a recent history of fishing in Australian Marine Parks as they adjust their business 

to the new operating environment.  
(ii) Our Marine Parks Grants – to help marine users and industries engage in marine park 

management. The first round of the element of the package closed on 12 March 2019. 

The second round will open in the second half of 2019. The projects will include a range 

of activities, such as communication products to educate people and raise awareness 
of the parks, marine research, and supporting the engagement of Indigenous people 
and Traditional Owners in park management. 

(iii) Vessel Monitoring System Assistance -to encourage uptake of vessel monitoring 
systems. This element is being progressed through Parks Australia and fisheries 
management agencies. 

(iv) Coral Sea Fishery Licence Buy-out – direct assistance to commercial fishers holding 
either trawl or trap endorsements in the Commonwealth managed Coral Sea Fishery 
through a voluntary licence buy-back based on the closure of 99.8% of the fishery to 
these methods. 

4. Background and authority for the subsidy 

The package is funded and managed through the Department of the Environment and Energy. 
Australian Marine Parks are Commonwealth reserves in Commonwealth marine areas declared under 

section 344 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. The Director of 
National Parks manages Australian Marine Parks. 

5. Form of the subsidy 

One-off Grants. 

6. To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Fishing Business Assistance Grants – One off assistance grants were provided to eligible 

fishers/licence holders with a history of operating in one or more of the affected Australian Marine 

Parks that are now closed to their operations based on the extent of their operations within these 
areas. 

Our Marine Parks Grants – Grants provided to Australian marine park user groups/fishing industry 

peak organisations to engage them in the management of parks. Grants to be run over two rounds. 
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7. Level of subsidy per unit 

In total AUD 35 million has been provided over the life of the package. 

8. Duration of the subsidy 

Financial years 2019/20 to 2020/21. 

9. Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

3.3  Bait Prawn Industry Irradiation Support 

 Title of the subsidy 

Bait Prawn Industry Irradiation Support. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

An outbreak of WSSV occurred in December 2016 in the waters of Moreton Bay, Queensland. WSSV 
is highly contagious and affects decapod crustaceans such as prawns, crabs and yabbies, causing 

high prawn mortality, but does not pose a threat to human health or food safety. The Queensland 
Government established a movement control order for all uncooked WSSV carrier species, 
restricting the movement of all untreated or uncooked prawns out of the restricted area. The 

movement restrictions affect the cost of doing business for the local bait industry who distribute 
raw bait around the country, and have flow on effects to the supply chain, including fishers. 

High-risk crustaceans, such as prawns, cannot be moved out of the movement-restricted area 

unless they are irradiated or cooked. Gamma irradiation is currently used to treat the virus in 
infected crustaceans, allowing them to be used safely as bait outside of the restricted area. This 
process adds additional costs to businesses operating in that sector. 

The objectives of the program are: 

1. to provide a contribution to the Queensland bait industry towards the costs associated 
with irradiating bait prawns caught in Moreton Bay, allowing uncooked bait prawns to be 
traded outside of the movement restricted area; 

2. to support the continued competitiveness of the Queensland bait industry; 
3. to educate fishers of the risk to Australian aquaculture industries and waterways of using 

non-commercial bait. 

The intended outcomes of the program: 

• the Queensland bait industry's continued use of irradiation services to treat all uncooked 
prawn bait sold and used outside of the restricted area. 

• minimal commercial impact on bait prawn businesses moving bait prawns within the 

Moreton Bay waters with a flow on positive effect to fishers. 
• improved awareness amongst fishers of the risk to Australian aquaculture industries and 

waterways of using untreated prawns, or prawns sold for human consumption for bait, 

and the need to use commercial prawn bait instead. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

On 14 December 2018, a commitment of AUD 5 million in funding over three years to support the 
Queensland bait industry was announced. The funding will assist the bait industry in meeting costs 
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associated with irradiation of bait prawns caught in Moreton Bay to help manage the risk of the 
spread of the white spot syndrome virus (WSSV). 

 Form of the subsidy 

For this subsidy AUD 3.4 million is available over three years from 2020/21 to 2020/21. 

Payments are made monthly in arrears, based on the volume of bait prawn irradiated in the previous 
month. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The subsidy is provided to bait prawn businesses who held a Queensland Government permit 

allowing transport of bait prawn outside the Moreton Bay WSSV restriction area as at 14 December 
2018, or were in the process of seeking a permit as at 14 December 2018 and subsequently 
approved. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Grant funds will be paid at a rate of AUD 676.42 per cubic metre of irradiated bait prawn in 2020/21, 
AUD 694.82 per cubic metre in 2019/20 and AUD 713.96 per cubic metre in 2020/21, up to an 

agreed cap each year which will be set out in the grant agreement. The contribution rate increases 
each financial year by 4% in line with expected increases to irradiation costs by the sole irradiation 
provider in the restriction area. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

0 0.353 

 Duration 

Funding will be available over three years to 2020/21. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4  INNOVATION 

4.1  Entrepreneurs' Programme – Accelerating Commercialisation 

 Title of the subsidy 

Entrepreneurs' Programme – Accelerating Commercialisation. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of Accelerating Commercialisation is to provide expert guidance and funding to help 

small and medium businesses, entrepreneurs and researchers to commercialise novel products, 
processes and services. 
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 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Accelerating Commercialisation is an offering under the Entrepreneurs' Programme. It was launched 
on 1 November 2014. 

The Entrepreneurs' Programme arises from Ministerial Directions and Guidelines issued by the 
Minister for Industry, Innovation and Science on 1 July 2014. Guidelines were last revised in 
July 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

An Accelerating Commercialisation Grant is a Grant to support eligible Commercialisation Projects 

for up to 50% of the Eligible Expenditure, up to a maximum of: 

a) AUD 500,000 for Research Commercialisation Entities and Eligible Partner Entities; or 
b) AUD 1 million for all other applicants. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To be eligible for Accelerating Commercialisation, applicants must: 

a) have a novel product, process or service they wish to commercialise and trade in 

Australian market and/or markets in other countries ; 
b) satisfy the eligibility criteria specific to the relevant Activity; and 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The grantee is required to meet at least 50% of eligible project costs. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

31.6 46.4 

 Duration 

The program commenced on 1 November 2014 and is an on-going program. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.2  Entrepreneurs' Programme – Growth 

 Title of the subsidy 

Entrepreneurs' Programme – Growth. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of EP-Growth is to encourage and assist small and medium businesses to improve 
their capabilities, extend their networks and take advantage of growth opportunities in Australian 
markets and/or markets in other countries. 

https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/accelerating-commercialisation/research-commercialisation-entities-and-eligible-partner-entities
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 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Growth is an offering under the Entrepreneurs' Programme. It was launched on 1 July 2014. 

The Entrepreneurs' Programme authority arises from Ministerial Directions and Guidelines issued 

by the Minister for Industry, Innovation and Science on 1 July 2014. Guidelines were last revised 
in July 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

This program reimburses a participant for up to 50% of eligible project costs for the engagement of 
external expertise (up to a maximum of AUD 20,000) to make business improvements that were 

recommended by a facilitator through a complementing Growth Roadmap, SMART Projects and 
Supply Chain or High Growth Accelerator advisory service. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To be eligible for an advisory service under Growth an applicant must: 

a) have an Australian Business Number (ABN), be registered for GST and be either a 
company incorporated in Australia or an incorporated trustee applying on behalf of a 

trust; 
b) have the intent and opportunity to engage in or increase trade in Australian markets 

and/or markets in other countries; 

c) have an annual turnover or operating expenditure within the following range: 
i. between AUD 1.5 million and AUD 100 million; or 
ii. between AUD 750,000 and AUD 100 million – for an applicant from Remote Australia 

or Northern Australia; 
d) have operated in Australia and filed business activity statements showing ongoing 

trading in at least three consecutive years; and 
e) operate in an eligible Growth Sector (Growth Sectors – Advanced Manufacturing; Food 

and Agribusiness; Medical Technologies and Pharmaceuticals; Mining Equipment, 
Technology and Services; Oil, Gas and Energy Resources); have the skills, capability, 
intellectual property or expertise to operate in one of the Growth Sectors; or provide 

Enabling Technologies and Services to one or more of the Growth Sectors. 

A recipient of an advisory service may then be eligible to apply for a Growth Grant. The grantee is 
required to meet at least 50% of eligible project costs. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Actual expenditure: 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

52.3 46.8 

 Duration 

The program commenced on 1 July 2014 and is an on-going program. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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4.3  Entrepreneurs' Programme – Innovation Connections 

 Title of the subsidy 

Entrepreneurs' Programme - Innovation Connections. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of Innovations Connections is to assist small and medium businesses to understand 

their research needs, connect with the research sector and fund collaborative research projects. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Innovation Connections is an offering under the Entrepreneurs' Programme. It was launched on 
1 January 2016. The Entrepreneurs' Programme authority arises from Ministerial Directions and 
Guidelines issued by the Minister for Industry, Innovation and Science on 1 July 2014. Guidelines 
were last revised in February 2019 and are currently under revision. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Innovation Connections Grants reimburse a participant for up to half the cost, over a period of up to 

12 months for the cost of a: 

a) Researcher Placement, up to a maximum of AUD 50,000; or 
b) Business Researcher Placement, up to a maximum of AUD 50,000; or 

c) Graduate Placement, up to a maximum of AUD 30,000. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To be eligible for an Innovation Connections Grant, applicants must: 

a) have received an Innovation Connections Facilitation Report;  
b) be undertaking one of the following Activities recommended in the Innovation 

Facilitation Report: 

i. a Researcher Placement; or 
ii. a Business Researcher Placement; or 
iii. a Graduate Placement. 

c) be able to fund the total value of the cost of the Innovation Connections Project before 
receiving the Innovation Connections Grant;  

d) Not use in-kind contributions or funds from other government grants or programmes to 

cover the project costs; 
e) Not have received an Innovation Connections Grant in the last 5 years, unless you have 

confirmation that you can apply for a supplementary grant; 
f) identify the proposed research provider, research employee, graduate or post-graduate; 

and 
g) apply for an Innovation Connections Grant within 12 months of receiving a Innovation 

Connections Facilitation Report, unless otherwise agreed by the Programme Delegate. 

To be eligible for an Innovation Connections Facilitation an applicant must: 

a) be an Eligible Corporation that is non-tax-exempt and is registered for GST; and 
b) satisfy the sectoral eligibility criteria; and 

c) have an annual turnover or operating expenditure within the following range: 
i. between AUD 1.5 million and AUD 100 million; or 
ii. between AUD 750,000 and AUD 100 million - for an applicant from Remote Australia 

or Northern Australia; 
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d) be solvent; and 
e) have operated in Australia and filed business activity statements showing ongoing 

trading in at least three consecutive years; and 
f) must not have previously received a Research Connections Facilitation or an Innovation 

Connections Facilitation, unless otherwise agreed by the Programme Delegate; and 

g) not be named by the Workplace Gender Equality Agency as an organisation that has 
not complied with the Workplace Gender Equality Act 2012 (Cth). 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Innovation Connections Grants reimburse a participant for up to half the cost, over a period of up 

to 12 months for the cost of a: 

a) Researcher Placement, up to a maximum of AUD 50,000; or 
b) Business Researcher Placement, up to a maximum of AUD 50,000; or 
c) Graduate Placement, up to a maximum of AUD 30,000. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

15.0 16.1 

 Duration 

The program commenced on 1 January 2016 and is an on-going program. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.4  Entrepreneurs' Programme – Incubator Support 

 Title of the subsidy 

Entrepreneurs' Programme – Incubator Support. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of Incubator Support is to assist Australian start-ups to develop the capabilities 

required to achieve commercial success in international markets. Incubators provide a range of 
services to help start-ups realise their economic potential faster than they otherwise would and 
develop Australia's innovation ecosystem, especially in regional areas. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Incubator Support is an offering under the Entrepreneurs' Programme. It was launched on 
20 September 2016. The Entrepreneurs' Programme authority arises from Ministerial Directions 

and Guidelines issued by the Minister for Industry, Innovation and Science on 1 July 2014. The 
Incubator Support offering has stand-alone guidelines, last revised in February 2020. 
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 Form of the subsidy 

Incubator Support provides grant funding through two components to deliver projects, both of which 
require a funding contribution from applicants. The two components are: 

1) support for New and Existing Incubators 
2) support for Expert-in-Residence 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

1) New and Existing Incubators 

• The minimum grant amount is AUD 13,000; 

• The maximum grant amount is AUD 250,000. 

2) Expert-in-Residence 

• The minimum grant amount is AUD 5,000; 
• The maximum grant amount is AUD 100,000. 

To be eligible you must 

• be an existing incubator or establishing a new incubator that can foster and facilitate the 
development of innovative start-ups focused on international trade; 

• have an Australian Business Number (ABN). 

and be one of the following entities: 

• an entity incorporated in Australia; 

• an incorporated trustee on behalf of a trust; 
• an incorporated not for profit organisation; 
• a publicly funded research organisation (PFRO); 
• a local government agency or body. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

1) New and Existing Incubators 

• Incubators in major cities may receive a maximum grant of 50% of the eligible 
project value - up to the maximum grant amount; 

• Incubators with projects located in regional areas may receive up to 65% of the 

eligible project value - up to the maximum grant amount. 

2) Expert-in-Residence 
• The grant amount will be up to 50% of total eligible project value. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

7.6 5.8 

 Duration 

The program commenced on 20 September 2016 and is no longer accepting applications. As part of 

the 2021/22 Federal Budget measures announced on 11 May 2021, the Australian Government 

advised that Incubator Support Initiative (ISI) funding was to be reduced. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.5  Entrepreneurs' Programme – Strengthening Business  

 Title of the subsidy 

Entrepreneurs' Programme – Strengthening Business. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of Strengthening Business is to help bushfire-affected businesses in NSW, Victoria and 

South Australia rebuild, strengthen and become more resilient against future economic instability 
and natural disaster. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Strengthening Business is an offering under the Entrepreneurs' Programme. It was launched in 
July 2020. The Entrepreneurs' Programme authority arises from Ministerial Directions and 
Guidelines issued by the Minister for Industry, Innovation and Science on 1 July 2014. Guidelines 

were last revised in July 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Strengthening Business provides a tailored advisory service to help businesses recover and build 
strategies for growth over the short, medium and long term, so they are better equipped to deal 
with future external shocks. The service was funded in response to the Black Summer bushfires as 

part of the Government's Small Business Rebuild Package. There is no grant component. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To be eligible for advice from Strengthening Business facilitators, you must 

• be a bushfire-affected business in one of 32 local government areas; 
• have a valid Australian Business Number (ABN), which was operating at the time of the 

bushfires. 

There are no eligibility criteria specific to annual turnover or industry sector. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

There is no grant associated with the Strengthening Business service. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

0.4 5.8 

Note: The AUD 447,000 of funding noted for the 2019/20 financial year was redirected from the 
broader 2019/20 Entrepreneurs' Programme (EP) appropriation to enable facilitators to commence 
from May/June 2020. 
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 Duration 

The program formally commenced in July 2020 and will terminate on 30 June 2022. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.6  Industry Growth Centres Initiative 

 Title of Subsidy 

Industry Growth Centres Initiative. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Industry Growth Centres Initiative is a sector based approach to industry policy to drive growth, 

productivity and competitiveness by concentrating investment on key growth sectors. 

Six Growth Centres have been established to deliver the Initiative in the following sectors of 
competitive strength and strategic priority: Advanced Manufacturing; Cyber Security; Food and 
Agribusiness; Medical Technologies and Pharmaceuticals; Mining Equipment, Technology and 

Services; and Oil, Gas and Energy Resources. 

Additionally the six Growth Sectors are aligned to the six National Manufacturing Priorities of the 
Modern Manufacturing Strategy: Resources Technology & Critical Minerals Processing; Food & 

Beverage; Medical Products; Recycling & Clean Energy; Defence; and Space. Cyber security sits 
across the National Manufacturing Priorities as a supporting capability and important enabler of 
economic activity in Australia. 

The Initiative will identify opportunities to reduce regulatory burden, increase collaboration and 
commercialisation, improve capabilities to engage with international markets and global supply 
chains, and enhance management and workforce skills. 

The Growth Centre objectives are also aligned with the four pillars of the Modern Manufacturing 

Strategy, getting the economic conditions right, making science and technology work for Industry, 
focus on areas of advantage, and building national resilience for a stronger economy. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Programme authority comes from the Industry Growth Centres Initiative Programme Guidelines 
issued by the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology. These Guidelines commenced on 

4 March 2015 and were updated on 21 April 2016, 22 November 2018 and 22 February 2021. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Growth Centres are funded under funding agreements which stipulate the terms and conditions of 
specific Growth Centre arrangements. 

Over the 2019/20 and 2020/21 period: 

• Up to AUD 5 million per year per Growth Centre has been provided for each Growth 

Centre to deliver base activities and services. 
• AUD 5 million has been provided to the Cyber Security Growth Centre for Project Funds, 

to enable the Growth Centre to undertake collaborative projects in their sector. 
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• AUD 20 million has been provided to the Advanced Manufacturing Growth Centre as 
Commercialisation Funding to fund collaborative projects and help commercialise new 
products and process. The Fund supports manufacturing projects aligned to the six 
National Manufacturing Priority areas. 

• AUD 31.8 million has been provided as Accelerating Commercialisation Funding 

(administered by the Entrepreneurs' Programme) to help address key challenges in the 
commercialisation pathway. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding is provided to the Growth Centres, established as not-for-profit companies limited by 

guarantee with a Board of respected industry leaders. The Growth Centres work to drive growth, 
productivity and competitiveness in their respective sectors. The Australian Government Minister 
responsible for the Industry Growth Centres Initiative has authority to approve the establishment of 
each Growth Centre and modification or termination of funding arrangements. 

There is scope for other Growth Centres to be established in the future. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Each Growth Centre will receive up to AUD 5 million per year to deliver base activities and services. 

The Cyber Security Growth Centre, was able to access AUD 5 million from the Growth Centres Project 
Fund, to enable them to undertake collaborative projects in the Cyber Security sector. Specific 

Programme Guidelines have been developed for the Growth Centres Project Fund. 

The Advanced Manufacturing Growth Centre was provided AUD20 million to administer a grant 
program, the Commercialisation Fund, to fund collaborative projects and help commercialise new 
products and process. The Fund supports manufacturing projects aligned to the six National 

Manufacturing Priority areas. Specific Grant Guidelines have been developed for the 
Commercialisation Fund. 

Companies in each growth sector have been able to access funding from a pool of AUD 31.8 million 

in Accelerating Commercialisation Funding to help address key challenges in the commercialisation 
pathway within their sectors. This is administered by the Entrepreneurs' Programme (under the 
Accelerating Commercialisation element). The Entrepreneurs' Programme Guidelines provide further 

details about the Entrepreneurs' Programme and entities which are eligible to apply for Accelerating 
Commercialisation Funding. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

48.1 66.2 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The programme commenced on 4 March 2015 and is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.7  Quantum Computing 

 Title of Subsidy 

Quantum Computing. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

As part of the National Innovation and Science Agenda (NISA), the Australian Government is 
investing AUD 25 million in Silicon Quantum Computing Pty Ltd (SQC), a new Australian company 

that is supporting the development of silicon quantum computing technology in Australia. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Government launched NISA to improve the Australian innovation, science and research system. 

NISA had a focus on science, research and innovation as a key long term driver of economic 
prosperity and growth, and was structured around four key pillars: culture and capital; collaboration; 

talent and skills; and government as exemplar. The quantum computing investment is a key NISA 
initiative. 

Legislative authority for the AUD 25 million funding commitment to SQC is provided through the 
Financial Framework (Supplementary Powers) Amendment (Industry, Innovation and Science 

Measures No. 1) Regulation 2016. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Government is one of the co-founders of SQC. In exchange for a shareholding in SQC, the 
Government is providing an AUD 25 million equity injection over five years to 2020/21. 

As of 30 June 2019, the other shareholders in SQC include the New South Wales Government, the 

University of New South Wales, the Commonwealth Bank of Australia and Telstra. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

In exchange for a shareholding in SQC, the Government is providing an AUD 25 million equity 
injection over five years to the company. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Government's AUD 25 million investment in SQC will be provided as AUD 5 million annual 
instalments from 2016/17 to 2020-21. The Government's total investment in SQC to date is 
AUD 15 million. AUD 5.0 million was invested in 2019/20 and 2020/21 respectively. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The equity injection into SQC is scheduled to be paid from 2016/17 to 2020/21, inclusive. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.8  Business Research and Innovation Initiative 

 Title of Subsidy 

Business Research and Innovation Initiative (BRII). 
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 Period covered by notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The BRII aims to drive innovation within both small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and government 
by offering competitive grants to encourage SMEs to develop innovative solutions to public policy 

and service delivery challenges nominated by Government agencies. This is both by encouraging 
innovation by SME's, growing their capacity and culture, and also by changing government 
procurement culture to support innovation. 

 Background and Authority for the Subsidy 

The program was announced as part of the National Innovation and Science Agenda (NISA) and 

launched in 2016. 

Four rounds of BRII have launched – Round 1 on 17 August 2016, Round 2 on 20 August 2018, 
Round 3 on 16 July 2020 and Round 4 on 15 April 2021. 

The Program Authority comes from the directions and grant opportunity guidelines issued by the 

Minister for Industry, Science and Technology for each round. 

 Form of the Subsidy 

Grants are awarded competitively on the basis of eligibility and merit criteria published in the grant 
opportunity guidelines. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Applications for feasibility study grants are open to Australian start-ups and SMEs with a combined 
annual turnover of less than AUD 20 million for each of the 3 financial years prior to lodgement of 

an application. Applications for the second stage, proof of concept grants, are only open to grantees 
that have successfully completed a feasibility study addressing the same challenge. Feasibility study 
grants are paid in full upfront. Proof of concept grants are paid in three equal payments (first upfront) 
plus 10% on final report, due within 18 months. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The feasibility study grants are up to AUD 100,000 per grantee. The proof of concept grants are up 

to AUD 1million per grantee. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

4.866 4.875 

 Duration of the subsidy 

• Round 1 feasibility study grants were awarded in March 2017 for a 3 month period. Proof 

of concept grants were awarded in September 2017 and paid over an 18 month period. 
• Round 2 feasibility study grants were awarded in July 2019 for a 3 month period. Proof 

of concept grants were awarded in February 2020 and paid over an 18 month period. 

• Round 3 feasibility study grants were awarded in January 2021 for a 3 month period. 
Proof of concept grants are yet to be awarded. 

• Round 4 feasibility study grants are yet to be awarded. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.9  Biomedical Translation Fund 

 Title of the subsidy 

Biomedical Translation Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Biomedical Translation Fund is an equity co-investment venture capital program aimed to 

support the development of biomedical ventures in Australia by: 

• investing in promising biomedical discoveries and assisting in their commercialisation; and 
• addressing capital and management constraints, to encourage the development of 

companies which are commercialising biomedical discoveries. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Biomedical Translation Fund is a measure that was introduced under the National Innovation 

and Science Agenda (NISA) to help translate biomedical discoveries into tangible products and 
services to deliver long term health benefits and national economic outcomes. The Department of 
Health has administrative and policy responsibility for the Biomedical Translation Fund and works 

with the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science to implement the program. The Minister 
for Industry, Innovation and Science has issued program directions to Innovation and Science 
Australia under the Industry Research and Development Act 1986. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Biomedical Translation Fund (BTF) makes equity investments in companies commercialising 
biomedical discoveries. The Australian Government allocated AUD 250 million and the private sector 

contributed AUD 251.25 million. The number and amount of investments vary. Investment decisions 
are made by private sector fund managers. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Biomedical Translation Fund offers equity co-investments to eligible companies through three 
licensed private sector fund managers. Investments and the amount of funding depend on a number 

of factors. Investment decisions are made by the licensed fund managers in accordance with the 
program guidelines. The government is not involved in investment decisions. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

As at 30 June 2021, the Biomedical Translation Fund invested AUD 247.9 million in 21 investee 
companies. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

18.371 34.097 
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 Duration 

The Biomedical Translation Fund was launched in December 2016 and is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.10  CSIRO Innovation Fund 

 Title of the subsidy 

CSIRO Innovation Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The CSIRO Innovation Fund aims to improve the translation of publicly funded research into 

commercial outcomes by investing in start-up and spin off companies, and small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) that engage Australian research institutions to create products and services. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The CSIRO Innovation Fund was announced on 7 December 2015 as part of the National Innovation 
and Science Agenda (NISA). It was established to co-invest (government and private sector capital) 

in new spin off companies and existing start-ups that will develop technology from CSIRO and other 

publicly funded research agencies and universities. The CSIRO Innovation Fund was introduced to 
address the gap in funding very early stage technologies to translate research into commercial 
outcomes. The expectation over the longer term is to increase the number of companies that will 

be investment-ready for venture capital and private equity. 

 Form of the subsidy 

This CSIRO Innovation Fund makes equity investments in eligible companies. The government 
contribution to the fund is AUD 100 million, with other investors contributing AUD 142 million. 
Investments and the amount of funding is determined by an investment committee which includes 
independent members. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Investments in start-ups, spin off companies and SMEs are determined by an investment committee 

under the governance and decision-making structures of the CSIRO Innovation Fund and 
CSIRO Financial Services Pty Ltd (trading as Main Sequence Ventures as a separate legal entity). 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Up until December 2018, AUD 31 million has been invested in 13 companies and these amounts 
vary. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

20.5 9.9 
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 Duration 

The CSIRO Innovation Fund was launched in December 2016 and is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.11  Artificial Intelligence Action Plan – Catalysing the Artificial Intelligence Opportunity 

in Our Regions 

 Title of Subsidy 

Catalysing the Artificial Intelligence Opportunity in Our Regions. 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial years 2021/22 to 2025/26. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Catalysing the Artificial Intelligence opportunity in our Regions grants program will incentivise 
AI practitioners to engage with regional businesses to develop AI solutions for regional problems. 
Providing the opportunities to build greater awareness of the benefits of AI throughout regional 
communities is a step towards supporting trusted, safe and secure online interactions, and increasing 

the regional opportunities that AI technologies offer. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Catalysing the Artificial Intelligence Opportunity in Our Regions program forms part of the 
Artificial Intelligence Action Plan package in the 2021-2 Budget, of which AUD 12 million (over 
five years) went to the Catalysing the Artificial Intelligence Opportunity in Our Regions program. 

 Form of subsidy 

The Catalysing the Artificial Intelligence Opportunity in Our Regions is a competitive merit-based 

grants program. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Consortia will be invited to apply. Applicants can include universities, publicly funded research 

entities, businesses, including regional, small- and medium-enterprises and start-ups. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total available funding is AUD 9 million over five years from 2021/22 to 2025/26. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Total available funding is available over five years from 2021/22 to 2025/26. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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4.12  Artificial Intelligence Action Plan – Artificial Intelligence Solutions to Build a 
Stronger Australia 

 Title of Subsidy 

Artificial Intelligence Solutions to Build a Stronger Australia. 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial years 2021/22 to 2024/25. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Artificial Intelligence Solutions to Build a Stronger Australia will provide grant funding to 
businesses to pilot artificial intelligence projects that address challenges of national significance. 
These businesses will work with Government to develop artificial intelligence based solutions to these 

challenges and that also have benefits for job creation, economic recovery and other social benefits. 

Challenges will focus on the industry sectors of artificial intelligence identified in Australia's Artificial 
Intelligence Action Plan, the National Science and Research Priorities, CSIRO's Missions, and the 
Modern Manufacturing Strategy. 

The initiative will provide a pathway to enable public sector procurement and adoption of artificial 
intelligence. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Artificial Intelligence Solutions to Build a Stronger Australia program forms part of the Artificial 
Intelligence Action Plan package in the 2021/22 Budget, of which AUD 33.7 million (over four years) 

went to the Artificial Intelligence Solutions to Build a Stronger Australia program. 

 Form of subsidy 

The Artificial Intelligence Solutions to Build a Stronger Australia is a competitive merit-based grants 
program. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Businesses and industry-led consortia will be invited to apply. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total available funding is AUD 30 million over four years from 2021/22 to 2024/25. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Total available funding is available over four years from 2021/22 to 2024/25. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.13  Artificial Intelligence Action Plan – Artificial Intelligence and Digital Capability 

Centres 

 Title of Subsidy 

Artificial Intelligence and Digital Capability Centres. 
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 Period covered by notification 

Financial years 2021/22 to 2024/25. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

Establishing a National Artificial Intelligence Centre within CSIRO's Data61 and four industry-led 
Artificial Intelligence and Digital Capability Centres will lay the foundations for an Australian AI and 

digital ecosystem. These Centres will help drive business adoption and the use of transformative AI 
technologies to improve productivity and lift competitiveness. 

The four Artificial Intelligence and Digital Capability Centres will focus on specific applications of 

artificial intelligence, such as robotics or manufacturing. These Centres will support a 'front door' for 
small- and medium-enterprise to access the talent, knowledge and tools to adopt artificial 
intelligence technologies. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The National Artificial Intelligence Centre program forms part of the Artificial Intelligence Action Plan 
package in the 2021/22 Budget, of which AUD 44 million (over four years) went to the 

Artificial Intelligence and Digital Capability Centre program. 

 Form of subsidy 

The Artificial Intelligence and Digital Capability Centres is a competitive merit-based grants program. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Consortia will be invited to apply. Applicants can include universities, publicly funded research 

entities, businesses, and government agencies and bodies. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total available funding is AUD 44 million over four years from 2021/22 to 2024/25. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Total available funding is available over four years from 2021/22 to 2024/25. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.14  Cyber Security Skills Partnership Innovation Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Cyber Security Skills Partnership Innovation Fund Program. 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial years 2021/22 to 2023/24. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Cyber Security Skills Partnership Innovation Fund provides industry and education providers 
with funding to deliver innovative projects that meet local requirements to quickly improve the 
quality or availability of cyber security professionals in Australia. 
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 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Cyber Security Skills Partnership Innovation Fund Program forms part of the Cyber Security 
Workforce Growth Program package in the Cyber Security Strategy 2020 as well as the Digital 

Economy Strategy in the 2021/22 Budget, of which AUD 70.3 million (over five years) went to the 
Cyber Security Skills Partnership Innovation Fund program. 

 Form of subsidy 

The Cyber Security Skills Partnership Innovation Fund is a competitive merit-based grants program. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The lead applicant must be an entity incorporated in Australia. Joint applicants with international 
partners is welcomed if the lead applicant is eligible. Applicants can include universities, businesses, 

not-for-profit organisation, and government agencies and bodies. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total available funding is AUD 70.3 million over five years from 2019/20 to 2023/24. Grants from 

AUD 250,000 up to AUD 3 million to fund 50% of eligible project expenditure. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Total funding is available over five years from 2019/20 to 2023/24. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.15  Cyber Security Business Connect and Protect 

 Title of Subsidy 

Cyber Security Business Connect and Protect. 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial years 2020/21 to 2022/23. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Cyber Security Business Connect and Protect Program provides trusted organisations that advise 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) with funding to raise awareness of cyber security risks and 
promote action to address these risks. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Cyber Security Business Connect and Protect Program forms part of the Cyber Security Strategy 

2020 in the 2020/21 Budget, of which AUD 8.3 million (over four years) went to the Cyber Security 
Business Connect and Protect Program. 

 Form of subsidy 

The Cyber Security Business Connect and Protect Program is a competitive merit-based grants 
program. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Trusted organisations that provide business advisory services to SMEs, applicants can include 
chambers of commerce and industry, industry associations, and peak bodies. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total available funding is AUD 8.3 million over four years from 2020/21 to 2022/23. Grants from 

AUD 100,000 up to AUD 750,000 to fund 100% of eligible project expenditure. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Total available funding is available over four years from 2020/21 to 2022/23. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.16  Digital Business Plan – Digital Directors Training Program 

 Title of the subsidy 

Digital Business Plan – Digital Directors Training Program (DDTP). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the Digital Directors Training Program is to raise the number of board directors of 
Australian companies with a digital background. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Digital Directors Training Program is part of the Digital Business Plan. The Digital Business Plan 
was launched in September 2020. 

Legislative authority for the DDTP is provided through the Industry Research and Development 
(Digital Directors Program) Instrument 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Digital Directors Training Program provides AUD  0.5 million of funding to the Australian Institute 
of Company Directors (AICD) to develop a training package for Australian company directors. 

The training package is to be used for: 

a) improving Australian company directors' digital literacy and digital investment decision-
making skills; 

b) promoting a target for the number of directors on the board of an Australian business 

with a digital (science, technology, engineering or mathematics) background by the end 
of 2030; and 

c) monitoring and reporting on the progress of ASX 200 companies towards meeting that 
target. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The funding is provided to the Australian Institute of Company Directors. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Australian Institute of Company Directors will receive 100% of the funding. 

Actual expenditure in financial year 2020/21: AUD 0.5 million. 

 Duration 

The program is scheduled to commence in October 2021. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.17  Digital Business Plan – Digital Skills Finder Platform 

 Title of the subsidy 

Digital Business Plan – Digital Skills Finder Platform (DSFP). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the Digital Skills Finder Platform is to aggregate free and paid private sector digital 

skills training into an easy-to-use portal for Australian workers and small to medium enterprises 
(SMEs). 

The platform will enable Australian workers and SMEs impacted by COVID-19 to upskill or reskill 

during and after the economic recovery. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Digital Skills Finder Platform is part of the Digital Business Plan. The Digital Business Plan was 
launched in September 2020. 

Legislative authority for the DSFP is provided through the Industry Research and Development 
(Digital Skills Finder Platform) Instrument 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Digital Skills Finder Platform provides a grant of AUD 2.5 million to Balance Internet Pty Ltd 

(Balance Internet) to develop and operate the DSFP. 

The grant is to be used for: 

a) develop and operate the Digital Skills Finder platform; 

b) recruit further Australian training providers onto the platform; 
c) introduce quality management of service offerings on the platform; and 
d) develop a sustainable, ongoing funding model for the Digital Skills Finder platform. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The funding is provided to Balance Internet. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Balance Internet will receive 100% of the funding. 

Actual expenditure in financial year 2020/21: AUD 2.5 million. 

 Duration 

The program commenced in November 2020 and is scheduled to wrap up in June 2021. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

4.18  Pilots to Test Blockchain Technology's Potential to Reduce Compliance Burden 

 Title of Subsidy 

Pilots to test Blockchain technology's potential to reduce compliance burden. 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial years 2020/21 to 2021/22 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

AUD 6.9 million over two years from 2020/21 to support industry-led pilots to demonstrate the 

application of blockchain technology to reduce regulatory compliance costs and encourage broader 
take up of blockchain by Australian businesses. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Announced in 2020/21 budget to reduce regulatory barriers 

 Form of subsidy 

Competitive merit-based grants program. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The lead applicant must be an entity incorporated in Australia. Joint applicants with international 
partners is welcomed if the lead applicant is eligible. Applicants can include universities, businesses, 
not-for-profit organisation, and government agencies and bodies. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total available funding is AUD 6.9 million over two years from 2020/21 to 2021/22. Grants up to 

AUD 3 million. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Total available funding is AUD 6.9 million from 2020/21 to 2021/22. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

5  MANUFACTURING 

5.1  Advanced Manufacturing Growth Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Advanced Manufacturing Growth Fund 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the Advanced Manufacturing Growth Fund is to transition the Australian 
manufacturing sector to globally focused, high-skill advanced manufacturing, including use of 
advanced technologies, design and engineering excellence and innovative business processes, that 
improve the overall efficiency and competitiveness of firms and the broader economy. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The AUD 47.5 million Advanced Manufacturing Growth Fund was announced on 8 May 2017 as part 

of the Australian Government's AUD 100 million Advanced Manufacturing Fund designed to boost 
innovation, skills and employment in advanced manufacturing in Australia. The Advanced 
Manufacturing Growth Fund supports capital projects to establish and expand advanced 

manufacturing activities in Victoria and South Australia. 

 Form of subsidy 

The Advanced Manufacturing Growth Fund is a competitive merit-based grants programme. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Small and medium-sized Australian firms with capital projects to establish and expand advanced 
manufacturing activities in Victoria and South Australia are eligible to apply for funding. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Advanced Manufacturing Growth Fund grants funding of between AUD 500,000 to 
AUD 2.5 million to cover up to a third of eligible project costs for capital projects that establish or 
expand advanced manufacturing activities in Victoria and South Australia. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

2.8 13.1 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Advanced Manufacturing Growth Fund operates over four years with funding from financial year 
2019/20 to 2020/21. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

5.2  Advanced Manufacturing Early Stage Research Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Advanced Manufacturing Early Stage Research Fund. 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial years 2019/20 to 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the program is to support small-scale and pilot research projects in advanced 

manufacturing, and benefit smaller firms and early stage research. The fund will provide grants to 
SMEs for rapid initial feasibility testing, allowing the projects to then move quickly to larger-scale 
research or commercialisation. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The AUD 4 million Advanced Manufacturing Early Stage Research Fund was announced on 
8 May 2017 as part of the Australian Government's AUD 100 million Advanced Manufacturing Fund 

designed to boost innovation, skills and employment in advanced manufacturing in Australia. 

 Form of subsidy 

The Advanced Manufacturing Early Stage Research Fund is an open non-competitive merit-based 
grants programme. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Projects must be industry led and involve collaboration with SMEs. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Advanced Manufacturing Early Stage Research Fund grants funding of between AUD 100,000 to 
AUD 400,000 to cover up to 50% of eligible project costs. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

1 1 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Advanced Manufacturing Early Stage Research Fund operates over four years with funding from 
financial years 2019/20 to 2020/21. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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5.3  Modern Manufacturing Initiative 

 Title of Subsidy 

Modern Manufacturing Initiative. 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Modern Manufacturing Initiative aims to stimulate business investment in the manufacturing 

sector by addressing barriers to scale and competitiveness for Australian manufacturers. It aims to 
build manufacturing capabilities and networks, lift productivity, create jobs, build global 
competitiveness and boost the export potential of Australian manufacturers. 

This initiative has been designed to unlock private sector investment through three targeted grant 
streams: 

• Manufacturing Collaboration Stream – will bring together businesses, researchers and 
investors to build economies of scale and allow them to compete better in international 

markets. 
• Manufacturing Translation Stream – will support projects to translate good ideas into new 

or enhanced commercial outcomes. 

• Manufacturing Integration Stream – will target the integration of local firms into domestic 
and global value chains. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Modern Manufacturing Initiative is the centrepiece of the Australian Government's Modern 
Manufacturing Strategy. 

Initial rounds of the Translation and Integration streams were progressively opened alongside the 

release of six National Manufacturing Priority road maps between February 2021 and April 2021. The 
Collaboration Stream was launched in June 2021. 

Grant opportunity guidelines are developed for each stream of the Modern Manufacturing Initiative. 

Legislative authority is provided through the Industry Research and Development (Modern 
Manufacturing Initiative Program) Instrument 2021 made under Section 33 of the Industry, Research 
and Development Act (1986). 

 Form of subsidy 

All three streams of the Modern Manufacturing Initiative are competitive merit-based grants 

programs. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

All three streams of the Modern Manufacturing Initiative are targeted at Australian businesses with 

projects that align with at least one of the six National Manufacturing Priority areas: 

• Space; 

• Medical products; 

• Resources technology and critical minerals processing; 
• Food and beverage; 
• Recycling and clean energy; 

• Defence. 
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Eligible applications are considered by an assessment committee who make recommendations to 
the decision maker on the merits of each application. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Translation and Integration streams offer funding of between AUD 1 million to AUD 20 million 
to cover up to 50% of eligible project costs. 

The Collaboration stream offers funding of between AUD 20 million and AUD 200 million to cover up 

to 33% of eligible project costs. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

0 0 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Modern Manufacturing Initiative commenced in 2020/21 with funding to 2023/24. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

5.4  Manufacturing Modernisation Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Manufacturing Modernisation Fund. 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the Manufacturing Modernisation Fund is to help modernise the Australian 

manufacturing sector by stimulating business investment in new technologies and processes through 
co-funding capital investments. The adoption of new technologies will encourage innovation, boost 
productivity, create and retain more jobs and grow Australia's competitiveness in manufacturing. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

There have been two rounds of the Manufacturing Modernisation Fund. The first round was launched 

in September 2019. Round two was launched in December 2020 as part of the 
Australian Government's Modern Manufacturing Strategy. 

Grant opportunity guidelines are developed for each round of the Manufacturing Modernisation Fund. 

Legislative authority is provided through the Industry Research and Development (Manufacturing 
Modernisation Fund Program) Instrument 2019 made under Section 33 of the Industry, Research 
and Development Act (1986). 

 Form of subsidy 

The Manufacturing Modernisation Fund is a competitive merit-based grants programme. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Manufacturing Modernisation Fund is targeted at manufacturing small and medium-sized 
Australian enterprises with up to 199 employees (headcount). As round two formed part of the 

Australian Government's Modern Manufacturing Strategy, projects for this round also needed to 
demonstrate alignment to at least one of the six National Manufacturing Priorities which are: 
resources technology and critical minerals processing, food and beverage, medical products, 

recycling and clean energy, defence, and space. 

Eligible applications are considered by an assessment committee who make recommendations to 
the decision maker on the merits of each application. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Round one of the Manufacturing Modernisation Fund offered funding through two streams, small 
grants of between AUD 50,000 to AUD 100,000 to cover up to 50% of eligible project costs; and 

large grants of between AUD 100,000 and AUD 1 million to cover up to 25% of eligible project costs. 

Round two provided grants of between AUD 100,000 and AUD 1 million to cover up to 25% of eligible 
project costs. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

2.219 19.595 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Manufacturing Modernisation Fund commenced in 2019/20 with funding to 2022/23. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

5.5  Supply Chain Resilience Initiative 

 Title of Subsidy 

Supply Chain Resilience Initiative. 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial year 2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the Supply Chain Resilience Initiative is to build Australia's resilience to future supply 

chain shocks by government and industry understanding and addressing vulnerabilities associated 
with accessing critical products. This will help better position the Australian economy to resist, 
absorb, accommodate, recover and transform. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The AUD 107 million Supply Chain Resilience Initiative was established as part of the Modern 
Manufacturing Strategy. The Supply Chain Resilience Initiative aims to strengthen Australia's ability 
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to access critical products and inputs, better positioning Australia to respond to future supply chain 
disruptions. The initiative includes: 

• working with industry to further develop our understanding of critical supply chains, to 
identify vulnerabilities and supply options to address them, resulting in the development 

of Sovereign Manufacturing Capability Plans; 
• a AUD 100 million Supply Chain Resilience Initiative grant opportunity which aims to 

incentivise business to invest in capabilities to address identified supply chain 

vulnerabilities. 

 Form of subsidy 

The Supply Chain Resilience Initiative is a competitive merit-based grants programme. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Australian firms with projects which build resilience and address supply chain vulnerabilities 

associated with critical product categories identified in associated Sovereign Manufacturing 
Capability Plans. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Supply Chain Resilience Initiative grant opportunity offers funding of between AUD 50,000 to 
AUD 2 million to cover up to 50% of eligible project costs for projects which build resilience and 

address supply chain vulnerabilities associated with critical product categories identified in 
associated Sovereign Manufacturing Capability Plans. 

Actual expenditure 

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 

AUD million AUD million AUD million 

10 45 45 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Supply Chain Resilience Initiative operates over four years with funding from financial year 
2021/22 to 2023/24. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

6  PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLES 

6.1  Automotive Transformation Scheme (ATS) 

 Title of the subsidy 

Automotive Transformation Scheme (ATS). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

ATS encourages competitive investment and innovation in the Australian automotive industry in a 

way that will provide improved environmental outcomes and promote the development of workforce 
skills. 
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 Background and authority for the subsidy 

As part of the A New Car Plan for a Greener Future, the Government announced that the Automotive 
Competitiveness and Investment Scheme (ACIS) would be replaced by the ATS. The ATS was 

established by the Automotive Transformation Scheme Act 2009. The administration/authority for 
the allocation of benefits under the scheme is the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science. 

ATS operates from 1 January 2011 to 31 December 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Eligible participants will receive assistance in the form of payments in arrears for allowable 

expenditures. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Participants may be motor vehicle producers (MVPs), automotive component producers, automotive 
machine tools and tooling producers or automotive service providers. For MVPs, payments are made 
in arrears on the basis of a percentage of allowable production and allowable investments in plant 
and equipment and research and development. 

For other participants, payments are made in arrears on the basis of a percentage of allowable 
investments in plant and equipment and research and development. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Each participant's total benefits under ATS are limited to 5% of its eligible sales for the preceding 
year. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

42.9 17.9 

 Duration 

1 January 2011 to 31 December 2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

6.2  Automotive Innovation Lab Access Grants 

 Title of Subsidy 

Automotive Innovation Lab Access Grants. 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial year 2019/20 to 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The objectives of the Automotive Innovation Lab Access Grants are to: 

• support business to access automotive test facilities and design and prototyping services; 

and 
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• support new automotive product development and enhance business capability for 
Australian businesses, building their capacity to deliver diversified product offerings and 
supply to local and international markets. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The AUD 7 million Automotive Innovation Lab Access Grants is part of the AUD 10 million Innovation 
Lab component of the AUD 100 million Advanced Manufacturing Fund designed to boost innovation, 

skills and employment in advanced manufacturing in Australia. 

 Form of subsidy 

The Automotive Innovation Lab Access Grants is a competitive merit-based grants program 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Businesses undertaking automotive product design and development using external facilities can 
apply for funding. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Automotive Innovation Lab Access Grants provides funding of between AUD 50,000 to 
AUD 200,000 to cover up to 50% of eligible project costs to access test facilities and design and 
prototyping services to support new automotive product development. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

2.3 0 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Automotive Innovation Lab Access Grants will provide funding over three years from 2018/19 
to 2020/21. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

6.3  Automotive Innovation Lab Facilities Stage II 

 Title of Subsidy 

Automotive Innovation Lab Facilities Stage II. 

 Period covered by notification 

Financial year 2019/20 to 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the grant is to support Australian advanced manufacturing companies to test and 

develop new automotive aftermarket products by giving them access to high technology tools and 
equipment, vehicles and data. 
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 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The AUD 3.0 million Automotive Innovation Lab Facilities Stage II was announced on 
24 October 2018 as part of the Australian Government's AUD 100 million Advanced Manufacturing 

Fund designed to boost innovation, skills and employment in advanced manufacturing in Australia. 

 Form of subsidy 

This grant opportunity has been established as a one-off or ad hoc grant. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The subsidy is provided to the Australian Automotive Aftermarket Association Limited. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Automotive Innovation Laboratory Access Grants provides funding of AUD 3million to be used 
for the following activities: 

• setting up a test facility for developing automotive aftermarket products in South Australia; 
• purchasing equipment to enhance the Victorian automotive laboratory; 

• setting up a shopfront in South Australia to facilitate South Australian manufacturers' 
access the Victorian automotive laboratory. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

0.0 N/A 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Grant funding is available over 2018/19 and 2019/20. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

7  REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

7.1  Geelong Region Innovation and Investment Fund 

 Title of subsidy 

Geelong Region Innovation and Investment Fund (GRIIF). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Geelong Region Innovation and Investment Fund aims to encourage new investment to create 

new or additional business capacity that results in sustainable jobs. 
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 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The GRIIF was originally announced as a AUD 24.5 million programme with contributions of 
AUD 15 million from the Australian Government, AUD 4.5 million from the Victorian Government and 

AUD 5 million from Ford Australia. Subsequent to the original amount, Alcoa of Australia Limited 
provided a AUD 5 million contribution to the GRIIF in response to its decision to close its aluminium 
smelter in Geelong. 

 Form of subsidy 

The GRIIF provides competitive, merit-based grants to businesses. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Businesses are required to apply for grants under the GRIIF for business investment projects which 

generate sustainable employment and strengthen and diversify the Geelong economy. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The minimum grant is AUD 50,000 and there is no maximum grant. Grants may be up to 50% of 

eligible expenditure. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/2020 2020/2021 

AUD million AUD million 

4.0 0.1 

 Duration of subsidy 

The Fund runs from 2013/14 to 2020/21. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

7.2  Growth Fund – Next Generation Manufacturing Investment Programme 

 Title of subsidy 

Next Generation Manufacturing Investment Programme. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Next Generation Manufacturing Investment Programme supports capital investment projects in 
manufacturing with demonstrated growth potential. Projects must take place in Victoria or 
South Australia. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Australian Government announced the establishment of an AUD 155 million Growth Fund in 
response to the closure of Australia's car manufacturing industry by 2017. The Next Generation 

Manufacturing Investment Programme is one element of the Fund. It is an AUD 60 million 
programme, comprising AUD 36 million from the Commonwealth Government and AUD 12 million 
each from the Victorian and South Australia Governments. 
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 Form of subsidy 

The Next Generation Manufacturing Investment Programme provides competitive grants to 
businesses. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Businesses are required to apply for grants under the Next Generation Manufacturing Investment 

Programme for capital projects which will establish or expand manufacturing operations in 
South Australia or Victoria in new or high value manufacturing outside of automotive. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Round 1 grants ranged from AUD 500,000 to AUD 5 million and were capped at 50% of eligible 
costs. Round 2 grants were capped at AUD 2.5 million and one third of eligible project costs. 

Actual expenditure 

2019/2020 2020/2021 

AUD million AUD million 

15.8 10.3 

 Duration of subsidy 

The Next Generation Manufacturing Investment Programme is to operate over five years from 
2015/16 to 2019/20. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

7.3  Regional Growth Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Regional Growth Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To provide grants of AUD 10 million or more for major transformational projects, which support long 

term economic growth and create jobs in regions, including those undergoing structural adjustment. 

The Australian Government's grant funding, through this Program, is expected to leverage 
investment from the private sector, not-for-profit organisations and other levels of government in 

the region. 

The Program will fund projects across a range of key economic categories including, but not limited 
to: transport and communications, tourism, manufacturing and primary industries. 

The Program will fund projects that are for 'common-use' infrastructure or private use infrastructure 

that will deliver significant and sustainable benefits to the region by creating jobs and flow-on 
benefits to the economy. 
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The expected outcomes of the Program are to: 

• create jobs; 
• drive economic growth; 
• build stronger regional communities. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

In the 2017/18 Budget the Australian Government announced the establishment of a 

AUD 272.2 million RGF to support major infrastructure projects in regional Australia. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grant. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Regional Growth Fund is a competitive grants program. The program was run as a two stage 
assessment process. Stage One required applicants to submit an Initial Application for a competitive 
assessment against eligibility and merit criteria. Projects were then selected by a Ministerial Panel 
to proceed to Stage Two - Full Business Case. The Minister for Transport and Regional Development 

approved funding following advice from the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and 
Regional Development. 

Funding proponents must be a legal entity, have an Australian Business Number (ABN) or Australian 

Company Number (ACN), and be one of the following entities: 

• a private sector business; 
• a State or Territory Government; 

• a local governing body as defined by the Local Government (Financial Assistance) 
Act 1995; 

• a not-for-profit organisation that has been established for at least two years. 

The grants deliver outcomes to communities in regional Australia through supporting such projects 

as: 

• the construction of a marine tourism precinct including an expanded ferry terminal and 
integrated transport and tourism hub; and 

• the upgrade and extension of a potato processing facility to increase production capacity. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Department administers AUD 272.2 million. Grants range in amount with AUD 10 million being 
the minimum grant offered. The Program is providing grant funding for 15 projects. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

July 2018 to June 2022. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

7.4  Regional Jobs and Investment Packages 

 Title of Subsidy 

Regional Jobs and Investment Packages. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To provide grants to councils and local businesses to help diversify regional economies, stimulate 
economic growth and deliver sustainable employment in ten pilot regions across five Australian 

states. 

Each region was committed funding of between AUD 20 million and AUD 30 million. 

In selecting each of the ten regions, the Government considered a range of factors including recent 

structural changes in the local economy and whether or not regions were under pressure from falling 
commodity prices and the down-turn in the mining and manufacturing sectors. 

In each region, Local Planning Committees developed Local Investment Plans that provided an 
economic and strategic overview of the region, outlined future workforce needs, identified 

investment sectors and set out high-level strategic priorities. Applications had to align with key 
priorities identified in the Local Investment Plans. 

The Program funds projects through three "streams": 

• business innovation; 
• local infrastructure; and 
• skills and training. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

In the 2016 Federal Election the Australian Government announced funding of AUD 200 million for 

the establishment of the Regional Jobs and Investment Packages program. An additional 
AUD 22.3 million was subsequently appropriated bringing the total funding to AUD 222.3 million. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grant. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Regional Jobs and Investment Packages program is a competitive grants program. It is 
administered by the Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources Business Grants Hub 
(the Hub) on behalf of the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and 

Communications. 

All applications were assessed by the Hub against eligibility and merit criteria, as detailed in the 
program guidelines. The Department provided recommendations to the Ministerial Panel which then 

decided which grants to approve for funding. 

Proponents that sought funding under the Local Infrastructure and/or the Skills and Training streams 
were required to have an Australian Business Number (ABN), and be one of the following entities: 

• a not-for-profit organisation that is a legal entity and has been established for at least two 

years; 
• a local governing agency or body defined by the Local Government (Financial Assistance) 

Act 1995. 

Proponents seeking funding under the Business Innovation stream were required to: 

• have an Australian Business Number (ABN) 
• be non-tax-exempt 
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• and be one of the following entities: 
o a company, incorporated in Australia 
o an incorporated trustee on behalf of a trust 

The types of projects approved include a mineral water manufacturing facility in Tasmania, a health 

services precinct in Queensland and a shellfish hatchery in New South Wales. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Department administers AUD 222.3 million for the program. A total of 233 projects were 
approved with the grant amounts ranging from AUD 5,454 to AUD 6.5 million. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

July 2017 to June 2022. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

7.5  Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility  

 Title of the subsidy 

Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility (NAIF) is to provide financing 
assistance to the States and Territories and to other entities for the development of 

Northern Australia economic infrastructure. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The NAIF authority arises from the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility Act 2016 (the 
NAIF Act). The NAIF Act was amended with the passing of the Northern Australia Infrastructure 
Facility Amendment (Extension and Other Measures) Act 2021. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The NAIF manages a AUD 5 billion lending facility provided by the Commonwealth Government that 
provides concessional financing to projects to accelerate infrastructure development and thereby 

drive transformational growth in northern Australia. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To be eligible for funding by the NAIF an applicant must satisfy relevant mandatory criteria: 

a) Involve the development or enhancement of infrastructure; 

b) Be of public benefit; 
c) Be in, or have significant benefit for, northern Australia; 

d) For debt finance, be able to repay or refinance NAIF's debt; 
e) Have an Indigenous engagement strategy; and 
f) For equity investments, generate a return to Government. 
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 Level of subsidy per unit 

Actual expenditure: 

2019/2020 2020/2021 

AUD million AUD million 

84.14 297.94 

 Duration 

The NAIF Act commenced on 1 July 2016 establishing the facility and the current window for 
investment closes at 30 June 2026. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

8  ALUMINIUM 

8.1  Portland Aluminium Smelter Assistance Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Portland Aluminium Smelter Assistance Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The purpose of the program was to fund urgent capital improvements, repairs and maintenance 

required to restart production after an unexpected power failure caused significant damage to the 
Portland Aluminium Smelter. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The legislative basis for this program is the Industry and Research Development Act 1986. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct one-off grant. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Unincorporated Joint Venture Partners of the Portland Aluminium Smelter. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The direct grant of AUD 30 million was paid to the operating entity of the Portland Aluminium Smelter 
on behalf of the Unincorporated Joint Venture Partners. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

January 2017 – 30 June 2021. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

9  ENERGY PROGRAMS 

9.1  Energy Efficient Communities Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Energy Efficiency Communities Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

This is an Australian Government program which provides grants to assist businesses and community 
organisations to improve their energy efficiency practices and technologies, reduce their energy use 
and power bills. Five round of grants have been delivered to date, including two rounds for 
community organisations and three rounds for businesses. This notification focuses on the three 

round for business include the dairy farming businesses round, the small business round and the 
high energy using business round. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

This Australian Government program is funded under the Climate Solution Package as part of the 
2019/20 Federal Budget. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding is provided through a grant agreement between the Commonwealth and the business 

receiving the grant. Businesses must apply for the grant through an application process managed 
by the Australian Government Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources. To be eligible 
for a grant, businesses must meet the eligibility requirements outlined in the Grant Opportunity 
Guidelines. The program in demand driven, which means applications are assessed and approved in 

order of submission. Grants are approved by a delegate within the department. Grant recipients 
must submit a project completion report to demonstrate they have completed the project for which 
the grant was awarded. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding is provided through a grant agreement between the Commonwealth and the business 

receiving the grant. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

This is a AUD 51.2 million program, including funding for community groups and funds for the 
government to administer the program. The dairy farming business round offered AUD 10 million in 
funding for grants for up to AUD 20,000 to dairy farming businesses. Funding was allocated 
proportionally across Australian states and territories. The small business round offered 

AUD 9.06 million in funding or grants for up to AUD 20,000 for small businesses. Funding was 

allocated equally across all federal electorates. The high energy using business round offered 
AUS14.8 million in funding for grants for up to AUD 25,000 for high energy using businesses with a 

1:1 co-contribution requirement. Funding was allocated proportionally across Australian states and 
territories. 
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Actual Expenditure 

2019/2020 2020/2021 

AUD million AUD million 

N/A – no expenditure in business grant streams. 15.446 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Round 1 of the program (community round) opened in March 2020. The program has grant funding 
to 2021/22, with program closure and evaluation to occur in 2022/23. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

10  RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAMS 

10.1  Advancing Renewables Program 

 Title of the subsidy 

Advancing Renewables Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Advancing Renewables Program supports a broad range of development, demonstration and 
pre-commercial deployment projects that can deliver affordable and reliable renewable energy for 
Australian families and businesses. The Program Objective is to fund Activities that contribute to one 

or more of the following. Program Outcomes: 

(a) reduction in the cost of renewable energy; 
(b) increase in the value delivered by renewable energy; 
(c) improvement in technology readiness and commercial readiness of Renewable Energy 

Technologies; 
(d) reduction in or removal of barriers to renewable energy uptake: 
(e) increased skills, capacity and knowledge relevant to Renewable Energy Technologies". 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The ARP was launched in July 2015. 

The Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) was established by the Australian Government 
on 1 July 2012 under the Australian Renewable Energy Agency Act 2011 (as amended) (ARENA Act) 
with a remit to improve the competitiveness and increase the supply of renewable energy in 
Australia. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding is provided against specific milestones in accordance with individual funding agreements. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funds were committed to 74 projects through individual funding agreements. The dollar value for 

each funding agreement varied depending on the specific project. Applicants were assessed against 
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merit criteria and specific eligibility requirements. Applications were assessed by a technical advisory 
group. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding ranged from AUD 136,000 to AUD 47 million per project. The total commitments made for 
2019/2020 and 2020/21 amounted to AUD 291 million. 

 Duration 

Duration varies according to individual funding agreements. The last funding agreement expires on 
30 June 2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

10.2  Future Fuels Fund 

 Title of the subsidy 

Future Fuels Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Future Fuels Fund aims to reduce barriers to businesses and fleets to choose new vehicle 

technologies in the road transport sector. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The FFF was launched in February 2021. 

The Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) was established by the Australian Government 
on 1 July 2012 under the Australian Renewable Energy Agency Act 2011 (as amended) (ARENA Act) 

with a remit to improve the competitiveness and increase the supply of renewable energy in 
Australia. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding was provided against specific milestones in accordance with individual funding agreements. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funds were committed to 15 projects through individual funding agreements. The dollar value for 
each funding agreement varied depending on the specific project. Applicants were assessed against 
merit criteria and specific eligibility requirements. Applications were assessed by a technical advisory 

group. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding ranged from AUD 300,000 to AUD 2.5 million per project. The total commitments made for 
2020/21 amounted to AUD 17.5 million. 
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 Duration 

Duration varies according to individual funding agreements. The last funding agreement expired on 
30 June 2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

10.3  Commercialisation of R&D Funding Initiative Pilot 

 Title of the subsidy 

Commercialisation of R&D Funding Initiative Pilot. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Offer kick-start funding grants of AUD 100K each, for projects of up to one year, to advance the 
development of a commercially viable product from renewable energy technology developed through 
R&D. Activities that may be considered for funding include: 

- prototype development and trials; 

- market research and customer analysis; 
- techno-economic analysis; 
- development of a market entry and market uptake strategy. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The CRD was launched in July 2019. 

The Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) was established by the Australian Government 
on 1 July 2012 under the Australian Renewable Energy Agency Act 2011 (as amended) (ARENA Act) 
with a remit to improve the competitiveness and increase the supply of renewable energy in 
Australia. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding is provided against specific milestones in accordance with individual funding agreements. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funds were committed to 5 projects through individual funding agreements. The dollar value for 

each funding agreement varied depending on the specific project. Applicants were assessed against 
merit criteria and specific eligibility requirements. Applications were assessed by a technical advisory 
group. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding ranged from AUD 96, 000 to AUD 104,000 per project. The total payments made for 

2019/2020 amounted to AUD 500,000. 
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 Duration 

Duration varies according to individual funding agreements. The last funding agreement expires on 
30 June 2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

11  RESOURCES 

11.1  Carbon Capture and Storage Flagships (CCS Flagships) 

 Title of the subsidy 

Carbon Capture and Storage Flagships. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The program aimed to support a small number of demonstration projects to: 

• capture carbon dioxide emissions from industrial processes; 
• provide transport infrastructure (generally pipelines); and 

• safely store carbon dioxide underground in stable geological formations. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Established in 2009, the CCS Flagships Program formed part of the Government's Clean Energy 
Initiative. CCS Flagships was designed to develop commercial scale integrated CCS projects in 
Australia. It also aimed to prove up Australia's geological storage resources, trial CCS transport and 

storage technologies, build domestic skills and capacity and strengthen strategic collaboration with 
promising international capture projects. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding was provided against specific milestones in accordance with individual funding agreements. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funds were committed to ten projects through individual funding agreements. The dollar value for 
each agreement varied depending on the specific project. Applicants were competitively assessed 
against merit criteria and needed to meet specific eligibility requirements. An Independent 

Assessment Panel was established to assess proposals. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding ranged from AUD 693,000 to AUD 95.2 million per project. Total payments made in 
2017/18 amounted to AUD 31,694,000 and AUD 7,563,000 in 2018/19. 

 Duration 

Duration varied according to individual funding agreements. The program commenced in 2009 and 
the last funding agreement expires on 30 June 2022. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

11.2  Coal Mining Abatement Technology Support Package (CMATSP) 

 Title of the subsidy 

Coal Mining Abatement Support Package (CMATSP) 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Coal Mining Abatement Technology Support Package (CMATSP) was designed to provide 

assistance to the coal industry to reduce fugitive methane emissions, in particular ventilation air 
methane (VAM), by facilitating research and deployment of methane abatement technologies. The 
CMATSP also aimed to supplement and support the coal industry's own research activities to pilot 
innovative technologies to capture and mitigate methane emissions and to develop safe abatement 

practices. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The CMATSP was introduced in July 2011 as part of the Coal Sector Assistance Program (CSAP), and 
under the government's Clean Energy Future Plan. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding was provided against specific milestones in accordance with individual funding agreements. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funds were committed to six projects through individual funding agreements. The dollar value for 
each funding agreement varied depending on the specific project. Applicants were competitively 

assessed against merit criteria and specific eligibility requirements. Applications were assessed by a 
technical advisory group. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding ranged from AUD 218,000 to AUD 12.5 million per project. The total payments made for 
2019/2020 amounted to AUD 20,000 and AUD 2,213,000 for 2020/21. 

 Duration 

Duration varies according to individual funding agreements. The last funding agreement expired on 
30 June 2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

11.3  Gas Acceleration Program 

 Title of the subsidy 

Gas Acceleration Program. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 to 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The program was intended to help accelerate gas development and supply to address pressures in 
Australia's east coast gas market. The program supported projects with the greatest likelihood of 

securing new and significant volumes of gas for domestic gas customers from onshore gas fields by 
30 June 2020. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The measure was announced on 9 May 2017. The Australian Government provided a total of 
AUD 26 million in funding over three years from 2017/2018 to 2019/2020. The funding was provided 

to a small number of companies selected through a competitive grant application process. The 
funding is administered through grant agreements under the Industry Research and Development 
Act 1986. The program terminated on 30 June 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Australian Government reimbursed the grant recipients for up to 50% of eligible costs upon 
completion of activities described in the grant agreements. Reports on drilling gas wells, construction 

of gas infrastructure and evidence of such expenditure had to be provided before payments could 
be made. 

 To whom and how the subsidy was provided 

The program provided businesses with matched funding grants of up to AUD 6 million to accelerate 

the responsible development of onshore natural gas for domestic gas consumers. The grants aim 

was to stimulate investment in a diverse range of projects from competing gas producers. This was 
to address potential gas supply shortfalls in target markets and encourage the accelerated 
development of onshore gas resources. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Grants were awarded as follows: AUD 6.5 million in 2017/2018; AUD 13 million in 2018/2019 and 
AUD 6.5 million in 2019/2020. Payments were made accordingly, except for two final payments 

totalling AUD 400,000 in 2019/20, which were withheld due to projects not completing by the 
30 June 2020 deadline. 

 Duration 

2017/2018 to 2019/2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

12  SPACE PROGRAMMES 

12.1  International Space Investment 

 Title of the subsidy 

International Space Investment: Expand Capability. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Expand Capability is an element of the International Space Investment (ISI) initiative, which 
provides funding to strategic space projects that grow the Australian space industry and build 

collaboration with international space agencies. 

The objectives of the ISI Expand Capability funding stream are to: 

• expand the capability and capacity of the Australian space sector and support job creation; 

• demonstrate the Australian space sector's ability to successfully deliver space-related 
products and services internationally. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The ISI initiative was announced as part of the Australian Technology and Science Growth Plan – 
growing the Australian space industry initiative in 2018. The program will run over three years from 
2019/20 to 2021/22, providing Australian businesses with opportunities to become involved with 

international space agencies or established international space programs. 

The ISI program supports the Australian Civil Space Strategy 2019-2028 and legislative authority 
for the program is established through the Industry Research and Development (International Space 

Investment Initiative Program) Instrument 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Expand Capability stream is a competitive, merit-based grants program. 

Grants under the Expand Capability funding stream will be a minimum of AUD 100,000 up to a 
maximum of AUD 4 million. The grant amount may be up to 100% of the eligible project costs. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Australian companies and publicly funded research organisations who meet the eligibility 
requirements set forth in the ISI Expand Capability Grant Opportunity Guidelines. 

The program is delivered through AusIndustry and administered in accordance with the 
Commonwealth Grant Rules and Guidelines 2017. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The total expenditure of the ISI is AUD 15 million. The expenditure of the Expand Capability funding 
stream is AUD 11 million to 10 projects. 

Actual Expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

3 4.5 

 Duration 

The ISI was announced in the 2018/19 Budget and provides AUD 15 million over three years from 
2019/20 to 2021/22. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

12.2  Moon to Mars 

 Title of the subsidy 

Moon to Mars: Supply Chain Capability Improvement. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Supply Chain is an element of the Moon to Mars initiative and consists of both grant and facilitation 

components. Supply Chain Capability Improvement Grants provide Australian businesses with grant 
funds to build capacity to deliver products and services into domestic and/or international space 
industry supply chains that could support Moon to Mars activities. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Moon to Mars initiative was announced by the Prime Minister on 21 September 2019 when a 
new partnership between the Australian Space Agency and NASA was launched. The initiative forms 

an important element of the Australian Civil Space Strategy 2019-2028 and through this initiative, 
Australian organisations will join with NASA and other international partners to bring Australian 
capabilities to space, the Moon, Mars and beyond. 

Legislative authority for the program is established through the Industry Research and Development 
(Moon to Mars Program) Instrument 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Supply Chain Capability Improvement stream is an open non-competitive merit-based grants 
program. 

Grants under the Supply Chain Capability Improvement funding stream will be a minimum of 

AUD 250,000 up to a maximum of AUD 1 million. The grant amount may be up to 75% of the eligible 
project expenditure. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Australian businesses with a demonstrated domestic and/or international space supply chain 
opportunity, who meet the eligibility requirements set forth in the Moon to Mars Initiative: Supply 

Chain Capability Improvement Grant Opportunity Guidelines. 

The program is delivered through AusIndustry and administered in accordance with the 
Commonwealth Grant Rules and Guidelines 2017. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The total expenditure of the Moon to Mars Supply Chain program is AUD 47.2 million and the total 

expenditure of the Supply Chain Capability Improvement Grants is AUD 25.7 million. 

Grants under the Supply Chain Capability Improvement funding stream will be a minimum of 
AUD 250,000 up to a maximum of AUD 1 million. The grant amount may be up to 75% of the eligible 
project expenditure. 
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Actual Expenditure 

2019/2020 2020/2021 

AUD million AUD million 

0 2 

 Duration 

Supply Chain Capability Improvement Grants opened on 27 August 2020 and will run until 
1 May 2023, or when funds are exhausted. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

12.3  Moon to Mars 

 Title of the subsidy 

Moon to Mars: Demonstrator. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Demonstrator program is an element of the Moon to Mars initiative. The Demonstrator program 

will support the development of space projects through two separate grant opportunities aligned 
with phases of space mission development: 

• Demonstrator Feasibility Grants: feasibility activities including concept studies and 

development, technical development, preliminary design, technological completion and 
business case development. 

• Demonstrator Mission Grants: development activities including final design, fabrication, 
system assembly, integration, qualification, launch and operation 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Moon to Mars initiative was announced by the Prime Minister on 21 September 2019 when a 

new partnership between the Australian Space Agency and NASA was launched. The initiative forms 
an important element of the Australian Civil Space Strategy 2019-2028 and through this initiative, 
Australian organisations will join with NASA and other international partners to bring Australian 

capabilities to space, the Moon, Mars and beyond. 

Legislative authority for the program is established through the Industry Research and Development 
(Moon to Mars Program) Instrument 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Demonstrator Feasibility stream is an open competitive merit-based grants program. Applicants 
must provide a minimum of AUD 50,000 contribution to the eligible project expenditure and the 

remaining expenditure can be covered by the grant, within the range below: 

• minimum grant amount of AUD 50,000; 
• maximum grant amount of AUD 200,000. 

The Demonstrator Mission stream has not yet commenced (as at 9 Sept 21). Guidelines are expected 
to be released in Q4 2021. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Australian businesses and publicly funded research organisations with space projects that will 
showcase Australia's strengths to the world. 

The program is delivered through AusIndustry and administered in accordance with the 
Commonwealth Grant Rules and Guidelines 2017. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The total expenditure of the Moon to Mars Demonstrator program is AUD 45.2 million. 

The total expenditure of the Demonstrator Feasibility Grants is AUD 3.7 million. Applicants must 

provide a minimum of AUD 50,000 contribution to the eligible project expenditure and the remaining 
expenditure can be covered by the grant, within the range below: 

• minimum grant amount of AUD 50,000; 
• maximum grant amount of AUD 200,000. 

The total expenditure of the Demonstrator Mission Grants is AUD 41.5 million. The stream will 
provide grants of up to AUD 10 million. Guidelines are expected to be released in Q4 2021. 

Actual Expenditure 

2019/2020 2020/2021 

AUD million AUD million 

0 2.8 

 Duration 

The Demonstrator Feasibility Grants opened on 3 November 2020 and ran until 22 December 2020. 
The Demonstrator Missions grants are expected to open in late 2021. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

SUB-FEDERAL PROGRAMMES 

The States/Territories provide investment attraction/assistance programs (marked with a * under 
the individual State/Territory entries) designed to attract investment from and between the States. 
The following is an estimate of the aggregated level of funding for these programmes for the 

financial years 2019/20 and 2020/2021 together with the estimated number of firms 
assisted/investment packages offered. Due to the nature of these programs (which may involve in 
some cases the provision of advisory facilitation services), the funding levels can reflect budget 
figures as opposed to actual grants paid. 

Financial Year 2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million (approximate) 32.1 19.4 

No. of companies packages offered In excess of 50 In excess of 50 

13  AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

13.1  Innovation Connect 

 Title of Subsidy 

Innovation Connect.* 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Innovation Connect is an early-stage commercialisation program that provides matched-funding 
support for technology focused Canberra based start-ups and entrepreneurs to accelerate viable, 

innovative ideas along the commercialisation pathway. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Innovation Connect was announced as a 2008/09 Budget initiative by the ACT Government and 
was administered by the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate, 
ACT Government. In 2018/19, the ACT Government entered into a partnership arrangement with 

the CBR Innovation Network to administer the program. A Deed of Grant between the ACT 
Government and the CBR Innovation Network manages the partnership arrangement. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grants. 

To be eligible to receive an Innovation Connect grant, a start-up/business must have: 

• operations based in Canberra; 

• annual turnover of less than AUD 2 million; and 
• an Australian Business Number (ABN) (by the time the grant is awarded). 

The business must also be prepared to enter into a formal Deed of Grant with the CBR Innovation 

Network. 

 To whom the subsidy is provided 

The Innovation Connect (ICON) grant offers eligible early-stage innovative entrepreneurs and 
start-ups an opportunity to apply for a competitive, matched-funded grant of between AUD 10,000 
and AUD 30,000. The grant helps new starters get their projects to the next level, funding product 
development, building prototypes, and developing a go-to-market plan. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Grants range between AUD 10,000 and AUD 30,000. 

 Duration of subsidy 

Innovation Connect has funding appropriation to 30 June 2021. Future appropriation will be subject 

to ACT Budget consideration. Since the partnership arrangement commenced, the duration of 
assistance to applicants is agreed between the applicant and the CBR Innovation Network. 

 Statistical data permitting as assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

13.2  CBR Screen Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

CBR Screen Fund. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The CBR Screen Fund (which supersedes the Screen Production Fund) is a business and industry 
development program that co-funds, alongside other investors, in commercially focused projects 

that are wholly or partly undertaken in Canberra, and with significant Canberra elements or Canberra 
based production content. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The CBR Screen Fund is an ACT Government initiative established in 2018/19 to replace the Screen 
Production Fund, with a funding allocation of AUD 5 million over seven years. It is administered by 

Screen Canberra on behalf of the ACT Government. 

 Form of the subsidy 

• Late stage development (with market attachment) 

• Equity, debt and structured funding 
• P&A funding 
• Enterprise funding 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Screen production companies undertaking all or part of their production in Canberra. Payments are 

made upon signing of a contract which specifies a drawdown schedule and meeting of milestones. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

In 2019/20, the CBR Screen Fund supported four projects with a total investment of AUD 303,000. 
In 2020/21, the CBR Screen Fund supported eight projects screen productions with a total 
investment of AUD 724,518. In addition, in 2020/21 Screen Canberra established the MADE IN CBR 
fund to provide specific support to ACT screen professionals whose work and income were negatively 

impacted by COVID-19. During the period MADE IN CBR approved nine applications providing total 
funding support of AUD 180,310. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

CBR Screen Fund is ongoing. MADE IN CBR was established as a one-off initiative specific to 
2020/21 period. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

13.3  Priority Investment Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Priority Investment Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 
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 Policy Objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Priority Investment Program (which supersedes the Key Capability Area Funding program) is a 
competitive funding program aimed at facilitating collaboration between the ACT Government, 

industry, research and tertiary education sectors to attract investment and grow priority sectors of 
Canberra's economy. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The ACT Government commitment to economic development and the higher education and research 
sector is delivered by working in collaboration with institutions to support ongoing development of 

areas of strength, to diversify the economy and to stimulate economic growth. 

The Priority Investment Program builds on previous ACT Government investment to the higher 
education and research sector to develop critical mass and capability in the sectors that contribute 
to the ongoing diversification of Canberra's economy. 

The Program targets known priority sectors of cyber security, space, defence, renewable energy, 
agri-technology and education; areas where Canberra has known and established strengths. The 
Program's design provides flexibility to enable the ACT Government to respond to other emerging 

investment opportunities that demonstrate strong potential, including from non-priority areas. 

The Program is part of the Government's election commitment to "provide funding to boost the 
capabilities in the Territory's key areas of strength." It is also described in Canberra: A statement of 

ambition, which focuses on: attracting and retaining talented people, opening and diversifying our 
local economy, and embracing change through digitisation, innovation and knowledge. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Competitive grants. 

 To whom the subsidy is provided 

Projects that demonstrate involvement of a consortium of collaborators from industry and the higher 
education and research sector. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

During the 2019/20 FY period, three projects were awarded funding support totalling AUD 2 million. 
During the 2020/21 FY period, four projects were awarded funding support totalling 

AUD 1.82 million. Projects covered the agri-technology, renewable energy and space sectors. The 
mean and median allocation per project in 2019/20 was AUD 430,000 and in 2020/21 was 
AUD 450,000. 

 Duration of subsidy 

Three years commencing in 2018/19 and ending in 2020/21. 

 Statistical data permitting as assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14  NEW SOUTH WALES 

14.1  Commercial Fisheries Fee Waivers (DPI Fisheries) 

 Title of the subsidy 

Fee Waivers. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Initially to aid industry recovery from natural disasters then to aid industry recovery from economic 
impacts of COVID 19. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Fisheries legislation gives the responsible Minister power to partially or fully waive select or all 

relevant fees, thus providing some flexibility to deal with unexpected circumstances.  

 Form of the subsidy 

Annual Fisheries Management Charges: partial waiver with two thirds of annual fees waived in 
2019/20 and one third of annual fees waived in 2020/21. 

Annual commercial fishing licence fees waived in 2020/21. 

Annual commercial fishing boat licence fees waived in 2020/21.  

 To whom and how is the subsidy provided 

NSW commercial fishers received the subsidy. It was provided by way of a reduction 

in annual management charges during 2019/20 and 2020/21, and by way of not having to 
pay commercial fishing licence fees and fishing boat licence fees in 2020/21. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Annual Fisheries Management Charges partially waived equated to a subsidy of AUD 2,166,303 in 
2019/20.  

Annual Fisheries Management Charges partially waived equated to a subsidy of AUD 1,079,493 in 
2020/21.  

Annual Commercial Fishing Licence fees fully waived equated to a subsidy of AUD 310,000 in 
2020/21.  

Annual Fishing Boat Licence fees fully waived equated to a subsidy of AUD 260,000 in 2020/21. 

 Duration 

This is not an ongoing subsidy program. Fee waivers are only used in special circumstances such 
as the above cases where the commercial fishing industry was impacted by natural disasters and 
COVID-19. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.2  Aboriginal Commercial Fisher Fee Waivers (DPI Fisheries) 

 Title of the subsidy 

Fee Waivers. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To provide a small fee reduction in recognition that these businesses forego income and provide a 
social good by freely providing a proportion of their commercial catch to their local Aboriginal 

communities. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Fisheries legislation gives the responsible Minister power to partially or fully waive certain or all 
relevant fees. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Community Contribution Fee waived in 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

Annual Fisheries Management Charges: 10% of normal fees waived in 2019/20 and 2020/21.  

 To whom and how is the subsidy provided 

NSW Aboriginal commercial fishers received the subsidy. It was provided by way of not having to 
pay the annual Community Contribution Fee in 2019/20 and 2020/21, and by receiving a 

10% reduction in annual management charges during 2019/20 and 2020/21 (noting this was in 
addition to the management charge fee waivers provided to all commercial fishers as detailed in the 
section above). 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Annual Community Contribution Fee fully waived equated to a subsidy of AUD 2,400 in 2019/20.  

Annual Community Contribution Fee fully waived equated to a subsidy of AUD 2,700 in 2020/21. 

Annual Management Charge Fee (taking into account whole of industry management charge partial 
fee waiver in 2019/20), partial fee waiver equated to a subsidy of AUD 2,294 in 2019/20. 

Annual Management Charge Fee (taking into account whole of industry management charge 

fee partial waiver in 2020/21) partial fee waiver equated to a subsidy of AUD 5,060 in 2020/21.  

 Duration 

At this point in time there is no plan to remove the current fee waiver arrangements. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available. 

14.3  Supporting Seafood Futures (DPI Fisheries) 

 Title of the subsidy 

Supporting Seafood Futures - grants program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20. 



G/SCM/N/372/AUS 
 

- 70 - 

 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To increase the value, through consumption of farmed and wild caught NSW seafood, of shopper 
options across a broader variety of NSW seafood and drive awareness and build social licence of the 

NSW fishing community. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Supporting Seafood Futures grants program was designed to build marketing and promotion 
capability within seafood businesses through small-scale (less than AUD 10,000) and large-scale 
(AUD 10,000 to AUD 200,000) grants. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants. 

 To whom and how is the subsidy provided 

The owner or an employee of a registered business in NSW, and a current registered commercial 
fisher or business or holder of an aquaculture permit in NSW. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Small scale (less than AUD 10,000) and large-scale (AUD 10,000 to AUD 200,000) grants. 

Total expenditure of AUD 500,000.  

 Duration 

12 months. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.4  Eat More Seafood (DPI Fisheries) 

 Title of the subsidy 

Eat More Seafood Grants Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To increase the value, through consumption of farmed and wild caught NSW seafood, increase 
shopper options across a broader variety of NSW seafood, and drive awareness and build social 
licence of the NSW fishing community. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Supporting Seafood Future grants program was designed to build marketing and promotion 

capability within seafood businesses through small-scale (less than AUD 10,000) and large-scale 
(AUD 10,000 to AUD 100,000) grants. 
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 Form of the subsidy 

Grants. 

 To whom and how is the subsidy provided 

Grants to owners of a registered seafood business in NSW (at least 50% of the applicant's business 
activity involves the production or sale (value or quantity) of NSW seafood, NSW commercial fishing 

licence holders, fishing business owners in NSW, holders of an aquaculture permit in NSW, seafood 
industry associations or like-seafood industry entities whose members meet one of the above criteria. 
In addition, applicants, or their representative organisations/employers, must hold an Australian 

Business Number/Australian Company Number, or be an incorporated association. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Small scale (less than AUD 10,000) and large-scale (AUD 10,000 to AUD 100,000) grants. 

Total expenditure of AUD500,000. 

Note this grants program opened in May 2021, however no grant funding was approved/allocated 
within the 2020/21 year. 

 Duration 

12 months. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available.  

14.5  Aquaculture Debt Waiver (DPI Fisheries) 

 Title of the subsidy 

Aquaculture Debt waiver - under DPI's current Aquaculture Debt and Fee Waiver Policy AQP001. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Promote industry recovery from natural disasters (bushfires) and economic impacts of 

COVID-19.  The current policy aims to promote viable aquaculture industries by providing short term 
debt relief in circumstances of financial hardship. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Fisheries legislation gives the responsible Minister power to partially or fully waive select or all 
relevant fees, thus providing some flexibility to deal with unexpected circumstances. Section 288B 

of the Fisheries Management Act 1994 and the Aquaculture Debt and Fee Waiver Policy 
(AQP001) which sets out the circumstances under which aquaculture related fees may be waived. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Full debt waiver of all annual lease and permit fees (permit contribution, research levy, lease 
security, lease rental). 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

2019/20 - All current Aquaculture Permit Holders provided with full debt waiver. 

2020/21 - Aquaculture Permit Holders in the Macleay River estuary (11) were offered the opportunity 

to apply for a full debt waiver.  Applicants were required to meet set criteria as per the current policy. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

2019/20 - fee waivers equating to a subsidy of AUD 663,126. 
2020/21 - fee waivers equating to a subsidy of AUD 5,378. 

 Duration 

This is not an ongoing subsidy program. Fee waivers are only used in special circumstances such as 
the above cases where the aquaculture industry was impacted by natural disasters and 

COVID-19. They require approval and are only offered as part of a specific event.  

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.6  Startup Support Program (Jobs for NSW) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Startup Support Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Startup Support Program helps promising startups to progress from proof of concept stage to a 
minimum viable product. The NSW Government supports startups as they will provide the pipeline 
of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) that will grow future jobs. 

The Sydney Startup Hub was established to leverage the power of clusters to drive the creation of 
the jobs of the future via the support of startups in Sydney's CBD. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Jobs for NSW Fund was approved as a four-year program (financial year 2015/16), designed to 
support high growth SMEs and startups to create new jobs in New South Wales. 

The Sydney Startup Hub provides rental and fit out subsidies to tenanted Startup support 

organisations so that they may achieve long-term sustainability and a pipeline of growing startups. 

 Form of the subsidy 

● Minimum Viable Product grant program – grants for early stages development of prototypes 
● Sydney Startup Hub – grants for fitout and rental subsidy. 

 To whom and how the subsidy was provided 

Minimum Viable Product grants are available as a milestone-based grant to pre-revenue startups 
with a demonstrable product or concept. 
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Sydney Startup Hub subsidies are paid to selected tenants of the Sydney Startup Hub. 

 Level of subsidy 

The level of subsidies outlined below includes any rollover of project subsidies from the Innovate 

NSW Program to the Minimum Viable Product grant. 

Minimum Viable Product - 50% of project costs to a maximum of AUD 25,000. Expenditure for 
FY 2019/20 was AUD 3,446,183.25 and for FY 2020/21 was AUD 3,454,436.43. 

Sydney Startup Hub - AUD 35 million in rental and fit out subsidies over five years finishing 2021/22. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Duration is agreed between the client and Jobs for NSW. The timeframe for project completion 
for the Minimum Viable Product is generally 3-5 months. 

Sydney Startup Hub rental subsidies are paid over five years on a reducing scale each financial year. 

Sydney Startup Hub provided additional one-off rent relief assistance during COVID from 2020/2021. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.7  Solutions Pilot (Jobs for NSW) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Regional Solutions Pilot. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 to 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Jobs for NSW has a legislative mandate to invest at least 30% of its four-year AUD 190million Fund 
in businesses in regional NSW. The purpose of the Regional Solutions Pilot was to help grow new 
jobs in regional NSW as well as contributing towards achieving the 30% regional funding target. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Regional Solutions program was part of a Regional Jobs Now product offering approved by the 
Jobs for NSW Board and the Deputy Premier of NSW. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grant funding for NSW regional businesses creating more than 10 new full time equivalent jobs 

within 2 years. 

 To whom and how the subsidy was provided 

A total of 15 projects were approved for funding of AUD 3.86m. 

 Level of subsidy 

In financial year 2019/20 AUD 320,000 was paid. 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

Funded projects were generally expected to be completed by 30 June 2019 (i.e. a 2 year period). 
Several extensions were granted due to exceptional circumstances (e.g., impact of drought). 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.8  Jobs for NSW Loan Products 

 Title of Subsidy 

Loan Products. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

New loan products ceased to be offered after March 2019. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To assist SMEs to scale quickly and create jobs for NSW by providing financial support to businesses 
that struggle to access finance from traditional lenders. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The products were introduced by the Jobs for NSW Board to meet a market gap in private lending. 

This program enables SMEs to access loans at a competitive market rates (Regional Growth Loan 

has no interest) to be able to grow their businesses, develop a credit history to assist with future 
lending and to create new jobs. 

 Form of the subsidy 

There are three Program components: 

• Accelerating Growth Loan - direct loan at an interest rate of 9.2%. 

• Regional Growth Loan - Direct interest free loan. 
• Strategic Growth Loan - A flexible loan structure at an interest rate of 9.2%. 

 To whom and how the subsidy was provided 

• Accelerating Growth Loan - for emerging and fast growth small and medium enterprises in 
Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong to create a minimum of 10 FTEs within 2 years. 

• Regional Growth Loan - for emerging and fast growth SMEs in regional NSW outside of 

Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong, to create a minimum of 10 FTEs within 2 years. 
• Strategic Growth Loan -for emerging and fast growth SMEs anywhere in NSW to create a 

minimum of 20 FTEs within 3 years. 

 Level of subsidy 

• Accelerating Growth Loan - AUD 200,000 - AUD 500,000 loan. 
• Regional Growth Loan - AUD 200,000 - AUD 500,000 loan. 

• Strategic Growth Loan - AUD 500,000 - AUD 1.2million. 

In financial year 2019/20 AUD 600,000 was provided. 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

• Accelerating Growth Loan - up to 3 years; 
• Regional Growth Loan - 4 years; 

• Strategic Growth Loan - up to 4 years. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.9  Jobs for Loan Guarantee 

 Title of Subsidy 

Loan Guarantee. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

New loan guarantees ceased to be offered after March 2019. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To increase the amount of bank financing available to fast growth SMEs by providing government 
backing in the form of additional loan guarantees for private loans that enable business growth and 

job creation. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The product was introduced by the Jobs for NSW Board to meet a market gap and enable SMEs 
greater access to private finance. This program enables SMEs to access private loans to grow their 
businesses, and to create new jobs. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Jobs for NSW acts as a guarantor for eligible SMEs accessing bank financing. 

 To whom and how the subsidy was provided 

The product is available to fast growth SMEs with revenue of at least AUD 3 million who have an 
inability to access sufficient funds to enable business expansion. 

In financial year 2019/20, AUD 9.75 million of loan guarantees were provided. 

 Level of subsidy 

Jobs for NSW will act as a guarantor of up to 50% of the loan with a maximum guarantee of 
AUD5 million of the total loan. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Repayment term of typically 2-5 years. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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14.10  Jobs Action Plan Payroll Tax Rebate Scheme 

1. Title of Subsidy 

Jobs Action Plan Payroll Tax Rebate Scheme 

2. Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

3. Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The purpose of the Scheme is to assist in the creation of new jobs by establishing a payroll tax 

rebate scheme that gives employers an incentive to increase the number of their full time equivalent 
(FTE) employees, for a period of at least two years. 

4. Background and authority for the subsidy 

In 2011 the NSW Government announced the Jobs Action Plan - Targeting 100,000 new jobs for 

NSW over a period of two years. The Jobs Action Plan is a key priority of the NSW Government and 
provides eligible NSW businesses with a payroll tax rebate when they employ new workers in new 
eligible employment. 

The rebate is available for eligible jobs commencing on or after 1 July 2011 and before 1 July 2019. 

Revenue NSW (previously the NSW Office of State Revenue) administers the Scheme through the 
Payroll Tax Rebate Scheme (Jobs Action Plan) Act 2011. 

5. Form of the subsidy 

The Scheme provides for a payroll tax rebate to eligible employers who increase their full time 
equivalent employees over a two-year period. 

6. To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The rebate is provided to eligible employers who pay payroll tax and increase their full time 
equivalent employees over a two year period after 1 July 2011. To receive the Jobs Action Plan 
rebate, the minimum employment for the new job is 2 years starting on the date the employment 

is commenced. A registration for a new job must be made within 90 days of the job commencement 
date. 

New jobs commencing on or after 31 July 2016 will only be eligible for the rebate if the employer's 

FTE employee number, prior to the new job, is at or below 50. 

Employers are required to register (online) the employment of a person in a position that is a new 
job and advise the number of FTE employees immediately before the position was filled. At the one 
year anniversary of the employment of the new person, the employer can claim the rebate (online) 

provided they advise of an increase in the FTE. 

The employment of a person is included in the rebate scheme if the employment meets all of the 
following conditions: 

• A person is employed (full time, part-time or casual) in a position that is a new job. 
• The employment commenced on or after 1 July 2011. 

• The employment is maintained for a period of at least 2 years, to be eligible for the full 

rebate. 
• The services of the employee are performed wholly or mainly in NSW. 
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7. Level of subsidy per unit 

The rebate is paid to each individual employer/business. 

• From 1 July 2011-30 June 2013 the rebate was paid to employers in two instalments; 

AUD 2,000 at the first anniversary of the employment of the new person and AUD 2,000 

at the second anniversary. This equated to AUD 4000 for each new employee. 
• From 1 July 2013, the second year rebate was increased to AUD 3,000, equating to 

AUD 5000 for each new employee. 

• From 31 July 2016, the total rebate amount per new job increased to AUD 6,000. New jobs 
commencing on or after 31 July 2016 receive a rebate of AUD 2,000 payable on the first 
anniversary and AUD 4,000 on the second anniversary. 

8. Duration of the subsidy 

The subsidy is provided as a rebate in two annual instalments, after the first and second 
anniversaries of employment. 

9. Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available. 

14.11  Study NSW Partner Projects 

 Title of Subsidy 

Study NSW Partner Projects. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Study NSW Partner Projects are jointly-funded projects delivered in partnership with the international 
education industry to further Study NSW goals, including growing international student numbers in 
NSW and improving the quality of their experience. The aim of Partner Projects is to encourage 

collaboration within the NSW international education sector to deliver strategic, innovative projects 
which demonstrate a strong benefit to the sector and address sector gaps. Partner projects are 
selected and funded through a competitive process. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Partner Projects program was launched in September 2014, alongside Study NSW's 

establishment. It is central to Study NSW's project delivery model. Subsidy funding draws 
from Study NSW's recurring operational expenditure budget. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding is provided through a direct funds transfer to the project partner established through 
a Grant Agreement between the Department and the project partner. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Payments are made to project partner through two instalments. The first payment at 
commencement of the project with the second delivered mid-project when the partner 

provides a report on project progression. 
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 Level of subsidy 

Total funding contribution for all selected Partner Projects: 

2015/16: AUD  289,000 (ex GST) 

2016/17: AUD  260,000 (ex GST) 
2017/18: AUD  326,450 (ex GST) 
2018/19: AUD  324,408 (ex GST) 

2019/20: AUD  271,099 (ex GST) 
2020/21: AUD  301,393 (ex GST) 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Ongoing. Study NSW holds a Partner Project application round each year and each project 
duration is for the financial year of the funding round. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.12  Legacy Programs 

 Title of Subsidy 

Legacy Programs - Regional Industries Investment Fund (RIIF) and State Investment Attraction 

Scheme (SIAS). * 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

These programs were established to drive economic growth (RIIF in regional NSW and SIAS by 
supporting businesses who wanted to invest in NSW). 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The programs were created in 2011 through a NSW Government decision to amalgamate 11 former 
industry subsidy programs. The programs ceased operating on 30 June 2015. However, the NSW 
Government continues to manage projects where there are financial commitments. The last 

commitment will cease in June 2022. 

 Form of the subsidy 

These are grants-based programs providing limited financial assistance on a case-by-case basis. 
Financial assistance did not exceed 80% of the projected payroll tax revenues over the first five 
years of the project. 

 To whom and how the subsidy was provided 

• RIIF – financial support was provided for investment projects in regional NSW. 
• SIAS – financial support was provided to attract investment to NSW. 

 Level of subsidy 

The amount of financial assistance varied with each project. See above table for the aggregated 

expenditure and the estimated number of firms assisted for financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

The duration of subsidy was agreed between the Department and the project proponent on a case 
by case basis. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.13  Cyber Security Industry Placement Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Program to support cyber security industry placements. 

 Period covered by the notification  

Financial year 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

Provide cyber security skills development to students in the workplace for enhanced workforce 
readiness. Costs of the subsidy will cover up to AUD 15,000 for business to on-board and cover the 
student's wage for the placement. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Cyber Security Industry Placement Program was developed as part of NSW's Cyber Security 

Strategy 2021. The purpose is to enhance the cyber security skills and workforce in NSW and help 

the cyber security industry to grow, as well as ensure cyber resilience and R&D innovation is 
fostered through the highly skilled workforce. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Wage or placement offsets to eligible companies which demonstrate they have successfully delivered 
cyber placements for eligible students. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The program is not yet implemented. Funding was secured in May 2021. A wage offset will be paid 
to any eligible NSW domiciled business which demonstrates they have met the program criteria up 

until the funding has expired. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Up to AUD 15,000 per placement wage offset over the duration of the program. The total funding 
available is AUD 3.2 million. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is funded until end of 2023/24. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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14.14  Jobs Plus Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Program to stimulate the NSW economy by supporting job creation. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the Jobs Plus Program is to strengthen the NSW economy by supporting the creation 

of 25,000 jobs to 30 June 2024. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The AUD 250 million Jobs Plus Program was approved by the NSW Cabinet and announced by the 
Premier in November 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Program levers include: 

Payroll tax relief 

Up to a four-year period, for every new job created where a business has committed to create at 

least 30 net (20 in non-metropolitan areas) new jobs related to the new investment project. 

Subsidised training packages rebate 

Structured as a rebate paid to the proponent on audited accounts of pre-approved outcomes, a 

training, apprenticeship, or internship subsidy for the cost of training those new employees related 
to the new investment project who are NSW residents. 

Enabling infrastructure rebate 

Structured as a rebate paid to the proponent on audited accounts of pre-approved outcomes, 
subsidising the cost of a new business or investment project to connect to shared infrastructure or 
building new infrastructure to support their business needs. This includes support to access roads, 
utilities, data facilities, telecommunications, information technology, workspaces and capital 

equipment. 

Access to subsidised Government accommodation and spaces on a short-term basis 

For high growth international and NSW-based businesses, looking for short-term accommodation 

(up to two years) where the NSW Government owns or manages available ready-to-use spaces 
where a discount can be applied. The Program will offset a proportion of the cost to the NSW 
Government of the business utilising the agreed space. 

Streamlined planning approvals 

An Investment NSW dedicated relationship manager will provide assistance on site selection and, in 

coordination with the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment's Planning Delivery Unit, 
the Program will provide an accelerated planning pathway to a state planning consent for greenfield 

development projects which are expected to create a minimum of 150 net new full-time jobs. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To be considered for support under the Program, an applicant must meet the following qualification 
criteria: 

• Commit to the creation of a minimum of 30 new FTE jobs in NSW with hiring commencing 
before June 2022 and complete by June 2024; 

• Be either: 

o An ABN registered business: 
• with at least 20 FTE employees in Australia at the time of application, and 
• operating for at least two years; 

o A foreign owned entity with at least 80 FTE employees globally providing written intent 
to establish a subsidiary or branch office in NSW through a physical presence, with 
staff located and paid in NSW; and 

• Be a revenue-generating business. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Jobs Plus Program does not operate on a subsidy per unit basis. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is funded until end of 30 June 2024. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.15  TechVouchers 

 Title of Subsidy 

TechVouchers. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

TechVouchers enable NSW small-to-medium enterprises to connect with a research expert and 

access high-tech equipment for an innovative project. In the reporting year, the government 
co-contribution of AUD 15,000 was matched by the business for a short-term joint project with 
partners of the Boosting Business Innovation Program (BBIP). 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

In the reporting year, the TechVouchers program was a component of the BBIP, launched in 2016 

by Department of Industry to build the state's innovation capacity through new infrastructure and 
business capability programs in Sydney and regional ecosystems in partnership with all eleven 
universities and CSIRO in NSW. Funding for the BBIP ended in June 2020. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The TechVoucher is the NSW Government contribution of up to 50% of the cost of the project to a 
maximum of AUD 15,000. The business co-contribution is a minimum 50% of the project budget. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy was provided 

SMEs that met certain eligibility criteria, including being incorporated in NSW, have fewer than 200 
employees and have turnover less than AUD 30 million per annum. 

 Level of subsidy 

In financial year 2019/2020 AUD 358,904 was paid. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The TechVouchers program ended on June 30, 2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.16  Physical Sciences Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Physical Sciences Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 to 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The NSW Physical Sciences Fund (PSF) is a AUD 5 million program (pa) supporting the development 

and commercialisation of promising NSW technologies. The PSF aims to build on strengths in 
research across a wide range of scientific fields by supporting the translation of research through 
the product life cycle. The PSF targets innovative devices/systems within Technology Readiness Level 

(TRL) 3 – 7 to help them move along the TRL scale and enable them to attract large-scale private 
investment. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The PSF is modelled on the NSW Medical Devices Fund administered by the Office of Health & Medical 
Research. The PSF was launched in 2019 as an initiative under the Research Attraction and 
Acceleration Program (RAAP) managed by the Office of the NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer (OCSE). 

The program was approved on 11 December 2018 and the appointment of the Expert Panel to 
evaluate the applications was subsequently approved on 21 February 2019. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Payments are made via a direct grant upon execution of a funding agreement between the 
Department (now Investment NSW) and the successful applicant (company). There is a 

requirement in the agreement that should the company reach a certain profit threshold in relation 
to the project, the grant will be paid back to the government. 

To be eligible for the PSF, you must be: 

• a financially viable company or commercial enterprise based in NSW (e.g. location of 

manufacturing jobs, headquarters based in NSW, NSW investment); have an Australian 
Business Number (ABN); and is a legal entity; or 

• an individual who agrees to form such an entity so that the Department can enter into a 

legally binding funding agreement; or 
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• a NSW public research organisation applying through its appropriate technology transfer 
office or the Chief Executive Officer (or equivalent) of the research organisation that will 
become a separate entity before entering into a legally binding funding agreement with the 
Department. 

The project must: 

• seek to progress a device or system along the commercialisation pathway 
• be innovative (i.e. new to market) 

• be headquartered in NSW and demonstrate that most of the project activities will take 
place in NSW 

• deliver economic, social and/or environmental benefit to NSW. 

Applicants must hold the Intellectual Property or the rights to commercialise the device/system. 

Applicants eligible for and/or who have received funding from the NSW Medical Devices Fund are 
not eligible for the PSF. 

 To whom and how the subsidy was provided 

Funding takes the form of a cash contribution. The grants are provided to successful deep tech 
companies who are awarded funding by the Expert Panel at the end of an annual round. Upon 

execution of agreement with the OCSE, companies forward invoices and funding is released 
approximately within a 30-day period. 

 Level of subsidy 

Since its launch in 2019 the PSF has supported 9 companies with AUD 9.5 million in grant funding. 
The third round is currently underway with successful recipients to be awarded grants by the end of 

2021. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is ongoing with AUD 5 million annual funding provisioned under the RAAP budget. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.17  Farm Innovation Fund 

 Title of the subsidy 

Farm Innovation Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Farm Innovation Fund (FIF) is a concessional loan scheme that is intended assist farmers in 
NSW to identify and address risks to their farming enterprises, improve permanent farm 

infrastructure, ensure long term productivity and sustainable land use. It also assists farmers to 
better manage risks arising from seasonal conditions, including drought. Without government 

intervention, less on-farm capital works are constructed than is optimal from a regional development 
perspective. The benefits of capital investments on-farm are not captured solely by the landholder 
but extend to the broader community. 
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This program aims to achieve: 

• Drought preparedness - farm businesses are better placed to address adverse seasonal 
conditions with less reliance on future assistance measures as a result of the capital works. 

• Environment - the environmental condition of the land is improved as a result of the capital 

works. 
• Natural Resources - the value or quality of natural resources are improved as a result of 

the capital works. 

• Farm infrastructure - farm businesses have improved profitability as a result of the capital 
works. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Farm Innovation Fund is part of the NSW Government's Drought Strategy and is a long term, 
fixed interest rate loan for NSW farmers for permanent on-farm infrastructure. The 
NS  Government's drought relief measures are in line with the national Intergovernmental 

Agreement on National Drought Program Reform. The RA Act establishes the RAA as a specialist 
administrator of government financial assistance programs including loans, grants, rebates and 
subsidies. The NSW RAA is a statutory body under the Government Sector Finance Act 2018 (NSW). 

The RAA is governed by the Rural Assistance Act 1989 (NSW) (the RA Act). That Act prescribes to 
whom assistance can be provided. Guidelines are approved by the RAA Board or the Minister. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Loans offered through the FIF are 20-year term concessional loans. The interest rate is fixed from 
the date of approval and applies for the term of the loan. The rate applied in 2021/20 and 2020/21 
was 2.5%. 

As the FIF attempts to achieve a social equity objective, the NSW Government does not recover the 

net costs of this program. The program addresses regional inequality and improves the self-reliance 
of farm businesses with broader benefits accruing to the people of NSW more broadly. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

During 2019/20 the RAA approved 353 FIF loans with AUD 80 million in assistance provided. In 

2020/21, 288 loans were approved and AUD 78.5 in assistance was provided. 

The NSW Government provided an interest rate waiver for Farm Innovation Fund loans as part of 
the NSW Government's Drought Strategy. In 2019/20 the RAA waived AUD 6.5M in interest 

payments. In 2020/21 the RAA waived AUD 4.4M in interest payments. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

In 2019/20 and 2020/21 a concessional loan of up to 100% of the net cost (exclusive of the Goods 

and Services Tax) of eligible works to a maximum of AUD 1M per project, with a total of AUD 1M 
outstanding at any one time. The net cost was determined by deducting the amount of any other 
Government grants relating to the proposed works. Loans must be fully drawn down within 

12 months of approval. Security was taken in the form of a statutory first charge and registered 
caveat over property. 

 Duration 

Loans are issued up to 20 years, dependent upon the amount borrowed and the applicant's ability 
to repay. In 2017-19 the interest rate was set at 50% of the NSW Treasury Bond Rate as at 1 July 

of the financial year that the application is approved. In the reporting period that was 2.5% p.a.. 
The rate is fixed from the date of approval and applies for the term of loan. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.18  Drought Assistance Fund 

 Title of the subsidy 

Drought Assistance Fund (DAF). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Drought Assistance Fund (DAF) was opened in June 2018 to provide loan assistance for 

producers in drought affected areas with the cost of transporting fodder for stock to properties, stock 
to agistment, returning stock from agistment, domestic water, stock drinking water and stock to 
sale or slaughter. 

In 2019/20 and 2020/21 NSW experienced an improvement in drought conditions and the Drought 

Assistance Fund program was closed on 30 June 2021. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The NSW Government's drought relief measures are in line with the national Intergovernmental 
Agreement on National Drought Program Reform. The measures encourage drought preparedness 
and responsiveness to animal welfare concerns. 

The Rural Assistance Authority Act 1989 (NSW) establishes the NSW Rural Assistance Authority as 
a specialist administrator of government financial assistance programs including loans, grants, 
rebates and subsidies. The NSW RAA is a statutory body under the Government Sector Finance 

Act 2018 (NSW). The RAA is governed by the Rural Assistance Act 1989 (NSW) (the RA Act). That 
Act prescribes to whom assistance can be provided. Guidelines are approved by the RAA Board or 
the Minister. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The DAF was a concessional loan scheme that provided relief in drought. The zero interest rate is 
fixed from the date of approval and applies for the term of the loan. The rate applied in 2021/20 and 

2020/21 was 0.0%. The first 2 years of DAF loans were repayment free and up to 5 years of principal-
only repayments followed. 

Repayments could be made monthly, half yearly, quarterly or annually. Security is taken in the form 

of a statutory charge. 

This emergency drought relief measure can be considered a subsidy because of the concessional 
loan terms. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Drought Assistance Fund loans 

In 2019/20 831 DAF loans were approved and AUD 39M of assistance was provided. 

In 2020/21, 734 loans were approved and AUD 42.1M of assistance was provided. 
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 Level of subsidy per unit 

The DAF was opened in June 2018. Eligible primary producers can be provided 7-year interest free 
loans up to AUD 50,000 for 2019/20, adjusted to AUD 100,000 for 2020/21, to cover 100% of costs 

(GST exclusive) to assist with: 

• transport of stock, fodder and/or water; 
• installation of on-farm fodder & water infrastructure; 

• banking of genetic material of breeding livestock, and 
• in 2019, other activities that promote profitability and resilience as a result of the on-farm 

investment. 

 Duration 

DAF concessional loans have a term of 7 years. 

The loan term is two years repayment free from the date the loan is drawn down and then up to five 

years of principal only repayments. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.19  Seafood Innovation Fund Loan Scheme 

 Title of the subsidy 

Seafood Innovation Fund Loan Scheme. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Seafood Innovation Fund (SIF) opened for applications in June 2019. 

The SIF is an incentive-based initiative to assist businesses within the seafood sector in NSW to 
identify and address risks to their business, improve permanent assets and infrastructure, ensure 

long term productivity and sustainable use of the marine, estuarine and land-based environment, 
while aiding in building resilience to changes in seasonal conditions. The availability of loans is 
subject to funds being available. 

The low interest rate loans are intended to enable the fishing and aquaculture industries to focus on 
long term business profitability and long term benefits for the sustainability of the marine, estuarine 
and land-based environment. The low interest loans assist investment in four key areas: 

• Preparedness: risk reduction and adaptability to changing seasonal conditionals and 
climatic events. 

• Environment: promoting environmentally sustainable fishing and farming infrastructure, 
methodologies and equipment to minimise impact on the environment. 

• Fishing and Aquaculture Farming Equipment and Assets: replacing unsafe or inefficient 
assets and equipment to ensure business best practice, legal requirements, and safety and 

environmental standards are met. 

• Transport & Logistics: ensuring that product reaches markets in optimum condition through 
holding tanks and refrigeration units, new transport systems, and new market software. 
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 Background and authority for the subsidy 

In January 2019, the Minister for Primary Industries agreed to expand the Farm Innovation Fund to 
include applications from the NSW commercial fishing and aquaculture industries. 

The Department of Primary Industries - Fisheries and the RAA entered into a heads of agreement 
that outlines the expectations and responsibilities of the parties. 

The RAA was appointed to administer the scheme under section 25 of the RA Act. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The SIF provides a concessional loan for up a to 20 years for up to 100% of the net, GST exclusive 

cost of approved works or acquisitions to a maximum of AUD 500,000. The net cost is determined 
by deducting the amount of any other government grants relating to the proposed works. Works 
must be completed within 12 months of the date of loan approval. The concessional interest rate 
applied as at the date the loan is approved. The rate applied in 2021-20 and 2020-21 was 2.5%. 

Repayments can be made monthly, quarterly, half-yearly or annually. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

In 2019/20 22 SIF loans were approved and AUD 2.9M of assistance was provided. In 2020/21, 
16 loans were approved and AUD 2.5M of assistance was provided. 

Eligible applicants are an aquaculture permit holder, a commercial fishing business owner, fishing 

licence holder, or a registered fish receiver. The business must operate as a sole trader, partnership, 
trust or private company and trade in NSW seafood products. The applicant must earn a majority of 
their gross income (at least 51%) from the seafood business/enterprise or be a "new entrant", i.e. 

operating for between 12 months to three years, and more than 50% of gross income is expected 

to be derived from the business within three years of the date of the application. Gross non-business 
assets must not exceed AUD 5,000,000. A detailed business plan must also be provided with the 
application. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Consistent with the Farm Innovation Fund, a concessional loan of up to 100% of the net cost 

(exclusive of the Goods and Services Tax) of eligible works to a maximum of AUD 250,000 per 
project, with a total of AUD 500,000 outstanding at any one time. The net cost is determined by 
deducting the amount of any other Government grants relating to the proposed works. Applicants 

could only apply once in any 12 month period. A second application could only be approved on 
condition that the previous application has been fully drawn. Security was taken in the form of a 
statutory first charge and registered caveat over property. 

 Duration 

Loans are issued up to 20 years, dependent upon the amount borrowed and the applicant's ability 
to repay. The concessional interest rate is applied as at the date the loan is approved. The rate 

applied in 2021/20 and 2020/21 was 2.5%. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.20  NSW Forest Industries Innovation Fund Loan Scheme 

 Title of the subsidy 

Forest Industries Innovation Fund (FIIF) Loan Scheme. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/2021. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Forest Industries Innovation Fund (FIIF) is part of the NSW Government's Forestry Industry 
Roadmap. The FIIF is designed to help improve the profitability of the NSW timber industry and 

drive employment growth, drive new investment and innovation to enhance the NSW forest 
industry and position the NSW forest industry to adjust and capitalize on new opportunities. 

The FIIF aims to foster the development and adoption of innovative new technologies, approaches 

or products to increase sustainable economic growth and support jobs in regional areas to: 

• improve the industry's capacity to meet current timber demands; 
• support investment in new technology that: 

o optimises efficiency and cost effectiveness of wood production and log and residue 

processing to improve the sector's productivity and financial sustainability; and 
o respond to a changing wood supply resource. 

• promote a better understanding of the timber resource that is available into the future; 

• promote the sustainable management of NSW forests; 
• support the development of economic opportunities in regional NSW; and 
• drive the development of innovative new products and market opportunities, such as 

engineered timber, increasing the number of business opportunities available to the 
sector. 

The availability of loans is subject to project proposals meeting the programs objectives and the 
funds being available. 

The FIIF was designed to deliver sustainability benefits including: 

• savings of timber through productivity and efficiency improvements; 
• lowering of business costs and increasing employment; 

• emissions reduction (local and/or global); 
• reducing toxic waste; 
• reducing land and/or water degradation; 

• economic and environmental benefits by opening or expanding market opportunities. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

A Memorandum of Understanding between the NSW Department of Primary Industries - Forestry, 
and the NSW Rural Assistance Authority (RAA) was concluded on 1 September 2018. The RAA is the 
delivery agency for the FIIF. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The FIIF provides long-term low-interest loans for projects that that deliver outcomes under the 
NSW Government policy statement, the NSW Forestry Industry Roadmap 'pillar 4 - supporting 

industry innovation and the exploration of new markets for forest products'. 

The 2.5% fixed rate of interest is lower than commercial interest rates available in the private credit 
market. The security for the loan is determined in relation to each application and could include a 

statutory charge and registered caveat over the property or other business assets. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The FIIF loan scheme conditions and terms were modelled on the NSW Government's Farm 
Innovation Fund which had been successfully supporting farmers since 2015. The low interest loans 

are targeted at businesses involved in: 

• Plantation and/or native forest operations; 
• Forest product processor/ milling operations; 

• Silvicultural or native forest harvest / haulage contracting; or 
• Production or development of forestry industry inputs or outputs including market 

development. 

The lead proponent in an application may not be a State Owned Corporation or a government agency. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The FIIF provides concessional loans up to 100% of the net cost of an approved project (exclusive 

of the Goods and Services Tax), up to AUD 5 million per project. The net cost is determined by 
deducting the amount of any other Government grants relating to the proposed works. Applicants 
can only apply once in any 12 month period. 

A second application could only be approved on condition that the previous application had been 
fully drawn down. 

In 2019/20 the RAA approved two applications and provided a total of AUD 3.1 million in assistance. 

In 2020/21 the RAA approved three applications and provided AUD 7.4 million in assistance. 

Repayments could be monthly, half yearly or annual repayments of principal and interest generally 

in line with applicant's cash flow and in accordance with the milestones the applicant committed to 
in their approved project proposal. 

 Duration 

The duration of FIIF loan scheme is until June 2022 or until program funds are fully committed. The 

FIIF loans can be up to 20 years. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.21  Farm Business Skills Program 

 Title of the subsidy 

Farm Business Skills Professional Development Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Farm Business Skills Professional Development Program (FBS Program) was announced as part 
of the 2015 NSW Drought Strategy. It opened on 2 November 2015 and applications closed on 
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30 June 2020. The FBS Program supported farm business in all conditions, but particularly in relation 
to preparing for and responding to drought. It provided farm businesses with: 

• the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills to build improved resilience and 
adaptability in the agricultural business; 

• exposure to new ideas, tools and techniques that businesses can use; 
• a range of products and services that engage the wide diversity of skills, knowledge and 

experience within the agricultural business sector; 

• a focus on building the skills and knowledge of agricultural businesses to manage risk, 
financial and business planning or decision making capacity. 

Three professional development priority areas were supported: 

• risk management; 

• financial and business management; 
• farm business planning/drought preparedness. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Farm Business Skills Professional Development Program was developed as part of the NSW 
Government's Drought Strategy announced in 2015 that focuses on preparedness, improved 

decision making and targeted support for rural communities. The Strategy was developed after the 
2013 Intergovernmental Agreement on National Drought Program Reform. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The FBS program reimbursed pre-approved expenses related to farm business skills development. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Anyone involved in the management of a primary production enterprise is eligible to participate in 
the program. Eligible participants must provide a signed statutory declaration showing that more 
than 50% of their income derives from primary production. Eligible participants include: 

• the principal operator and spouse; 
• partners and other family members; 
• managers who are not family members. 

FBS Program funds can be used for 

• course fees; 
• travel costs (fuel, accommodation, meals); 

• child/respite care costs (from a registered provider); 
• software that is specifically related to the professional development activity. 

During 2019/20 the RAA approved 481 applications and provided AUD 1.1M in assistance. 

In 2020/21 the RAA approved 167 FBS applications and provided AUD 0.8M in assistance. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Farmers approved to participate in this scheme can claim reimbursement of up to AUD 5,000 over 

the five year life of the program, or up to AUD 9,000 per farm business for pre-approved courses 
that meet a particular farm business requirement or address a business knowledge gap. The first 

eligible recipient in a farm business can claim up to AUD 5000 and up to a maximum of four (4) 

additional people can claim up to AUD 1,000 each for a maximum of AUD 9,000 for the farm business 
over the five years of the program. 
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 Duration 

The program funding was limited to a maximum of AUD 6 million. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

14.22  Coal Innovation NSW fund grants program 

 Title of the subsidy 

Coal Innovation NSW Fund grants program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

This funding program aims to assist emerging energy technologies, that may provide future solutions 

to reducing greenhouse gas emissions from the mining and use of coal, through direct investment 
in research, development and demonstration (RD&D) projects. 

Coal Innovation NSW has funded three rounds of R&D grants through a competitive Expression of 
Interest process. The grant rounds commenced in 2009, 2015 and 2019. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Coal Innovation Administration Act 2008 is an Act of the NSW Parliament and establishes the 

Coal Innovation NSW Fund. The Act provides for four purposes for which money can be expended 
from the Coal Innovation NSW Fund. The purposes of the fund include providing funding for research 
into, and development of, low emissions coal technologies, funding demonstration of low emissions 

coal technologies and funding commercialisation of low emissions coal technologies. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Payments from the Coal Innovation NSW Fund grants program are provided as a direct cash grant. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Coal Innovation NSW Fund grants program has funded 28 RD&D grants. Grantees include a 

broad range of universities, research institutions and businesses that use or mine coal. The subsidy 
is provided as a cash grant. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Coal Innovation NSW invested AUD 3,693,235 across 19 grants in the 2019/2020 financial year and 
AUD 1,673,793 across 10 grants in the 2020/2021 financial year. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Funding provided to grantees is released as set project milestones are achieved. All grants are 

expected to be completed in the 2021/2022 financial year. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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14.23  New Frontiers Cooperative Drilling 

 Title of the subsidy 

New Frontiers Cooperative Drilling. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

Provides grants to successful applicants for exploration drilling programs (Groups 1, 6 and 

10 minerals only) that demonstrate strong prospectivity, sound financial planning and a proven 
technical base. 

The program supports the long-term sustainability of the NSW resources sector by: 

• Supporting mineral exploration and discovery in NSW that will ultimately ensure a 
sustainable economic resource pipeline for the state. 

• Encouraging exploration activity in greenfields areas that will test new geological ideas 
and models and/or exploration in regions covered by significant cover. 

• Improving our understanding of the state's mineral resource potential, in order to fully 
realise the economic resource potential of the state. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The program is part of the NSW Government's New Frontiers minerals and energy exploration 
initiative. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The grants reimburse successful explorers for 50% of per metre drilling costs, up to a maximum of 

AUD 200,000. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Cooperative Drilling program funded 23 projects in 2019/20 and 2020/21. Companies funded 

are metallic mineral exploration and mining companies. The funds are paid once the projects are 
completed and financial reconciliation of the projects is provided to the Department. The grant 
recipient invoices the Department for the amount claimable under their grant award conditions. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Each project/recipient can claim 50% of the per metre drilling cost of their mineral exploration 

drilling, up to a maximum of AUD 200,000. Most funds provided are below the AUD 200,000 
maximum. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program commenced in 2019 and was completed in 2020/21. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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15  NORTHERN TERRITORY 

15.1  Industry Support Grant Program 

 Title of the subsidy 

Industry Support Grant program.* 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To support growth and development of the Northern Territory's industrial and commercial base 
through the provision of appropriate and prudent assistance to industries. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

There is no legislation determining the Industry Support Grant program. The program is 
administered, on a case-by-case basis, by the Department of Innovation, Tourism and Trade. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Assistance eligibility is not restricted by sector, category or enterprise, although each proposal must 
be of a commercially viable nature and have the ability to demonstrate potential industry 

development, growth and benefit to the Northern Territory. Assistance is generally available to 
businesses undertaking a particular endeavour, i.e. a special project. Assistance may also be 
provided to peak body associations. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

See above table for the aggregated expenditure and the estimated number of firms assisted for 

financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

15.2  Business Innovation Support Initiatives 

1. Title of the subsidy 

Business Innovation Support Initiatives (BISI) 

2. Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 



G/SCM/N/372/AUS 
 

- 94 - 

 

3. Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Northern Territory Business Innovation Strategy focusses on strengthening the 
Northern Territory's business innovation culture, creating a sustainable innovation ecosystem driving 
opportunities to grow private investment and create jobs. 

BISI Supports Northern Territory businesses to undertake research and development which could 
lead to the commercialisation of new products, processes or services. Projects are supported in the 
areas of science, engineering, technology and design. 

The program will help innovative businesses increase their revenue growth, access new markets, 
improve productivity and efficiency, employ more workers and provide business with a competitive 
advantage and ongoing sustainability. 

4. Background authority for the subsidy 

The program aligns and contributes directly to the Northern Territory Government's Business 
Innovation Strategy, specifically by improving the productivity and competitiveness of business and 
industry through the promotion and support of business innovation, collaboration and capacity 

building. 

The program authority for BISI comes from Ministerial directions following Budget Cabinet approval 
on 21 March 2014. The program launched on 1 July 2014. 

5. Form of the subsidy 

Grants are awarded on the basis of eligibility and merit criteria. 

6. To whom and how is the subsidy provided 

The BISI Program offers funding to Northern Territory-based start-ups, sole traders, micro 

businesses and small to medium businesses to carry out science, engineering, technology and 
design research and development projects which could lead to successful new products, processes 
and services. 

Grants are limited to 50% of the project cost up to AUD 60,000. Vouchers are limited to 60% of 
project cost up to AUD 25,000. 

7. Level of subsidy per unit 

The BISI Program provided assistance to support the commercialisation of innovations in the areas 
of science, engineering, technology and design as follows: 

• In 2019/20: AUD 707,958 in grant funding committed to assist 38 businesses. 
• In 2020-21: AUD 576,914 in grant funding committed to assist 31 businesses. 

8. Duration 

The program opened on 1 July 2014 and is ongoing. 

9. Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

15.3  Trade Support Scheme 

 Title of the subsidy 

Trade Support Scheme. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Trade Support Scheme helps small to medium businesses in the Northern Territory offset the 
costs of marketing activities. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

There is no legislation determining Trade Support Scheme. The program is a Northern Territory 

Government initiative administered by the Department Innovation, Tourism and Trade in alignment 
with program terms and conditions. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The scheme can provide funding for up to 50% of the cost of approved activities. Funding is offered 
as a taxable cash reimbursement. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Businesses, industry groups or other organisations with a substantial presence in the 
Northern Territory can apply for the Trade Support Scheme. Eligible entities must show that the 

proposed project is likely to be successful and provides economic benefits for the Northern Territory. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

• In 2019-20: Total of AUD  335,929 supported 42 businesses. 
• In 2020-21: Nil. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

15.4  Business Growth Program 

 Title of the subsidy 

Business Growth Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Business Growth Program provides grant funding for business development services to improve 

performance, profitability, employment capacity and market penetration of small to medium 

businesses. 
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 Background and authority for the subsidy 

There is no legislation determining Business Growth Program. The program is a Northern Territory 
Government initiative administered by the Department Innovation, Tourism and Trade in alignment 

with program terms and conditions. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Northern Territory businesses, not-for-profit organisations and aboriginal enterprises can apply for 
funding to a maximum of AUD 10,000 to reimburse a maximum of 80% of a consultant's services. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

• In 2019-20: Total of AUD 1.2 million supported 217 businesses. 
• In 2020-21: Total of AUD 2.4 million supported 318 businesses, with additional support 

provided due to COVID-19 impacts. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

15.5  Regional Economic Development Fund 

 Title of the subsidy 

Regional Economic Development Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Regional Economic Development Fund supports the development of businesses and industry in 

all regions across the Northern Territory by providing project-specific funding that delivers tangible 
economic outcomes. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

There is no legislation determining the Regional Economic Development Fund. The program is a 
Northern Territory Government initiative administered on a case-by-case basis by the Department 

Innovation, Tourism and Trade. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Incorporated bodies and legal entities, local partnerships between private enterprise organisations, 
and NT-based not-for-profit community organisations or groups and local governments may apply 

under this program. 

Projects funded must have at least 50% financial or in-kind support from the applying entity or 
partners. This includes funding sources such as the Australian Government, private or philanthropic 

organisations. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

• In 2019-21: Total of AUD 428,828 supported 10 entities. 
• In 2020-21: Total of AUD 129,613 supported 5 entities. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

15.6  Smarter Business Solutions 

 Title of the subsidy 

Smarter Business Solutions. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Smarter Business Solutions program is designed to help Northern Territory business enterprises 
reduce their day to day operating costs. The program assistance includes free advice and grant 

funding incentives for Territory enterprises to adopt efficient, innovative technologies and best 
practices that will reduce their energy, water, waste and material costs. 

 Background authority for the subsidy 

The program is a Northern Territory Government initiative administered by the Department 
Innovation, Tourism and Trade on a case-by-case assessment, in alignment with program guidelines. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants are paid to third party service providers for specific works that benefit the eligible program 
applicants. 

 To whom and how is the subsidy provided 

Smarter Business Solutions is open to established Northern Territory business enterprises that have 

an annual turnover of between AUD 75,000 and AUD 20 million and less than 200 employees. 

Through the program, successful grant recipients can receive advice on current efficient 
technologies and practices along with walk-through site surveys to identify potential savings 
opportunities. Grant funding up to AUD 10,000 for on-grid businesses and AUD 20,000 for off-grid 
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businesses is available for the installation of renewable energy systems. Additionally, up to 
AUD 20,000 in grant funding is available for the installation of eligible efficiency improvements. 

Maximum funding is only available for projects that show a financial payback of 3 to 5 years. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

• In 2019-20: Total of AUD 643,429 provided to 63 businesses. 
• In 2020-21: Total of AUD 353,888 provided to 51 businesses. 

 Duration 

The program opened in June 2008 (formerly known as EcoBiz). 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

15.7  Aboriginal Business Development Program 

 Title of the subsidy 

Aboriginal Business Development Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To provide assistance to Aboriginal people interested in either starting a business or expanding an 

existing business in the Northern Territory by facilitating new employment, economic and skill 
development opportunities of emerging business owners. 

 Background authority for the subsidy 

The Aboriginal Business Development Program is a Northern Territory Government initiative 
managed by the Department of Innovation, Tourism and Trade. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants are paid to third party service providers for specific works that benefit the eligible program 
applicants. 

 To whom and how is the subsidy provided 

The program is open to businesses and joint ventures where Aboriginal Territorians hold significant 

equity. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

• In 2019-21: Total of AUD 647,355 was provided to 30 businesses. 

• In 2020-21: Total of AUD 1.2 million was provided to 55 businesses. 

 Duration 

The program is ongoing. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

15.8  Aboriginal Workforce Grants Program 

 Title of the subsidy 

Aboriginal Workforce Grants Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To meet the costs of mentoring and workforce development projects, and wrap around services that 

will result in more Aboriginal Territorians entering employment and developing their chosen careers 
within the workplace. 

 Background authority for the subsidy 

The program is a Northern Territory Government initiative administered by the Department of 
Innovation, Tourism and Trade in alignment with program terms and conditions. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants. 

 To whom and how is the subsidy provided 

The program is open to Northern Territory enterprises including businesses, not-for-profit 
organisations, industry bodies and other incorporated organisations. Funding value is not capped; 

however it is assessed by a panel on a case-by-case basis, with scheduled payments based on 
completion of milestones. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

• In 2019-20: Total of AUD 424,019 was provided to 20 businesses. 
• In 2020-21: Total of AUD 228,679 was provided to 10 businesses. 

 Duration 

The program is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16  QUEENSLAND 

16.1  Vessel Tracking Rebate Scheme 

 Title of Subsidy 

Vessel Tracking Rebate Scheme. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Queensland Sustainable Fisheries Strategy 2017-2027 outlines a ten-year reform agenda for the 
sustainable management of Queensland fisheries. As part of this strategy, vessel tracking capability 

will be required on all commercial fishing boats by 2020, with units to be installed on net, line and 
crab commercial fishing boats by 1 January 2019. 

The Vessel Tracking Rebate Scheme offsets the costs incurred by commercial fishers to purchase 

and have installed approved vessel tracking units on their fishing boats. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Fisheries Act 1994 and Fisheries (General) Regulation 2019 outline the requirement for vessel 
tracking on commercial fishing boats as committed to under the Sustainable Fisheries Strategy 
2017-2027. The Scheme is administered by the Queensland Rural and Industry Development 
Authority (QRIDA). 

 Form of the subsidy 

Cash rebate. The purchase rebate amount of an approved vessel tracking unit is up to a maximum 

of AUD 300 or AUD 750 (depending on the type of unit) and the rebate for installation is up to a 
maximum of AUD 220. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The rebate is specific to all permanent holders of commercial fishing boat licences, commercial 
harvest fishery licences or charter fishing licences. The number of units and installation rebates 

fishers are entitled to are dependent on the fishery endorsements listed on their licence. 

The applicant must provide evidence of unit purchase and installation to QRIDA in addition to a paper 
or electronic application specifying the licenses the rebate is being claimed for. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Scheme allocates up to AUD 3 million to assist fishers with the purchase and installation costs 
associated with implementing vessel tracking. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Scheme opened on 30 August 2018 and will close to applications on 30 June 2022. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.2  Strategic Resources Exploration Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Collaborative Exploration Initiative (Formerly titled "Future Resources Program - Collaborative 

Drilling Initiative"). 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2017/18 to 2019/20. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Collaborative Exploration Initiative (CEI) provided industry grants to: 

• encourage exploration in under-explored parts of north-west Queensland 

• support innovative exploration techniques. 

Current rounds of the CEI are now closed. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

CEI grants are part of the Queensland Government's AUD 27 million Strategic Resources Exploration 

Program (SREP). 

 Form of the subsidy 

CEI grants are administered as a reimbursement of eligible costs incurred, as defined by executed 
funding deed. 

The Grants are administered through a competitive submission process. Applications are assessed 

by an independent panel against assessment criteria set down in guidelines provided under the 
Initiative. 

Supported projects receive a grant of up to 50% of their direct activity costs, to a maximum of 

AUD 200,000, reimbursed on completion of the project. 

Supported projects that meet an early incentive period are eligible to receive a grant of up to 75% 
of their direct activity costs, to a maximum of AUD 300,000, reimbursed on completion of the 
project. 

 To whom the subsidy is provided 

Domestic and international exploration industry. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Maximum grants of up to AUD 300 000 per eligible project. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The CEI commenced in 2016/2017 as an extension and expansion of the Future Resources Program 

Collaborative Drilling Initiative. 

CEI Round 1 grants were awarded to nine projects in December 2017. 

CEI Round 2 grants were awarded to 15 projects in December 2018. 

No further rounds are planned from within the existing SREP funding package. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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16.3  Guarantee to Translational Research Institute Pty Ltd 

 Title of the Grant Scheme 

Guarantee to Translational Research Institute Pty Ltd. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Queensland Government has provided a guarantee to Translational Research Institute Pty Ltd 

with respect to the performance of the tenant, Patheon Biologics (formerly DSM Biologics (Australia) 
Pty Ltd), under the sublease of the new scale-up manufacturing facility for commercial biologic 
production, co-located with the Translational Research Institute. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The guarantee is provided by the State of Queensland acting through the Department of Environment 
and Science. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The subsidy is in the form of a guarantee. 

 To whom the subsidy is provided 

The guarantee is provided to Translational Research Institute Pty Ltd. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

From May 2013, the State guarantees to Translational Research Institute Pty Ltd the performance 

of the tenant's obligations under the sublease, including payment of AUD 1 million rent 
(CPI adjusted) per annum and all outgoings during the first ten years of the sublease. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The rental guarantee commenced May 2013 and extends to April 2023. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.4  Life Sciences Queensland (LSQ) 

 Title of the Grant Scheme 

Life Sciences Queensland (LSQ) Project Delivery. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

As Queensland's life sciences industry association, LSQ is tasked with delivering a range of activities 
with the aim of assisting Queensland's life sciences business and research interests to showcase their 
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capabilities to international collaborators and investors. LSQ also provides a means for local industry 
to meet, discuss important issues and shape the agenda for the future growth of the sector. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Funds are provided by the State of Queensland acting through the Department of Tourism, 
Innovation and Sport. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Assistance is provided in the form of a grant. 

 To whom the subsidy is provided 

Project delivery funds are provided to LSQ based on an agreed annual plan of activities. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding of AUD 450,000 per annum was paid quarterly against a schedule of milestone deliverables. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Queensland Government and LSQ entered into a new agreement for the period of 1 April 2020 
to 31 March 2021. This agreement has now been finalised and has not been extended. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.5  Medical Research Commercialisation Fund (MRCF) 

 Title of the Grant Scheme 

Medical Research Commercialisation Fund (MRCF) 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

MRCF provides investment funding for commercialisation of early stage research discoveries from 
member research organisations in Queensland as well as advice on intellectual property protection, 

due diligence assessment, establishing a start-up company and guiding early stage investments 
through development processes. 

A condition of the investment commitment by investors is that state governments contribute to the 

operational costs of the MRCF collaboration. This support is crucial in assisting the investors to 
address their "management expense ratio", which is a significant impediment to biotechnology 
investing due to the timeframe it takes investments in science to mature and generate. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The MRCF scheme is administered by the Department of Health on behalf of the Queensland 

Government. There is no direct legislative authority for this programme. 
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 Form of the subsidy 

Payment by direct grant of AUD 400,000 (excluding GST) in 2019/20 and AUD 400,000 (excluding 
GST) in 2020/21. 

 To whom the subsidy is provided 

MRCF member research organisations in Queensland. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

For the period 1 January 2009 to 30 June 2022 the grant has a maximum value of AUD 4,600,000 

(excluding GST). 

 Duration of the subsidy 

From 1 January 2009 to 30 June 2022. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.6  Made In Queensland Grants Scheme 

 Title of the Grant Scheme 

Made in Queensland (MIQ) Grants program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

MIQ provides grant funding to support Queensland's small to medium enterprises (SME) in the 
traditional manufacturing sector to become more internationally competitive and adopt innovative 
processes and technologies. The program is aimed at supporting existing jobs and creating new jobs 

in Queensland manufacturing businesses and in the state's supply chains. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The MIQ program is an important initiative within the Queensland Government's AUD 3.34 billion 

Queensland Jobs Fund. 

MIQ complements the Queensland Government's Advanced Manufacturing 10-Year Roadmap and 
Action Plan (the Roadmap) released on 14 December 2016 and updated in December 2018. 

The MIQ program opened for the receipt of applications on 31 January 2017. A total of 84 projects 
have received funding over three rounds. The fourth round of MIQ opened for Initial Applications in 
April 2021, with funding recipients to be announced later in the year. 

Including Round 4, the total financial commitment to the Made in Queensland program is 
AUD 61.5 million. 

 Form of the subsidy 

MIQ grants range from AUD 50,000 to AUD 2.5 million in matched funding on a dollar-for-dollar 
basis for eligible project costs. Individual businesses will be limited to a maximum of four grants. 
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The total value of all MIQ grants received by any one business must not exceed AUD 2.5 million 
across any number of rounds of the program. Round 4 provides for regional businesses undertaking 
a project with a total cost of up to AUD 500,000 to receive 75% funding for eligible project costs. 

 To whom the subsidy is provided 

To be eligible for an MIQ grant, a business must: 

• be a Queensland-based manufacturer whose principal activity is manufacturing and from 
which the majority of its annual turnover is derived; 

• be registered for GST and hold an Australian Business Number (ABN) and an Australian 
Company Number (ACN); 

• be an SME with between five and 200 full-time equivalent employees located in 
Queensland; or be able to demonstrate that, given the headcount and either turnover or 
balance sheet total, the business should be considered an SME; 

• provide three-year audited financial statements including profit and loss and balance 
sheets. (If the business has been in operation for less than this time, a statement of 
viability and 'management accounts' report prepared by a chartered accountant will be 
accepted); 

• propose a project which has not yet commenced and which aligns directly with the MIQ 
program objectives and with recommendations from an independent benchmark report or 
other business evaluation study conducted within the last 12 months; 

• be able to demonstrate the ability to contribute at least 50% of the eligible project costs. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

As at 30 June 2021, 79 companies have entered into 84 agreements with a total approved value of 
AUD 40,325,162.71. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

AUD 61.5 million has been allocated to the program since 2017. Current projects, including Round 4, 

are expected to be completed by the end of June 2024. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.7  Advance Queensland Industry Attraction Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Advance Queensland Industry Attraction Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Advance Queensland Industry Attraction Fund has been designed to attract businesses to 
Queensland, either to relocate or establish new projects in the state. The fund will support jobs 
creation, regional growth, increased innovation and the building of local supply chains. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Advance Queensland Industry Attraction Fund was implemented in July 2016. 
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 Form of the subsidy 

Incentives potentially offered to selected projects include payroll tax refund, stamp duty refund and 
grants to offset establishment or relocation costs. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The following principles form the basis for the provision of financial incentives packages under the 

Advance Queensland Industry Attraction Fund to attract companies to establish, relocate to or 
expand and reinvest in Queensland. 

• Incentives are targeted at achieving outcomes consistent with the Queensland 
Government's broader policy objectives. 

• The project must be geographically contestable. 

• The project must be commercially viable in the absence of any financial incentive. 

• Financial incentives are provided on the basis that: 
o avenues of non-financial assistance have been appropriately investigated; 
o a project will generate economic and regional growth; 
o an incentive is linked to the achievement of clearly defined outcomes and milestones. 

There are four criteria applied to determine if a project should receive financial assistance. 

o sustainable jobs 
o regional development 

o technology and innovation 
o supply chain impact 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

An eligible project may receive financial assistance of up to AUD 10 million. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.8  Primary Industry Productivity Enhancement Scheme (Pipes) 

1. Title of the subsidy 

Primary Industry Productivity Enhancement Scheme (PIPES) 

2. Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

3. Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

• The objective of the scheme is to provide assistance that will 

• (a)strengthen the economy of Queensland regions; and 

• (b)facilitate the development of sustainable primary production in Queensland. 

4. Background and authority for the subsidy 

To assist primary producers to establish a primary production enterprise or to improve the 

sustainability of an existing primary production enterprise. 
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5. Form of the subsidy 

A concessional loan. 

(a) Sustainability Loan – Primary producer 

Improving enterprise efficiencies 

• Make production land work better by building fences, dams, storage facilities, improving 
irrigation, or establishing additional water points. 

• Implement on-farm value adding or supply chain initiatives to ensure an enterprise 
continues to be successful for years to come. 

Upgrading or diversifying operations 

• Upgrade operations to improve productivity - buy or replace plant or machinery as part of 
farm business planning, or diversify operations; 

• Purchase livestock or machinery. 

Achieve long-term sustainability 

• Purchase equipment to meet environmental requirements, or drought/flood 'proof' a 
property. Implement sustainable resource management practices, including alternative 

energy systems to achieve long-term sustainability. 

(b) First Start Loans 

Acquire first farm business 

• Assist with purchase of a property or supporting leasing or share farming arrangements. 

• Become a partner in the family farm. 

• Assist with purchase property from producers parents or other family members, or enter a 
family partnership. 

Achieve viability 

• First Start Loans can help build existing operation to stand-alone viability, for instance by: 

o improving infrastructure such as fences, water storages, grain and feed storage and 
irrigation 

o upgrading plant and equipment purchasing livestock in specific circumstances 
o improving energy efficiency by uptake of current and renewable technologies 

o diversification into other on-farm enterprises. 

6. To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

PIPES Loans are available to eligible primary producers in the state of Queensland. 

7. Level of subsidy per unit 

Sustainability Loan – Primary producer 

• Loan amount up to AUD 1.3 million; 

• Loan term up to 20 years; 

• Low interest rates fixed for 1, 3 or 5 years. 
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First Start Loans 

• Loan amount up to Up to AUD 2 million; 

• Loan term up to 20 years; 

• Low interest rates fixed for 1, 3 or 5 years. 

Total whole of program lending cap of up to AUD 120 million per year. 

8. Duration 

Ongoing. 

9. Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.9  Energy Queensland – Uniform Tariff Policy 

 Title of the subsidy 

Energy Queensland – Uniform Tariff Policy 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Queensland Government's Uniform Tariff Policy ensures that, where possible, all Queensland 

non-market electricity customers of a similar type pay a similar price for electricity regardless of 
where they live. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Notified electricity prices for Queensland customers do not reflect the full cost of electricity supply 
for most remote and regional Queenslanders where greater expanses and more infrastructure is 
required, so the Queensland Government provides a Community Service Obligation (CSO) payment. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The CSO payment covers the difference between the revenue the electricity retailer earned by 

charging customers notified prices and the higher actual costs of supplying electricity in regional 
areas, due to differences in network costs and energy losses. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The CSO payment is provided under a funding agreement by the Queensland Government to Energy 
Queensland to compensate its retail subsidiary, Ergon Energy Queensland, for the increased costs 

of operating in regional Queensland. 

 Level of subsidy 

AUD 498 million in 2019/20 and AUD 454 million in 2020/21. 

 Duration 

Ongoing. 



G/SCM/N/372/AUS 
 

- 109 - 

 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.10  Origin Energy – Uniform Tariff Policy 

 Title of the subsidy 

Origin Energy – Uniform Tariff Policy. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Queensland Government's Uniform Tariff Policy ensures that, where possible, all Queensland 

non-market electricity customers of a similar type pay a similar price for electricity regardless of 
where they live. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Notified electricity prices for Queensland customers do not reflect the full cost of electricity supply 
for most remote and regional Queenslanders, so the Queensland Government provides a 
Community Service Obligation (CSO) payment. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The CSO payment covers the difference between the revenue the electricity retailer earned by 

charging customers notified prices and the higher actual costs of supplying electricity in regional 
areas, due to differences in network costs and energy losses. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The CSO payment is provided under a funding agreement by the Queensland Government to Origin 
Energy for the increased costs of operating in regional Queensland. 

 Level of subsidy 

AUD 2.8 million in 2019/20 and AUD 2.9 million in 2020/21. 

 Duration 

Ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.11  Business Energy Savers Program 

 Title of the grant 

Business Energy Savers Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 
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 Policy objective and/or purpose of the grant 

The Business Energy Savers Program provides free energy audits for agricultural customers and 
large business customers, and co-contributions to fund energy efficiency upgrades. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Business Energy Savers Program provides grant funding under two programs (Energy Savers 

Plus Program Extension and the Large Customer Adjustment Program). Grant funding is 
administered by the Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority under the Rural and 
Regional Adjustment Regulation 2011. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Free energy audits, plus co-contribution grants to help businesses implement audit 

recommendations. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Business Energy Savers Plus Program provides up to 200 free energy audits and co-contribution 

grants of up to AUD 20,000 for agricultural customers. The Large Customer Adjustment Program 
provides up to 30 free energy audits and co-contributions capped at up to AUD 250,000 for large 
customers. 

 Level of subsidy 

Co-contribution grants for the Energy Savers Plus Program Extension totalled AUD 0.23 million in 

2019/20 and AUD 0.97 million in 2020/21. 

Co-contribution grants for the Large Customer Adjustment Program (and related Large Customer 
Adjustment Trial) totalled AUD 0.0 million in 2019/20 and AUD 0.52 million in 2020/21. 

 Duration 

1 January 2018 to 28 February 2022. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.12  Outback Tourism Infrastructure Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Outback Tourism Infrastructure Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Queensland Government has established the AUD 10 million Outback Tourism Infrastructure 

Fund (OTIF) to help grow and future proof the tourism industry. 

The OTIF's main objectives are to invest in tourism infrastructure projects that will deliver engaging 
and memorable visitor experiences which in turn will stimulate economic development and 
expenditure in Outback Queensland. 
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Projects are to align with the following priorities: 

• Invest in tourism infrastructure and products; 

• Create new jobs in both construction and on-going operational phases; 

• Increase overnight visitor numbers and expenditure. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The fund was launched in August 2018. 

 Form of the subsidy 

OTIF provided an opportunity for merit based grants to applicants that meet the eligibility criteria 
for the fund. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

OTIF was open to eligible applicants, including private sector businesses and local governments 
through an open Expression of Interest process. Funding is provided as a grant through terms 
negotiated and documented in funding agreements. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The OTIF fund is AUD 10 million. Minimum value of each grant was set as AUD 100 000, no upper 

limit was prescribed. Funding is to be matched on a minimum of 3:1 cash contribution. 

Actual Expenditure: 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

4.326 1.595 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The fund was launched in August 2018 and is currently closed for applications. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.13  Growing Tourism Infrastructure Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Growing Tourism Infrastructure Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Queensland Government has established the AUD 36 million Growing Tourism Infrastructure 

Fund (GTI) to help grow and future proof the tourism industry. In 2020, the program was allocated 
an additional AUD 25 million. 
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The GTI's main objectives are to invest in large scale significant infrastructure projects which are a 
catalyst for future economic development across the state, boosting Queensland's profile in key 
markets and facilitating tourism growth. 

Projects are to align with the following priorities: 

• Invest in tourism infrastructure and products; 

• Create new jobs in both construction and on-going operational phases; 

• Increase overnight visitor numbers and expenditure. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The fund was launched in July 2018. The second tranche of funding was launched in June 2020 as a 
direct response to COVID-19 impacted businesses. 

 Form of the subsidy 

GTI provided an opportunity for merit based grants to applicants that meet the eligibility criteria for 
the fund. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

GTI was open to eligible applicants, including private sector businesses and local governments 
through an open two stage application process which included an initial Expression of Interest (EOI) 

stage followed by a Full Business Case stage for those that successfully progressed through the EOI. 
Funding is provided as a grant through terms negotiated and documented in funding agreements. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The GTI fund is AUD 36 million. Minimum value of each grant was set as AUD 500 000, no upper 
limit was prescribed. 

Actual Expenditure: 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

18.218 23.613 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The fund was launched in July 2018 and re-established in June 2020 and is currently closed for 
applications. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.14  Great Barrier Reef Island Resorts Rejuvenation Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Great Barrier Reef Island Resorts Rejuvenation Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 
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 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To partner with industry to rejuvenate the Great Barrier Reef Island resorts through three key 
objectives of: 

• Growing - encouraging further development of common user and public facilities; 

• Greening - fostering more environmentally friendly tourism experiences; 

• Cleaning - removing building demolition and legacy waste from island resorts. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Fund was launched on 1 August 2018 and applications closed on 1 October 2018. Successful 
applicants were announced in December 2018. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Matched dollar for dollar funding by the recipient through an equal cash contribution. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Ten island resort projects within the Great Barrier Reef region have been awarded funding. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

A total of up to AUD 25 million in funding was available. Individual grants were available from 
between AUD 0.5 million and AUD 5 million in matched funding. 

Actual Expenditure: 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

17.9 3.2 

 Duration of the subsidy 

All projects must commence by 30 June 2019 and be completed by December 2021. No recurrent 
funding is provided beyond the completion of the project. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.15  Attracting Tourism Fund (ATF) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Attracting Tourism Fund (ATF), 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20, 2020/21 and 2021/22. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The AUD 48.6 million Attracting Tourism Fund (ATF) aims to increase economic contribution, jobs 
and overnight visitor expenditure to the state by generating new tourism investment. This includes 

investment in landmark new attractions and major new aviation linkages to position Queensland as 
the leading tourism destination in Australia. Airline route development is a key focus of the ATF 



G/SCM/N/372/AUS 
 

- 114 - 

 

program and this will be delivered in part through an allocation of AUD 10 million to the Attracting 
Aviation Investment Fund (AAIF). The program budget was reduced to AUD 28.219 million to 
accommodate emerging government priorities including COVID-19 industry recovery measures. 

The objectives of the ATF are to: 

• grow aviation access from priority source markets that offer long-term potential for 
Queensland through establishing new or expanding existing aviation services; 

• facilitate the development of infrastructure and experiences that will attract, grow and 
sustain visitation from identified markets with flow-on economic benefits to Queensland's 
visitor economy; 

• facilitate planning improvement opportunities to enable tourism growth. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The ATF was launched in August 2018, as a key initiative under the Queensland Government's 

Growing Tourism, Growing Tourism Jobs policy and is closed for applications. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Fund is a targeted funding program that will invest in game-changing, landmark projects to 
increase international access and overnight visitor expenditure from priority source markets and will 
work with destination partners to establish project groups who will identify and scope tourism 

projects eligible for funding. 

It provides opportunities for applicants who meet the eligibility criteria of the fund based on a two-
phase assessment process. Support is generally provided in the form of grants, however other 
incentives (such as expedited approvals or fee/duties relief) may be considered if appropriate to the 

project. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Fund is open to local governments, commercial/private enterprises, regional tourism 
organisations, local tourism operators and economic development organisations and focuses on the 
Great Barrier Reef (Tropical North Queensland, Townsville, Whitsundays, Mackay and Southern 

Great Barrier Reef) and Southern Queensland (Gold Coast, Brisbane, Sunshine Coast, Fraser Coast 
and Southern Queensland Country). 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The ATF is an AUD 48.6 million targeted funding program. Of this, AUD 10 million is allocated to 
airline route development and AUD 5.6 million has been allocated to the Growing Indigenous 
Tourism in Queensland fund. The remaining funds are for targeted projects to expand direct access 

opportunities to grow markets and game changing infrastructure and experiences. To date a total of 
AUD 24.3. million has been publicly announced. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

This is a three year fund with all projects required to commence by June 2020 with all funds allocated 
by June 2022. 

Actual Expenditure: 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

6.534 2.501 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.16  Jobs and Regional Growth Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Jobs and Regional Growth Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20, 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Jobs and Regional Growth Fund assists private sector projects to grow regional economic and 

create jobs for Queenslanders. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Jobs and Regional Growth Fund was announced on 1 February 2017. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Financial assistance is provided for projects that require direct and immediate assistance to expedite 

or facilitate expansion of operations or development of common user infrastructure opportunities 
that underpin the development of multiple projects. 

The type and level of assistance is determined on a case-by-case basis. Proponents will need to 

provide a sufficient level of information to demonstrate how the application meets the assessment 
criteria. Should Government decide to progress an application to detailed assessment, proponents 
will be required to undergo a due diligence process and provide detailed project and financial 

information supporting the projects commercial viability. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Jobs and Regional Growth Fund is focused on regional Queensland areas. There is preference 
for medium to large businesses and growth proposals that maximize benefits to regional 
employment. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Jobs and Regional Growth Fund can provide one-off financial assistance ranging from 
AUD 100,000 to over AUD 10 million in either direct grants or relief of State charges, for example 

payroll tax or stamp duty. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Jobs and Regional Growth Fund will operate until fully allocated. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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16.17  Queensland Biomedical Voucher Program (QBVP) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Queensland Biomedical Voucher Program (QBVP). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The QBVP is an incentive initiative to attract national and international biomedical enterprises to use 

Queensland's biomedical capabilities and support local businesses to embed themselves in the global 
value chain. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The QBVP is a AUD 1.6 million initiative under the Advance Queensland Biomedical 10-Year Roadmap 
and Action Plan launched by the Premier, The Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk, on 20 June 2017. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The QBVP is a competitive grants program. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The QBVP supports Queensland-based service providers by meeting up to 50% of the fees charged 

to a national or international client for the supply of biomedical product development services in 

Queensland. National and international clients must have their principal place of business outside 
Queensland and have a clearly defined biomedical product. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Support is capped at AUD 250,000 (excluding GST). 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Two rounds of the QBVP have been held. Round 1 ran from 26 April 2018 to 21 June 2018. Round 2 
ran from 5 April 2019 to 27 June 2019. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.18  Superyacht Industry Development Fund (SIDF) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Superyacht Industry Development Fund (SIDF). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 
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 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The SIDF supports fulfilment of a key objective of Advancing Queensland's Priorities, which is to 
create jobs in a strong economy, and aligns with the department's Strategic Direction by supporting 

Queensland superyacht supply chain businesses to: 

• increase their participation in targeted international trade events through making available 
matched funding to offset expenses associated with their participation, and;  

• enhance their prospects of winning superyacht contracts through acquiring internationally 
recognised industry certification and accreditation that support the adoption of "lean" 
manufacturing and associated operating practices. Note that the focus on international 

trade events is currently paused due to COVID 19. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The SIDF implements elements of the Queensland Superyacht Strategy 2018-23 (the strategy). 

 Form of the subsidy 

Round 2 of the International industry Certification and Accreditation stream provided financial 

assistance of up to AUD 10,000 (GST exclusive) in matched funding for eligible costs for up to three 
certifications. The grant was paid in arrears on achievement of the certification. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To be eligible to receive funding under the SIDF program, an applicant must, inter alia: 

• Be either: 

o a SME that employs less than 200 people and operates in Queensland as a company 

incorporated in Australia or an incorporated trustee on behalf of a trust, or 
o a Not for Profit incorporated in Queensland (restricted to yacht clubs, marinas, or similar 

facilities with superyacht berths); 

• be GST registered with a valid Australian Business Number (ABN); 
• be engaged in the SY industry supply-chain, or demonstrate the capability and intention to 

do so; 

• be able to and commit to funding at least 50% of eligible costs and 100% of ineligible 
costs; 

• demonstrate compliance with Queensland's industrial relations, and workplace health and 

safety (WH&S) regulatory framework; and 
• demonstrate a close and direct relationship exists between the application for ICAF 

assistance and the premises in Queensland from where products, services, or systems are 
produced or delivered. 

Applications were not accepted from: 

• organisations acting as a representative for one or more SMEs 
• SMEs with an associated entity that is certified or pursuing certification to one or more of 

the eligible certification standards listed in section 5 of these Guidelines 
• SMEs or NFPs operating for less than 1 year, and 

Federal, State and Local Government agencies or entities. 

SIDF grants are paid in arrears on submission of a payment claim form, an invoice made out 
to the department, and evidence of payment of eligible expense items. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Round 2 of the International industry Certification and Accreditation stream provided financial 
assistance of up to AUD 10,000 (GST exclusive) in matched funding for eligible costs for up to three 
certifications. The grant was paid in arrears on achievement of the certification. 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

2018/19 to 2022/23. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.19  Queensland Waste to Biofutures Fund (W2B) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Queensland Waste to Biofutures Fund (W2B). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The W2B Fund provides grants for Queensland projects that use conventional waste streams or 

biomass to produce bioenergy, biofuels and high-value bioproducts. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The W2B Fund was established to support the development of waste to biofutures projects in 

Queensland. 

The W2B Fund aligns with the Advance Queensland Biofutures 10-Year Roadmap and Action Plan 
launched on 5 June 2016, which outlines the strategic direction for the development of a new 

Queensland industry producing sustainable fuels, bioenergy and high-value bioproducts. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The funding is provided in the form of a direct grant. 

Dollar-for-dollar grants of between AUD 50,000 and AUD 1 million were available towards eligible 
project costs under two funding pathways. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

As at 28 August 2019, no funds have been disbursed. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total funding of AUD 5 million is available under the W2B Fund. 

As at 28 August 2019, no funds have been disbursed. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Fund commenced on 17 March 2019 and the closing date for applications was 29 May 2019. It 

is anticipated that funds will be fully expended by the end of the 2021/2022 financial year. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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16.20  Biofutures Industry Development Fund (BIDF) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Biofutures Industry Development Fund (BIDF). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The BIDF provides funding to financially assist companies complete due diligence and achieve 

financial close to allow better access to venture capital markets. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The BIDF is a key initiative within the Advance Queensland Biofutures 10-Year Roadmap and Action 
Plan launched on 5 June 2016, which outlines the strategic direction for the development of a new 
Queensland industry producing sustainable fuels, bioenergy and high-value bioproducts. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The funding is provided in the form of a repayable loan or direct grant. 

The Fund has strict criteria and only provides funding for projects at advanced feasibility stage and 

whose primary output falls within the biofutures sector. Applicants must prove they were unable to 
obtain funding for due diligence from alternative providers. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding has been allocated to international and local proponents with funding agreements in place 
detailing milestones and payment schedules. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total funding of AUD 5 million is available under the BIDF. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Fund commenced on 25 November 2016. The program is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.21  Queensland Hackerspace Grant Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Queensland Hackerspace Grant Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20. 
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 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The objectives of the Queensland Hackerspaces Grant Program are to: 

(i) support the establishment, expansion and sustainability of hackerspaces across 

Queensland that will provide community spaces with industrial tools and equipment to 
support access to advanced manufacturing skills and low-cost prototyping; 

(ii) strengthen advanced manufacturing skills across Queensland and encourage greater 

regional understanding of the potential benefits of hackerspaces (including raising 
awareness and showcasing the technologies applied in advanced manufacturing); 

(iii) promote science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) skills, to increase young 

people's interest in manufacturing and the conversion of ideas to manufacturing 
products; 

(iv) encourage manufacturers and young people to use hackerspaces to share ideas, 
equipment, knowledge, and to problem solve. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Queensland Hackerspace Grants Program is a priority activity under the Queensland 

Government's Advanced Manufacturing 10-Year Roadmap and Action Plan released on 
14 December 2016 and updated in November 2018. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Queensland Hackerspace Grant Program is a grant of up to AUD 20,000 for projects that 
demonstrate a positive benefit to the community, where membership is open, and supports the 

transformation of the manufacturing industry. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To be eligible for a Queensland Hackerspace grant, an applicant must: 

• be an established or an establishing hackerspace, located in Queensland with a registered 
Australian Business Number (ABN); 

• be registered, or in the process of registering as an incorporated association or equivalent; 

• have public liability insurance and other required insurances or be in the process of acquiring 
it; 

• have an established or proposed management board or committee; 

• provide a business plan for the sustainability of the hackerspace, including the revenue 
model; 

• provide evidence that the hackerspace supports advanced manufacturing outcomes. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

During the program, 23 grants totalling AUD 386,071 were awarded over Round 1 and 2 of the 
program. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program commenced in 2017 and was completed in December 2020. Two Rounds of the program 
were delivered and the program is now closed. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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16.22  Business Development Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Business Development Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the Business Development Fund is to grow the pool of angel and venture capital 

funding available to Queensland businesses, which will support the growth of innovative businesses 
and create high-value jobs in Queensland. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Business Development Fund was implemented in October 2015 and formed part of the Business 
Investment Attraction Package, of which AUD 40 million (over four years) went to the Business 
Development Fund. An additional AUD 40 million (over two years) was committed as part of the 

2018-19 Budget, bringing the Fund to AUD 80 million. The first investment under the Fund occurred 
on 30 June 2016. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Payments by the Fund are in the form of direct investment (typically share equity) in eligible 
Queensland businesses. The Fund provides matched investment alongside private sector investment. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

An application must meet the following criteria to be eligible for Fund investment: 

• The majority of assets and employment of the business is located in Queensland; 

• The co-investor's investment in a business must at least match the investment sought from 
the Fund; 

• The business must not have property development, land ownership, finance, or 
construction as its predominant activity; 

• The business receiving investment must not be an investment fund. 

A co-investor may be: 

• an individual investor; 

• an angel investor; 

• an investment business including a venture capital fund; or 

• a syndicate of investors. 

Investment decisions are made by an independent panel of private sector experts in the fields of 
investment and entrepreneurialism. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Fund invests between AUD 125,000 and AUD 2.5 million. The Fund may make a follow-on 
investment, subject to the same application process. 

As at 30 June 2021, the Fund has invested AUD 78.2 million in 59 companies. 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is now closed to new applications. Investments are being managed under existing 
arrangements.  

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No direct statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.23  Payroll Tax Rebate for Apprentices and Trainees 

 Title of Subsidy 

Payroll tax rebate for apprentices and trainees (the rebate). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To encourage employers in Queensland to hire and retain apprentices and trainees, and to boost job 
creation and skills in Queensland. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The rebate is a Queensland Government initiative, administered by the Office of State Revenue 
under the Payroll Tax Act 1971 and Taxation Administration Act 2001. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Under the Payroll Tax Act 1971 payroll tax is payable by an employer (or group of employers) whose 
taxable wages exceed the threshold. 

Eligible employers receive a payroll tax rebate of 50% on wages paid to eligible apprentices and 
trainees, in addition to those wages being exempt from payroll tax. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The rebate is provided to employers who pay wages to apprentices and trainees, as defined under 
the Further Education and Training Act 2014, during a periodic return period in an eligible year. The 
rebate is automatically calculated when employers lodge their returns with the Office of State 

Revenue. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The total value of the rebate was AUD 27.3 million in 2019/20 and AUD 27.8 million in 2020/21. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The rebate ends on 30 June 2022. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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16.24  Carbon Farming Advice Rebate Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Carbon Farming Advice Rebate Program. 

 Period covered by the notification  

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Carbon Farming Advice Rebate Program (the Program) allows eligible landholders to access a 

rebate for costs incurred for obtaining professional (technical, legal, tax) advice about undertaking 
carbon farming projects from an Approved Advisers registered with the Program. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Departmental initiative supporting the Land Restoration Fund. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Rebates for up to AUD 10,000 for advice relating to carbon farming obtained from one or more of 
the Approved Advisers registered with the Program to eligible Queensland land holders: 

https://www.qrida.qld.gov.au/program/carbon-farming-advice-rebate-program 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Rebates are provided through the Department of Environment and Science, with administrative 

assistance from the Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority (QRIDA) directly to pre-
registered eligible landholders who have incurred costs in obtaining carbon farming advice from one 
of the eligible Approved Advisers in the Program. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Three rebates were paid in 2019/20 totaling AUD 17,722.27 and 82 rebates were paid in 2020/21 

totaling AUD 705,717.49. The rebates are up to a maximum of AUD 10,000 per claim. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The first iteration of the program ran from 28 January 2020 to 30 September 2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.25  Waste Levy Exemptions and Discounts 

 Title of Subsidy 

Waste levy exemptions and discounts. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

https://www.qrida.qld.gov.au/program/carbon-farming-advice-rebate-program
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 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Waste levy imposes a levy on waste delivered to a levyable waste disposal site; certain waste 
is exempt from the levy or levied at a discounted rate. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Authority is provided by the Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011 (Chapter 3). 

Relevant exemptions include: 

− earth contaminated with a hazardous contaminant from land recorded in the environmental 
management register or contaminated land register; and 

− waste to be used at a levyable waste disposal site for a purpose necessary for the operation 
of the site, including, for example, building infrastructure, temporary or daily covering, 
progressive capping, batter construction, final capping, profiling and site rehabilitation. 

Relevant discounts include the following prescribed recycling activities: 

e-waste recycling to separate e-waste into clean streams of individual components and materials 

re-purposing e-waste for re-use 

paper and cardboard recycling to produce new paper and cardboard products 

glass beneficiation using optical equipment capable of separating different types of glass to produce cullet 

glass refining to produce aggregate or other products of a particular specification 

metal recovery by shredding or fragmenting, using equipment capable of separating different types of metal 

plastic recycling using an extrusion process or a washing and flaking process to produce components for use 

in new products 

plastic recycling of soft plastics to produce components for use in new products 

tyre recycling to produce rubber output to a particular specification and particle size 

reclaimed timber recycling or sorting for re-use 

reclaimed timber recycling or sorting for processing for production of new timber products 

Relevant exemptions that have a statutory end-date are: 

− residue waste from a material recovery facility; 
− the Cairns Bedminster facility; 
− applicants that meet the criteria for a financial hardship exemption. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The exemptions/discounts listed above are applied by application. An assessment of the information 

occurs to ensure the legislative criteria are met. The client then receives the exemption/discount 
approval notice with a unique code. 

When exempt/discounted waste is delivered to a landfill site (for disposal) the unique code is used 

in the transactional data. This then generates a AUD 0 levy value/50% levy value. Each month 
landfill operators pay the State a waste levy on waste that has been disposed of at the site. Waste 
that has been exempted or discounted is waivered of levy payment, or discounted, from the landfill 
operator to the State. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Applicants for the types of exemptions/discounts include landfill operators, consultants working for 

businesses, developer companies, recycling businesses, local councils, businesses in the waste and 
recycling industry. 
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 Level of subsidy per unit 

Estimated foregone revenue is provided below: 

• AUD 63.3 million for FY 2019/20; 

• AUD 71.3 million for FY 2020/21. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The statutory provisions for exemptions and discounts have no end-date, except for the following: 

− for the Cairns Bedminster facility, approval ends on 30 June 2026; 
− for material recovery facilities and financial hardship, approvals end on 30 June 2022. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.26  Industry Partnership Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Industry Partnership Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Industry Partnership Program has been designed to increase private sector investment and 

support productivity growth and increased resilience in our economy by strengthening Queensland's 
industries and enabling future growth. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Industry Partnership Program opened for registrations of interest on 9 June 2021. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The type and level of assistance is determined on a case-by-case basis, and may include financial 
incentives (grants, subsidies, loans), fiscal incentives (payroll tax concessions, reimbursement and 
relief for State charges), leveraging government assets or procurement. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Industry Partnership Program targets projects from businesses and research institutions located 

in Queensland that will advance priority industry sectors such as advanced manufacturing, hydrogen, 
biofutures, biomedical, defence, aerospace, space, resource recovery and METS. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The AUD 350 million Industry Partnership Program will allow the Department of State Development, 
Local Government, Infrastructure and Planning to provide tailored assistance packages to develop 

projects that will strengthen local supply chains and grow the footprint of Queensland's industries, 
while creating jobs. 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

The Industry Partnership Program will operate until fully allocated. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.27  Resource Recovery Industry Development Program (RRIDP) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Resource Recovery Industry Development Program (RRIDP). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The RRIDP supported our goal to make Queensland a world leader in recovery projects. It provided 

funding to Queensland's resource recovery industries through support for projects and initiatives 
that divert waste from landfill, reduce stockpiling and create jobs. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The RRIDP opened on 10 September 2018. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Successful projects are supported with direct payments (reimbursement) through a funding 
agreement with the State.  

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

This program is now closed to new applicants. A total of 29 successful projects have been announced 
to date. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Three funding streams addressed projects of varying scales and areas of focus: 

• Stream 1 – to enhance or build new facilities through capital investment in new processing 

or technological capabilities. Two funding rounds were completed with matched grants of 
between AUD 50,000 and AUD 5 million available through this stream. 

• Stream 2 – to deliver significant landfill diversion and resource recovery outcomes by 

providing broad financial incentives to attract or expand major resource recovery operations 
in Queensland. 

• Stream 3 – supported detailed technical studies and professional investigations that enable 

applicants to arrive at an infrastructure investment decision. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The RRIDP program reached full funding allocation and closed on 13 July 2021. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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16.28  Queensland Recycling Modernisation Fund (QRMF) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Queensland Recycling Modernisation Fund (QRMF). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

Through the Council of Australian Government, there was agreement in early 2020 to progress 

resource recovery and recycling projects to assist industry deal with the impacts of federal export 
bans. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

A National Partnership Agreement with the Australian Government guides the QRMF. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Successful projects will be supported with direct payments (reimbursement) through a funding 
agreement with the State. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Applications are now invited from public or private companies, local governments and not-for-profits 

looking to use proven resource recovery technologies to improve existing operations or bring 

significant new facilities to Queensland. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The minimum funding request is AUD 100,000 (excluding GST). There is no maximum funding 
request. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Opened on 13 July 2021 and closing on 7 September 2021. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.29  Building Acceleration Fund (BAF) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Building Acceleration Fund (BAF). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

Accelerate economic recovery through investing in catalyst infrastructure that unlocks development, 
generates construction activity, and creates long-term employment. 
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Infrastructure projects are generally defined as roads, water distribution, sewerage, wastewater, 
although other categories of infrastructure were considered, provided they met the eligibility criteria. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

CBRC decision no. 1041 made on 10 July 2020. 

The BAF was originally announced as an initiative under the Queensland Government's Economic 
Recovery Strategy Unite and Recover for Queensland Jobs. It was intended to replace the Catalyst 

Infrastructure Program. 

The BAF is administered under the Economic Development Act 2012. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding is allocated from Queensland Treasury to the Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning (DSDILGP) once Loan Agreements are signed with 
successful applicants. 

Applicants must co-invest a minimum of 10%, which must be expended first, before drawing down 
on the BAF Loan. 

Each Loan Agreement specifies a series of drawdowns. Proponents issue Drawdown Notices and 

evidence to EDQ to access the loan. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Applications from local governments, utility providers, industry and developers were accepted by 
Economic Development Queensland (part of DSDILGP). 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Applicants can request up to AUD 15 million in loan funding per project, and projects cannot be 
co-invested with any other level of government. Co-investment cannot be result of grant funding 
from another organization. 

As at August 2021, AUD 69.8 million in co-funding for six projects has been announced with 
approximately AUD 5 million administered. Details on successful projects can be found at 
www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/economic-development-qld/buying-and-developing-

land/infrastructure-planning-and-funding/building-acceleration-fund. Funding expenditure will occur 
from 2021-2023, as after signing the Loan Agreement, applicants have 12 months to commence 
construction and 18 months to complete it once started. 

Applicants must spend their co-investment first and then accrue eligible costs before drawing down 
on the Loan. 

Program guidelines outlining the eligibility criteria are available at 
www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/32845/baf-program-

guidelines.pdf. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Applications opened on 31 July 2020 and closed on 4 September 2020. 

Applicants must commence construction 12 months of funding approval and be completed within 
18 months of construction commencement. 

Applicants have up to 15 years to repay the loan once expended in full. 

http://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/economic-development-qld/buying-and-developing-land/infrastructure-planning-and-funding/building-acceleration-fund
http://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/economic-development-qld/buying-and-developing-land/infrastructure-planning-and-funding/building-acceleration-fund
http://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/32845/baf-program-guidelines.pdf
http://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/32845/baf-program-guidelines.pdf
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More successful projects are expected to be announced during FY 2021/22. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.30  Backing Queensland Business Investment Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Backing Queensland Business Investment Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the Backing Queensland Business Investment Fund is to promote job growth, 
increase access to growth-stage capital in Queensland, and generate successful returns through 
investment in innovative and small and medium sized enterprises. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Backing Queensland Business Investment Fund was implemented in June 2021 and forms part 
of the AUD 3.43 billion Queensland Jobs Fund. The Fund includes the AUD 100 million Business 

Investment Fund (over 3 years). The first investment by the Business Investment Fund was made 
in June 2021. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Payments by the Fund are in the form of co-investments alongside third party investor (typically 
share equity) in eligible Queensland businesses. The fund will consider direct investments in certain 

opportunities. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Business Investment Fund will target investments in small to medium sized business that: 

• create Queensland-based jobs; 
• have a proven product and defined market opportunity but require significant capital to 

aggressively build scale or grow market share; 

• are relatively mature, well beyond proof of concept and are generally profitable or 
approaching profitability; 

• are seeking capital to expand or restructure operations, enter new markets or finance 

significant acquisition; and 
• have well established and reputable owners who are committed to growing the business 

from and in Queensland. 

The Fund will not consider investing in businesses that are investment funds or conducting any of 
the following as their primary business activities: 

- finance (other than finance technologies); 

- insurance (other than insurance technologies); or 

- property development, land ownership, or construction (other than construction 
technologies). 
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Queensland Investment Corporation is independently managing the end-to-end investment process, 
including pipeline development, the assessment of applications and investment decisions, and the 
ongoing management of investments. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Fund will invest between AUD 2.5 - AUD 10 million. The Fund may consider follow-on 
investments subject to the same application process. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.31  Employment growth rebate for payroll tax 

 Title of Subsidy 

Employment growth rebate for payroll tax. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To encourage employers to increase net employment of full-time positions in Queensland. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The rebate was a Queensland Government initiative, administered by the Office of State Revenue 

under the Payroll Tax Act 1971 and Taxation Administration Act 2001. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Under the Payroll Tax Act 1971 payroll tax is payable by an employer (or group of employers) whose 
taxable wages exceed the threshold. 

Eligible employers received a payroll tax rebate up to AUD 20,000 if they demonstrated a net 
employment increase of new Queensland full-time positions in their business. For employers in a 

payroll tax group, eligibility was separately determined for each employer in the group. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To claim the employment growth rebate, eligible employers needed to provide information to the 
Office of State Revenue as part of their annual return. The rebate was calculated based on an 
employer's annual payroll tax amount for the relevant year and the proportion that the net 

employment increase bears to the employer's total Queensland workforce. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The total value of the rebate was AUD 12.4 million in 2019/20 and AUD 18 million in 2020/21. 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

The rebate ended on 30 June 2021. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.32  Industry Support Package 

 Title of Subsidy 

Industry Support Package. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

Focused on large and regionally significant businesses affected by COVID-19 to ensure they will be 

able to scale up and service the community when economic activity improves 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Industry Support Package is administered by Queensland Treasury with support from 

Queensland Treasury Corporation for loans and the Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The package was provided in the form of grants, concessional and commercial loans. 

Assessment criteria included businesses: 

• which make a significant contribution to Queensland 
• that employ people in Queensland at scale  
• which are significant in a regional context  

• that can make a key contribution to a rapid response by the economy as conditions improve  
• which are significantly impacted as a result of COVID-19  
• to leverage current support measures and those available from other jurisdiction 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Grants and loans were offered to predominately tourism and tourism related businesses. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The amount of subsidy provided was directly related to the financial impact of COVID-19 for 
individual businesses. As at 30 June 2021, AUD 174 million has been offered for tourism related 

businesses through the industry support. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program was announced on 24 March 2020 and closed to applications on 7 October 2020. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.33  Essential Goods and Supply Chain Program (EGSCP) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Essential Goods and Supply Chain Program (EGSCP). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/2020, 2020/2021 and 2021/2022. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

Announced on 19 May 2020. The objective of EGSCP was to assist Queensland based businesses to 

pivot their business to production of essential goods and services. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

EGSCP utilised up to AUD 50 million of repurposed funds from the Advance Queensland Industry 
Attraction Fund (AQIAF) in response to COVID-19 impacts. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Financial assistance has been provided toward projects assessed as: 

• Increasing the manufacture of essential goods in Queensland necessary to maintain public 
health and safety. 

• Ensuring manufacturers of essential goods continue to operate and provide employment, in 
Queensland. 

• Supporting critical links in Queensland's supply chains for essential goods that are 

experiencing supply shortages. 
• Lessening future vulnerability to disruption in production processes by the development of 

Queensland capability that can be scaled according to need. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

In response to the global COVID-19 pandemic, funding was redirected to help Queensland 
manufacturers make essential goods such as personal protective equipment (PPE), health 

consumables and medical devices. 

The program was designed to assist Queensland businesses to shore up the state's ability to produce 
PPE in the face of COVID-19 and future pandemics. 

In addition to assisting the state's economic recovery, the program assisted companies to 
commercialise innovative technologies and create advanced manufacturing jobs for the future. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Essential Goods and Supply Chain Program has provided financial assistance in the form of cash 
grants which are paid subject to successful recipients meeting contract obligations. 

As at 30 June 2021, EGSCP has announced commitments of AUD 22.44 million for 12 projects, 

forecast to achieve 662 new jobs and create over AUD 94.49 million in capital expenditure. 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

As of 20 January 2021, the program is not accepting new applications. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.34  Invested in Queensland 

 Title of Subsidy 

Invested in Queensland. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Announced as commencing in financial year 2021/2022, until fully subscribed. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Invested in Queensland program is an initiative under the Queensland Jobs Fund. Through the 

program, Government is engaging with industry on high impact projects to create jobs now and into 
the future. 

Invested in Queensland is delivered through two incentive schemes, the Strategic Investment 
Scheme and Investment Support Scheme. 

The Strategic Investment Scheme is designed to provide tailored assistance packages to 

Queensland based, interstate and internationally based business to support large-scale projects that 
result in significant economic benefits in terms of new jobs and wider supply chain and industry 

benefits. 

Projects may include: 

• new investment; 

• significant expansions; 
• supply chain capability enhancements. 

The scheme is targeted towards industry segments of strategic value based on Queensland's natural 
and competitive strengths. 

The Investment Support Scheme is a rebate program for payroll tax and other state-managed 
taxes, designed to incentivise international and interstate businesses, with proven capability and a 
contestable investment decision, to invest in Queensland through a transfer or expansion of 

operations. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Invested in Queensland program was announced on 21 June 2021. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Strategic Investment Scheme assistance will generally fall into two categories: 

• Cash grants for tangible capital-related expenses incurred in implementing the project in 
Queensland, and 

• Rebates for payroll tax and other state charges. 
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Investment Support Scheme assistance is offered in the form of payroll tax rebates, land tax and/or 
transfer duty rebates. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The program works with qualified investors, primarily medium-sized and large organisations, on 
significant projects that align with the government's priorities. 

Local Governments, sole traders, not for profit organisations and Government Owned Corporations 

are not eligible to apply. Entities with less than three years of trading may only apply if there are 
project partners that can provide evidence that supports management, technical and financial 
capability to undertake the proposed project. 

Applications will be assessed against the following mandatory assessment criteria: 

• Alignment with a government priority sector 
• Investment readiness – construction or operations to commence with two years 
• Employment growth thresholds 

• Broader economic benefits 
• Contestable or achieve additionality with government support 

Investment Support Scheme projects must be contestable. A contestable project is where there is 

at least one other viable, alternative international or Australian project site, aside from the 
Queensland location, under active consideration. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Financial assistance is provided through the most appropriate form of assistance and the type and 
level of assistance will be determined on a case-by-case basis. 

Government funding for Strategic Investment Support Scheme proponents must not exceed two-

thirds of actual total project expenditure unless exceptional circumstances are demonstrated. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Invested in Queensland is open to new applications until funds are considered fully allocated. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.35  Queensland Renewable Energy and Hydrogen Jobs Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Queensland Renewable Energy and Hydrogen Jobs Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The purpose of the Fund is to increase investment by Queensland energy Government owned 
corporations (GOCs) in commercial renewable energy and hydrogen projects, along with supporting 
infrastructure, including in partnership with the private sector. This will advance the State towards 

the 50% Queensland renewable energy target by 2030 (QRET), create jobs and growth, and further 
establish Queensland as a leader in renewable energy and hydrogen. 
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 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

In June 2020, the Government announced a AUD 1.5 billion increase to the AUD 500 million 
Queensland Renewable Energy Fund to establish the AUD 2 billion Queensland Renewable Energy 

and Hydrogen Jobs Fund. The Fund forms part of the AUD 3.43 billion Queensland Jobs Fund. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Payments by the Fund are in the form of equity contributions to Queensland energy GOCs. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Queensland's five energy GOCs – CleanCo, Stanwell, CS Energy, Energy Queensland and Powerlink – 
can present investment and funding proposals for consideration through the Fund. 

The Fund will allow investments by energy GOCs consistent with key objectives, including: 

• Renewable energy and hydrogen – The Fund will consider investment proposals that 
support additional renewable energy generation and storage capacity in Queensland, and 
the transition to QRET by 2030. This includes, but is not limited to, solar, wind, pumped 
hydroelectric storage, hydrogen and supporting network infrastructure. 

• Commerciality – Investment proposals must demonstrate commercial value. 
• Employment and jobs – Investments must create new and ongoing employment 

opportunities in Queensland, consistent with the Government's employment and 

procurement policies. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Levels of investment will be informed by proposals submitted to the Fund. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Queensland Government has allocated AUD 2 billion over multiple years for commercial 
renewable energy and hydrogen projects, as well as supporting infrastructure, including in 
partnership with the private sector. This includes AUD 1 billion of funding between 2021/22 and 
2024/25, and a further AUD 1 billion outside this period. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.36  Mount Isa Line Incentive Scheme (MILIS) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Mount Isa Line Incentive Scheme (MILIS). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The objective of the scheme is to make rail freight more competitive, with the intention to provide 

operational and financial benefit to the customers of rail services. These customers include existing 
mining operators and new freight, including mining and intermodal services. Livestock services, 
passenger train services and non-revenue train movements are not eligible for funding. 
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 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Mount Isa Line Incentive Scheme (MILIS) was announced in the 2019 State Budget with the 
Queensland Government officially opening the MILIS for application on 18 November 2019. The 

AUD 80 million scheme, is to be allocated over four years (AUD 20 million each year), commenced 
on 1 July 2019 and will end 30 June 2023. 

The Queensland Government priorities include shifting volumes of bulk minerals from trucks to 

trains, creating more regional jobs across the transport supply chain. The MILIS will assist this by 
extending operational and financial benefit to rail service customers and incentivise more rail freight 
on the Mount Isa Line to encourage a shift from road to rail. 

The MILIS supports the Department of Transport and Main Roads' (TMR's) vision to create a single 
integrated transport network accessible to everyone. The MILIS further supports the delivery of the 
Queensland Freight Strategy and Queensland Freight Action Plan actions to incentivise the use of 
rail across the Queensland network. 

The MILIS further supports the delivery of the Strategic Blueprint for Queensland's North West 
Minerals Province (NWMP), promoting a robust and diversified economy in the NWMP. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Queensland Government has allocated AUD 80 million (over four years) for the MILIS to be paid 
in equal annual instalments of AUD 20 million per financial year. The fund is intended to improve 

the competitiveness of rail freight and to encourage a shift from road to rail. This investment is 
expected to support additional and new investments in the regions. 

Eligibility for the MILIS requires a rail access agreement, which is usually between the rail operator 
and the rail infrastructure manager. Eligible recipients of the MILIS include freight end user/rail 

freight operator (for intermodal freight train service for multiple customers) on the MIRL. However, 
the scheme does not include livestock transport services, passenger train services and non-revenue 
train movements. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Payments are made to eligible recipients (on a quarterly basis in arrears, over the financial year. 

Payments are based on rail freight volumes and distance. The payments to eligible end users are 
based upon a percentage of the total actual Gross Tonne Kilometres (GTK) of the eligible rail freight 
services moved during the relevant quarter on the MIRL. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Queensland Government has allocated AUD 80 million (over four years) for the MILIS to be paid 
in equal annual instalments of AUD 20 million per financial year. 

Since July 2019 to the end of June 2021, a total of AUD 40 million has been paid to eligible recipients 
of the scheme. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The MILIS is funded for four years, commencing July 2019 and will end June 2023. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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16.37  Advancing Regional Innovation Program (ARIP) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Advancing Regional Innovation Program (ARIP). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

ARIP has been a flagship program under Advance Queensland designed to support partners within 

a region to collaborate on developing the local innovation ecosystem. 

The objectives are to promote: 

• Collaboration—encouraging stakeholders to collaborate to build innovation capabilities 

across their region; 
• Leverage—ensuring activities have broad support and contributions from multiple partners; 
• Sustainability—seeding activities, relationships and structures that will extend beyond the 

funding commitment for this program; 

• Impact—supporting activities that make a demonstrable difference to innovation-driven 
opportunities and jobs in regional Queensland. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Through Advance Queensland, the AUD 6 million Advancing Regional Innovation Program was 
established by the Queensland Government in 2016-2017 with 12 dedicated regions in Queensland 

allocated funds of up to AUD 500 000 (excluding GST) each over three years towards collaborative, 
region-wide projects and initiatives that support local entrepreneurship and build local innovation 
ecosystems. 

 Form of the subsidy 

ARIP provided competitive, merit based grants to a lead applicant as the main driver of the 
collaborative proposal who must collaborate with at least five partner organisations. 

The following types of organisations were eligible to apply: incubators, co-working spaces, or other 
innovation service providers, councils and regional economic development organisations, 
consortiums of private and public organisations, not-for-profit entities established to deliver the 

regional innovation project or publicly funded research organisations. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Recipient organisations entered into a legally binding financial incentive agreement with the 
Queensland Government 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding of up to AUD 500,000 (excluding GST) for each of the twelve regions for projects of up to 
three years. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

ARIP runs from 2016/17 to 2021/22. ARIP has been finalised in seven out of 12 regions and 
remaining regions are currently due to conclude their projects in 2021/22. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.38  Advance Queensland Deadly Deals 

 Title of Subsidy 

Advance Queensland Deadly Deals. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Queensland Government's Advance Queensland initiative focuses on growing the economy and 

creating jobs. This includes supporting the start-up and growth of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander businesses (Indigenous businesses) to deliver new products, processes and services, and 
establishing new industries that will provide the jobs of the future. 

The Deadly Deals initiative supports targeted Indigenous businesses and innovators to undertake 

the next step in the development of a product, process or service that will also: 

• support growth in priority industry areas in Queensland; 
• help to diversify the Queensland economy; 

• engage and/or benefit regional Queensland; 
• create new jobs or career pathways for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

This is a competitive grant program, only available to Indigenous businesses in Queensland who 
meet specific eligibility criteria. It is a two stage application process, and applicants successful at 

expression of interest stage are invited to full application. Deadly Deals is a program under the 
AUD 2.25 million Deadly Innovation 2017 election commitment. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grant payable in milestones to successful individual Indigenous businesses. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Recipient organisations entered into a legally binding financial incentive agreement with the 
Queensland Government. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding of up to AUD 100 000 (excluding GST) for each of six recipients for up to 12 months 
duration. 

Individual grant payments made to successful applicants. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Deadly Deals ran for approximately 12 months, and the program is not currently accepting any new 

applications. Two out of six recipients have finalised their grants, and the remaining grants are to 
be finalised in 2021/22. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.39  Advance Queensland Ignite Ideas Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Advance Queensland Ignite Ideas Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Ignite Ideas Fund supports Queensland based small to medium businesses that have 

high-growth potential to undertake commercialisation projects that will: 

• strengthen key industries in Queensland 

• diversify the Queensland economy 

• compete in domestic and global markets 

• engage and/or benefit regional Queensland 

• create new jobs, now and into the future. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Election commitment under the Advance Queensland Strategy. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grant. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The grant is available to Queensland based small to medium businesses. The grant is paid in 
milestones tied to the completion of agreed project activities. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Two tiers of funding are available: 

• up to AUD 100,000 over 12 months where 20% matching funding must be committed by 

the recipient; or 
• between AUD 100,001 and AUD 200,000 over 24 months where AUD 1:AUD 1 matching 

funding must be committed by the recipient. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The future of the program is currently under review. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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16.40  Advance Queensland Industry Research Fellowships 

 Title of Subsidy 

Advance Queensland Industry Research Fellowships. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Advance Queensland Industry Research Fellowships program supports researchers partnering 

with industry to complete original research that will have a positive impact on Queensland. 

The program is focused on establishing and/or maintaining meaningful collaboration between 
researchers and industry. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Election commitment under the Advance Queensland Strategy. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grant. 

The applicant organisation must be a Queensland-based agency that conducts research as part of 

its core activities, including some universities, government agencies, not-for-profit organisations, 

and companies. The applicant organisation nominates the proposed Fellow. 

The proposed Fellow must: 

• be an Australian citizen or have Australian residency for the duration of the proposed 
fellowship when submitting the application; 

• be employed by the applicant organisation in a minimum 50% FTE capacity; 

• spend a minimum 50% FTE on the fellowship; 
• work and reside in Queensland for the duration of the fellowship; 
• have a PhD research qualification with: 

o up to 5 years post-PhD research experience for early-career fellowships 

o 5 to 10 years post-PhD research experience for mid-career fellowships. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The grant is available to Queensland-based agency that conducts research as part of its core 
activities, including some universities, government agencies, not-for-profit organisations, and 
companies. The grant is paid in milestones tied to the completion of agreed project activities. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Two tiers of funding are available: 

• early-career fellowships – AUD 160,000 over two years, or AUD 240,000 over three years; 

• mid-career fellowships – AUD 240,000 over two years, or AUD 360,000 over three years. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The final round of the program closed in June 2021. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.41  Advance Queensland Platform Technology Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Advance Queensland Platform Technology Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

Provided financial incentives (through grants) to larger scale co-funded projects that accelerate the 

development and deployment of significant and highly collaborative industry-based platform 
technology projects. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

In December 2016, the Minister for Innovation, Science and the Digital Economy and Minister for 
Small Business approved the PTP program. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Payments are made to successful applicants via a direct grant in instalments. Payment frequency is 

set out in an agreed schedule against successfully completing milestone deliverables. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Application to the program was competitive and open to any registered business with a minimum of 

three Queensland-based partners and be able to demonstrate an ability to fund at least 75% of the 
cost of the eligible project. The number of payments awarded varied and was dependent on the 
value of the grant and the timeframe of the project. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Over AUD 15 million was committed through approved contracts under the PTP program. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program opened in January 2017 and was finalized in mid-2018. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.42  Regional Angel Investors Support Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Regional Angel Investors Support Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 
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 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Regional Angel Investors Support Program Fund aimed to connect potential angel investors in 
regional Queensland with each other and with potential start-up investment opportunities. The 

program also aimed to strengthen the availability of angel investment pathways for regionally based 
start-ups. The program provided an avenue for start-ups to seek out angel investor funding to 
commercialise innovative products, processes, or services. 

The Fund aimed to assist eligible organisations to deliver: 

• Engagement meetings and workshops for potential business angels. 
• Hosting events for potential angels and start-ups. 

• Hosting visiting entrepreneurs, business angels or venture capitalists to the region to 
provide insights to local investors.  

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

On 3 October 2017, the Minister for Innovation, Science and the Digital Economy and Minister for 
Small Business approved the Regional Angels Investment Cluster Pilot proposal developed by the 
former Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation and the Office of the 

Queensland Chief Entrepreneur. 

The assessment panel independently assessed the applications against four key criteria: planning, 
capability, investment/angel connections, and innovation connections, including a required letter of 

support from the Advancing Regional Innovation Program lead organisation in the region. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants of up to AUD 20 000 (excluding GST) for one year were available to support local groups of 

potential angel investors. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Ten applicants were offered funding under the Regional Angel Investors Support Program (the 
Program) totalling AUD 199,250 (excluding GST). 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Up to AUD 20 000 excluding GST per recipient, noting a number reported an underspend and funds 
returned to the Department. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

12 months. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.43  Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 
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 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program was a highly competitive program that 
encourage entrepreneurs, innovators and small businesses to engage in State research and 

development by solving complex Queensland Government challenges. Through a competitive 
awards-based program, SBIR enabled businesses to explore their technological potential and 
commercialise and retain IP generated through the program. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

In 2015, the Minister for Innovation, Science and the Digital Economy and Minister for Small Business 

approved the SBIR program. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Payments are made to successful applicants via a direct grant in instalments. Payment frequency is 
set out in an agreed schedule against successfully completing milestone deliverables. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The subsidy was applicable to any entity that met the program eligibility criteria, and who was 
successful in the competitive application process. The number of payments awarded varied and was 
dependent on the value of the grant and the timeframe of the project. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

A total of just under AUD 2.3m was paid under the program to successful recipients, with a further 

AUD 350,000.00 paid to a variety of service providers that supported the program e.g., Legal 
advisors, Probity advisors, independent assessors, catering and venue hire, workshop facilitators). 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The SBIR program ran from 2015 to 2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.44  Defence and Aerospace Industry Development Fund (DAIDF) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Defence and Aerospace Industry Development Fund (DAIDF). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The DAIDF supports Queensland SMEs to enhance their prospects for securing participation in 
defence, aerospace and space industry supply chains by: 

• enabling Queensland SMEs to develop their capabilities and compete for national and 
international defence and aerospace industry contracts; 

• increasing Queensland SMEs' exposure and access to defence, aerospace and space industry 
supply chains; 

• facilitating the acquisition of internationally recognised industry certification. 
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 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The DAIDF implements elements of the Queensland Defence Industries 10-Year Roadmap and Action 
Plan (https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/industry/priority-industries/defence-jobs-qld/qld-

defence-industries-roadmap) and the Queensland Aerospace 10-Year Roadmap and Action Plan 
(https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/17231/aerospace-
roadmap.pdf). 

 Form of the subsidy 

Round 1 of the International and Industry Certification stream provided matched funding (up to 50% 

of eligible costs) to Queensland SMEs to achieve nationally and internationally recognised 
certifications. Grants from AUD 10,000 to AUD 30,000 were available, payable in arrears on 
achievement of the certification. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To be eligible to apply, an applicant must be a SME operating in Queensland and: 

• be registered for GST with a valid Australian Business Number (ABN); 

• be engaged in defence, aerospace, or information security (specifically C4ISREW 
technologies) supply-chains, or demonstrate the capability and intention to do so; 

• be able to fund at least 50% of eligible activity costs and 100% of ineligible activity costs; 

• be a company incorporated in Australia, or an incorporated trustee on behalf of a trust; 
and 

• comply with Queensland industrial relations, and workplace health and safety regulations. 

Applications were not accepted from: 

• individuals, partnerships and not-for-profit organisations; 
• SMEs operating for less than 1 year; 
• SMEs with an Associated Entity that is certified or pursuing certification to one or more of 

the eligible certification standards; and 
• Federal, State and Local Government agencies or entities. 

DAIDF grants are paid in arrears on submission of a payment claim form, an invoice made out to 

the department, and evidence of payment of eligible expense items. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Round 1 of the International and Industry Certification stream provided matched funding to 
Queensland SMEs to achieve nationally and internationally recognised certifications. Grants from 
AUD 10,000 to AUD 30,000 were available, payable in arrears on achievement of the certification. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

2019/20 to 2022/23. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.45  Manufacturing Hubs Grant Program (MHGP) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Manufacturing Hubs Grant Program (MHGP). 

https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/industry/priority-industries/defence-jobs-qld/qld-defence-industries-roadmap
https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/industry/priority-industries/defence-jobs-qld/qld-defence-industries-roadmap
https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/17231/aerospace-roadmap.pdf
https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/17231/aerospace-roadmap.pdf
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The MHGP has been established to assist small-to-medium size manufacturing firms (SMEs) located 
in each of the Cairns, Townsville, and Central Queensland SA4 regions to increase their advanced 

manufacturing capabilities both directly and through supply chain opportunities. These programs are 
being run from our Manufacturing Hubs located in those regions. 

A second round will open in late 2021 to service the Mackay- and Gold Coast SA4 regions and will 

be run by the newly established Manufacturing Hubs in Mackay and Gold Coast. The key objectives 
of the MHGP are to support the Queensland Government's Advancing Queensland's Priorities by: 

• supporting the growth of Queensland's regional manufacturing industry by assisting local 
manufacturing SMEs to improve productivity, build international competitiveness, stimulate 

job generation and private sector investment, and support regional growth; and 
• assisting regional manufacturing SMEs to adopt new technologies and implement skills and 

training that results in: 

o integrated technology-led advances in equipment, robotics, processes, systems, 
software, data use and analytics; and 

o high performing workplaces including increased management capability, leadership, 

technical skills, the attraction, retention and development of skilled employees, 
apprenticeships and traineeships that reflect an advanced manufacturing workplace. 

The MHGP is addressing identified industry challenges and opportunities associated with 
manufacturing firms transitioning into advanced manufacturing and growing advanced 

manufacturing is regional Queensland. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The original AUD 13.5 million Manufacturing Hubs Grant Program was informed by the Manufacturing 
Hub Delivery Model and launched in January 2020 to eligible SME manufacturers in the Cairns, 
Townsville, and Central Queensland SA4 regions. Each of these regions have been allocated 

AUD 4.5 million of Manufacturing Hubs Grant Program funding. 

The program will continue to operate through to June 2022 or until all funds are exhausted or 
June 2022 (the date the funding for the Manufacturing Hubs expires). 

The MHGP funding program supports the Manufacturing Hub Delivery Model, the Queensland 
Advanced Manufacturing 10-year Roadmap and Action Plan and the Advanced Robotics for 
Manufacturing Hub (ARM Hub). It is administered by the State of Queensland through the 
Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water. 

The funding allocated to the second round of the MHGP, which will service the Mackay and Gold 
Coast SA4 regions, is unconfirmed, and will be launched in late 2021. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Manufacturing Hubs Grant Program is a merit-based application program, with eligible 
applications assessed by date of submission. 

MHGP grants within the Townsville, Cairns, and Central Queensland range from AUD 5,000 to 

AUD 1 million. There are three levels for financial assistance: 

1. Grants valued between AUD 5,000 - AUD 25,000 whereby the State will fund 75% of 
the total eligible project costs. 

2. Grants valued between AUD 25,001 - AUD 500,000 whereby the State will fund 75% of 
the total eligible project costs. 
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3. Grants valued between AUD 501,000 - AUD 1 million whereby the State will fund 75% 
of AUD 500,000, and 50% of the balance of the Eligible Activity Costs by the MHGP. 

The grant values for the second round of the MHGP, which will service the Mackay and Gold Coast 
SA4 regions, is unconfirmed. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To be eligible to receive funding under the MHGP, applicants must: 

• be a Queensland-based, SME, or demonstrate that the business should be considered an 
SME, to DRDMW's satisfaction, whose principal activity and majority of annual turnover is 
derived from Manufacturing; 

• have its main operations located in the SA4 Region for the relevant Manufacturing Hub in 
Queensland, and have operated within Queensland for a minimum of three (3) consecutive 
years prior to the applicant submitting its application; 

• be registered for GST and hold an active Australian Business Number (ABN); 

• have a proposed Eligible Activity that targets Queensland's manufacturing industry and be 
relevant to the national and international market, products and services of the applicant; 

• be able to demonstrate that the applicant can verify or validate the expected effectiveness 

and outcomes of the proposed Eligible Activity; 
• meet any professional pre-requisites for Eligible Activities; 
• have the financial capacity and standing necessary to conduct the proposed Eligible 

Activity, including the amount to be contributed to the project; 
• be willing to enter into a binding funding agreement with the State, stipulating that the 

financial assistance will be used to fund Eligible Activities; 
• not be insolvent or have owners or directors that are an undischarged bankrupts; and 

• not be a federal, state, or local government entity, statutory authority or not-for-profit 
organisation. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

As of 1 September 2021, 34 projects have been approved for funding under the MHGP for a total 
approved value of AUD 9.1 million. With several other projects currently under evaluation. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program will continue to operate until all funds are exhausted, or through to June 2022 (the 

date the funding for the Manufacturing Hubs expires). The Mackay and Gold Coast will continue until 
June 2024 or until funds are exhausted which will be known after the program is launched in 
late 2021. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

16.46  Townsville Regional Recovery Action Plan – Mount Isa Mines Limited 

 Title of Subsidy 

Townsville Regional Recovery Action Plan – Mount Isa Mines Limited. 

 Period covered by the notification  

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 
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 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

Queensland Government capital investment in Townsville as part of the Townsville Regional 
Recovery Action Plan. Part of this financial support includes payroll tax relief, job support loans and 

grants to a range of industry sectors in the North Queensland area and general infrastructure support 
towards roads, water supply and port facilities upgrades – backing hundreds of jobs from Mount Isa 
to Townsville. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

On 23 September 2020, the Premier and Treasurer announced that the Queensland Government 

would provide financial support (under the Townsville Regional Recovery Action Plan) to secure more 
than 1000 resource and manufacturing jobs across North Queensland, from Mount Isa to Townsville, 
including funding to assist the ongoing operations and maintenance of the Mount Isa copper smelter, 
the Townsville copper refinery and local manufacturers. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants, payroll tax reductions, job support loans. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Businesses operating in the Mount Isa to Townsville region. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

AUD 8 billion for the Townsville Regional Recovery Action Plan, including funding for various 

initiatives and businesses from Mount Isa to Townsville. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

2020 to end of August 2024. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

17  SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

17.1  Jobs and Economic Growth Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Jobs and Economic Growth Fund 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To support industry and business growth in South Australia through attraction and expansion support 

for initiatives that will introduce significant new technologies, capabilities, capacities and expertise 

in industries that align to the state's competitive advantages and provide industry sector support 
where required. 
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 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Following the South Australian Government's review of assistance programs the Industry Assistance 
Framework has been established to support economic growth. The Jobs and Economic Growth Fund 

(formerly Economic and Business Growth Fund) is one of three designated funds targeted and 
focused on opportunities that provide strategic development benefit to the state, including in South 
Australia's regions. The other two funds are the Research and Innovation Fund and the Regional 

Growth Fund (see below). The Jobs and Economic Growth Fund is managed by the Department of 
Treasury and Finance. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct funding through grants and in some instances, loans. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Recipients may be government agencies, infrastructure providers, industry associations, companies, 
universities, other research institutions or not-for-profit organisations. Funding is provided on the 
basis of project applications and assessed and determined on a case-by-case basis. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total funding is AUD 444 million over eight years. 

There is no maximum or minimum amount for a grant application. Applications for loans may be 
considered in some instances and determined on a case-by-case basis. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Eight years from 2018/2019. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

17.2  Regional Growth Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Regional Growth Fund 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Regional Growth Fund has been established to support projects that unlock new economic 
activity in our regions, create jobs, grow export opportunities and strengthen regional communities. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Following the South Australian Government's review of assistance programs the Industry Assistance 

Framework has been established to support economic growth. The Regional Growth Fund is one of 
three new designated funds targeted and focused on opportunities that provide strategic 
development benefit to the state, including in South Australia's regions. The Regional Growth Fund 
is administered by the Department Primary Industries and Regional Development. 
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 Form of the subsidy 

Grants. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Applicants can seek grants from AUD 50,000 up to AUD 2 million through a competitive grant 
process based on project applications. Projects are assessed on their ability to drive new economic 

activity; demonstrate transformational change for an industry or sector; create new or additional 
sustained economic benefits for the community/region beyond the applicant; connect to a specific 
regional community; and ensure that further intervention by government after the funding is 

provided, is not required to sustain the project or its benefits. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

AUD 150 million over ten years (AUD 15 million annually). 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Ten years from 2018/19. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

17.3  Research and Innovation Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Research and Innovation Fund 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

Research and Innovation Fund (previously the Research, Commercialisation & Startup Fund) 
supports research programs that stimulate and encourage the creation of more start-up businesses 
in South Australia. It is intended to support proposals that build industry research and development 
capability in South Australia, advance scientific research and help entrepreneurs market their ideas. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Following the South Australian Government's review of assistance programs the Industry Assistance 

Framework has been established to support economic growth. The Research and Innovation Fund is 
one of three new designated funds targeted and focused on opportunities that provide strategic 
development benefit to the state, including in South Australia's regions. The Research, and 

Innovation Fund is managed by the Department for Innovation and Skills. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants, with applicant providing matching funding. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Eligible applicants include businesses, industry associations, universities, independent research 
institutes and State Government research institutes. Project proposals are assessed on a case-by-

case basis. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Ongoing budget is available to provide grants from AUD 20,000 up to AUD 2 million. 

There are three funding streams: 

• Stream 1: Strategic Research Initiatives 
Minimum grant is AUD 50,000; maximum grant is AUD 2 million; 

• Stream 2: Seed-Start Program Grants from is AUD 50,00 up to AUD 500,000; grants from 
AUD 50,000 to AUD 100,000 are provided on a 2:1 basis (AUD 0.50 from applicant for every 
AUD 1 from government), grants from AUD 100,001 to AUD 500,000 are on a 1:1 basis. 

• Stream 3: Entrepreneurship and innovation ecosystem initiatives 
Minimum grant of AUD 20,000 up to AUD 500,000. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program commenced in February 2019 and is ongoing 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

17.4  South East Forestry Partnerships Program (SEFPP) 

 Title of the subsidy 

South East Forestry Partnerships Program (SEFPP) 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The purpose of the SEFPP is to support the development of innovative products and technologies to 

encourage a viable and strong timber sawmilling industry, and create and secure jobs. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The SEFPP is a merit-based grant program accessible to applicants in the South East of South 
Australia and was created to fulfil an obligation in relation to the forward sale of the plantations in 
South East of South Australia. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Payments to successful applicants are made in the form of a grant, paid in parts, and as 

reimbursements after costs have been incurred and performance milestones have been met. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Eligible organisations are those that may provide a dedicated service to, or are located or intending 

to locate in, the South East of South Australia defined as the Limestone Coast region. 
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A total of AUD 27 million was allocated over three rounds. Round Three for AUD 6,565,069 of funding 
was open in financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

In 2019/2020 a total of AUD 1,764,818 of SEFPP funding was paid to grantees. 

In 2020/2021 no payments were made to grantees. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Recipients to match government funding at least dollar for dollar. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The full allocation of the program was made over financial years 2015/2016 and 2016/2017. Two 

project grantees are yet to receive allocated payments. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

17.5  South Australian River Murray Sustainability Program 

The AUD 265 million South Australian River Murray Sustainability (SARMS) Program was funded by 
the Australian Government and is being delivered by the State. SARMS supported the sustainability 

of South Australian River Murray communities through investment in irrigation efficiencies, water 
returns, irrigation industry assistance and regional economic development, including the 
redevelopment of the Loxton Research Centre. The Program returned 40 gigalitres of water to the 

River Murray system and contributed towards South Australia's implementation of the Basin Plan. 

SARMS comprised two main areas of investment – AUD 240 million for the Irrigation Industry 
Improvement Program (3IP), and AUD 25 million for Regional Economic Development. 

(i) South Australian River Murray Sustainability Program (SARMS) Irrigation Industry 
Improvement Program (3IP) 

 Title of Subsidy 

South Australian River Murray Sustainability Program (SARMS) Irrigation Industry Improvement 
Program (3IP) (ceased) 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

This State-led competitive grant program recovered water savings generated from water recovery 
and eligible irrigation infrastructure upgrade projects undertaken by irrigation infrastructure 

operators and individual irrigators. These projects improved the efficiency and productivity of water 
use and management, both off and on-farm, helping to secure a sustainable future for irrigation 
communities. 

The 3IP was comprised of three elements being: 

• The South Australian River Murray Irrigation Efficiency element (up to AUD 80 million); 

• The South Australian Government Water Purchase element (up to AUD 40 million); 

• The South Australian Government Irrigation Industry Assistance element (up to 
AUD 120 million). 
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 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

This AUD 240 million State-led program was funded under the National Partnership Agreement on 
South Australian River Murray Sustainability Program (Part A) and National Partnership Agreement 

on South Australian River Murray Sustainability Program (Part B). 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding was provided through a funding agreement between the State and successful applicant. A 
comprehensive, competitive assessment process was undertaken for all projects prior to the 
approval of government funding. The water savings were delivered to the State and transferred to 

the Commonwealth in line with milestones under the National Partnership Agreement. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding was provided through a funding agreement between the State and the successful grant 
applicant. Four public calls for application were conducted and all grantee projects were finalised in 
the 2020/21 financial year. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Four rounds were conducted. Successful applicants were offered on average around 
AUD 1.21 million. It should be noted that as part of the grant requirements, a portion of the project 

water savings in the form of water entitlements are transferred to the State and then to the 
Commonwealth in line with National Partnership Agreement milestones for environmental use. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Round 1 of the program opened in December 2013 and final grantee projects were completed in the 

2020/21 financial year. In the 2021/22 financial year the State will finalise delivery of approved 

projects in the region as agreed with the Australian Government. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

(ii) South Australian River Murray Sustainability Program (SARMS) Regional Development and 
Innovation Fund (RDIF) 

 Title of Subsidy 

South Australian River Murray Sustainability Program (SARMS) Regional Development and 
Innovation Fund (RDIF). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

This State-led competitive grant program provided funding to non-irrigators within the 
South Australian River Murray region. This AUD 12.5 million fund was for projects that supported 

regional development, employment opportunities and economic diversification in the region and 

formed part of the Regional Economic Development Investment under SARMS. 
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 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

This AUD 12.5 million State-led program was funded under the National Partnership Agreement on 
South Australian River Murray Sustainability Program (Part A) and National Partnership Agreement 

on South Australian River Murray Sustainability Program (Part B). 

 Form of the subsidy 

Funding was provided through a funding agreement between the State and successful applicant. A 
comprehensive competitive assessment process is undertaken for all projects prior to the approval 
of government funding. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding was provided through a funding agreement between the State and the successful grant 

applicant. Three public calls for application were conducted. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Four rounds were conducted. Successful applicants were offered on average around 

AUD 0.65 million. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Round 1 of the program opened in June 2014 with all grantee projects finalised in the 2019/20 
financial year. In the 2021/22 financial year the State will finalise delivery of approved projects in 
the region as agreed with the Australian Government. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

17.6  Regional Support 

 Title of Subsidy 

Regional Tourism Organisation and Regional Consumer Cooperative Marketing Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/2021. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

Regional Tourism Organisation Funding for local Contact Officer Services to support Regional Tourism 

Initiatives. 

The Regional Consumer Cooperative Marking (RCCM) Fund raises the tourism profile of South 
Australia and increases visitation to South Australia by delivery of the Cooperative Marketing 

Campaign as defined in accordance with the Agreement. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The purpose of the support is to raise the tourism profile of South Australia and increase visitation 
to South Australia by delivery of the cooperative marketing campaigns. Direct and indirect support 
is provided to Regional Development of Australia Boards representing the tourism regions of South 
Australia who are required to make co-contributions towards the campaigns. 
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 Form of the subsidy 

Direct and indirect support. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding and support arrangements to Regional Tourism Organisations through a co-operative 
marketing agreement. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

AUD 1.06 million (RTO fund) + AUD 660,000 (RCCM). 

 Duration of the subsidy 

2019/20 to 2020/21. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

17.7  Screen Production Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Screen Production Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy  

To support the production of screen content that generates significant economic outcomes for the 

South Australian screen industry. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

South Australian Film Corporation 

 Form of the subsidy 

Up to 10% of South Australian production expenditure provided as a grant. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Australian producers who hold the rights in the project and have confirmed marketplace attachment. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total grant expenditure of AUD 3,559,000 in 2019/20 and AUD 1,746,000 in 2020/21. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Fund has been offered continuously since approximately 1994. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

17.8  Post Production, Digital and Visual Effects (PDV) Rebate 

 Title of Subsidy 

Post Production, Digital and Visual Effects (PDV) Rebate. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To develop the South Australian postproduction, digital and visual effects sector. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

South Australian Film Corporation. 

 Form of the subsidy 

10% of South Australian post-production expenditure paid as a rebate. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

A producer or co-producer and/or an eligible applicant under the Federal PDV Offset, and/or any 
bona fide South Australian resident company providing post- production digital and visual effects 

services on the project. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total grant expenditure of AUD 4,960,000 in 2019/20 and AUD 4,458,000 in 2020/21. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The PDV Rebate has been offered since January 2018. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

17.9  South Australian Video Game Development (VGD) Rebate 

 Title of Subsidy 

South Australian Video Game Development Rebate. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To develop the South Australian postproduction, digital and visual effects sector. 
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 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

South Australian Film Corporation. 

 Form of the subsidy 

10% of South Australian video games development expenditure paid as a rebate. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Applicant must own or control the necessary rights to develop the game, or; if the Applicant is 
a service provider undertaking the work, they must demonstrate that they have been engaged to 

undertake that work by the rights holder. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total grant expenditure of AUD 2,400,000 in 2020/21. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The VGD Rebate has been offered since September 2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

17.10  Adelaide Film Festival Investment Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Adelaide Film Festival Investment Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To capitalise on local and national creative strengths, in order to: 

• boost screen production in South Australia 
• increase business and employment opportunities in the State 
• enhance the State's national and international brand as a centre of independent screen 

creativity and innovation. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Public Corporations (Adelaide Film Festival) Regulations 2017 under the Public Corporations Act 
1993. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Equity and Grant investment for screen productions. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Australian screen producers. 
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 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total AUD 1M biennially. Investment values are variable and determined on a case-by-case basis. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Fund has been offered annually since 2003. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

17.11  South Australian Venture Capital Fund (SAVCF) 

 Title of Subsidy 

South Australian Venture Capital Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To increase local venture capital investment in South Australia. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

A review of venture capital activity in South Australia highlighted the lack of locally-based venture 
capital fund managers to identify quality dealflow and make local investments into high-growth 

potential companies that have demonstrated a market for their product or service. The SAVCF is 
administered by the Department for Innovation and Skills. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The SAVCF will target 10-20, AUD 1-2 million pre-Series A investments into South Australian 
start-ups and 5-12 AUD 2.5 million investments into Series A stage start-ups. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided  

The Fund may invest in high growth potential companies that have at least demonstrated a market 
for their product or service and have either commenced generating revenue or can demonstrate 

customer validation and evidence a route to revenue generation. 

Areas of interest include: Space, Clean Energy, Cybersecurity, Defence, Agrifood, Health and 
Medtech. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

A commitment of AUD 50m was made on the establishment of the SAVCF. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The SAVCF was established on 1 July 2017. It has a nominal life of 15 years from commencement 

date. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available.  

18  TASMANIA 

18.1  Abalone Industry Reinvestment Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Abalone Industry Reinvestment Fund (AIRF). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21 [Note the Fund was established in July 2018]. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The broad objectives of the Abalone Industry Reinvestment Fund are to support and increase the 
sustainability and productivity of the abalone fishery both biologically and economically. The fund 
will support projects to reduce the long spined sea urchin population of the East Coast of Tasmania. 
It will also support projects to increase abalone stock rates, including larval seeding. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The fund is administered by a committee consisting of members from the Tasmanian Abalone 

Council, the Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment and the 
Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Fund was established by diverting a portion of existing royalties to provide support for industry-
led projects that assist in maintaining and enhancing the sustainability and value of the abalone 

fishery. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Applicants may be community organisations, research institutes, local government or industry 
organisations and qualified representatives. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

AUD 5.1 million over 5 years. [Note the fund was established in July 2018]. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Five years from 2018/19 to 2022/23. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.2  Abalone Industry Development Trust Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Abalone Industry Development Trust Fund. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

For industry development projects to assist with developing new markets, respond to changes in the 
world market over recent years, leverage additional resource sustainability funding from national 

research funding bodies, undertake further economic analysis and increase the value of the catch. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Announced in the 2015 State Budget, in response to changes in the world market. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grant funding to the Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Trust deed to the Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

AUD 0.2 million per annum from 2015/16. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Initially four years from 2015/16 to 2018/19. Funding extended in 2018 State Budget for another 

four years. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.3  ShellMAP 

 Title of Subsidy 

ShellMAP (Shellfish Market Access Program). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

ShellMAP's Industry Development (Market Access) component will ensure that innovation and best 
practice is fostered and implemented, so that the industry retains its competitive edge in the world's 
market. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Announced in the 2018 State Budget. ShellMAP operates under a Partnership Agreement between 

the Tasmanian Government, Oysters Tasmania and the Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council (TSIC). 
The program has three components: Regulatory Services, Industry Development (Market Access) 
and Operational Services. 
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 Form of the subsidy 

Project funding and levy relief. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment will partner with 
the oyster and shellfish industry to coordinate industry development. Funding is provided for projects 

approved by the ShellMAP Management Committee to improve the capacity of the oyster industry to 
manage market access programs. In 2020/21 there have been impacts to seafood markets. Oyster 
growers have received levy relief for the ShellMAP monitoring and testing ShellMAP levy. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

AUD 0.4 million over four years from 2018/19. AUD 350,000 in levy relief was provided in 2020/21. 

AUD 0.75 million over four years has been provided in grant deeds. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Four years from 2018/19 for grant deeds. Levy relief of AUD 350,000 was for the financial year 

period 2020/2021. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.4  Investment Attraction and Industry Development Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Investment Attraction and Industry Development Program.* 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Aimed at the development of a strong and innovative business culture resulting in increased 
investment and job creation; the attraction of new investment to the State; increased infrastructure 
development; stimulating innovation and business development and increased local, national and 

international opportunities for business in Tasmania. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The legislative basis is the Tasmanian Development Act 1983 with any funds expended under the 
Investment Attraction and Industry Development Program being appropriated under the budget of 
the Department of State Growth. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Assistance can take the form of grants, concessional loans, payroll tax subsidies, rental subsidies, 

and/or stamp duty subsidies. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Applications are assessed on a case-by-case basis. Incentive packages are based on an assessment 

of the net economic benefits (for example, increases in employment, increase in investment and 
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the introduction of new technologies), the long-term viability of the project and the strategic 
importance of the project to the State. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

See the table above for the aggregated State expenditure and the estimated number of firms assisted 
for the financial year 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Investment Attraction and Industry Development Program is ongoing. Assistance to companies 
is time-specific, agreed upon between the proponent and the Department of State Growth. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.5  AgriGrowth Concessional Loan Scheme 

 Title of Subsidy 

AgriGrowth Concessional Loan Scheme. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The AgriGrowth Concessional Loan Scheme is an initiative of the Tasmanian Government providing 

low interest loans to Tasmanian farm businesses and agri-food businesses. It supports projects that 
advance the Government's Agrivision 2050 plan, which aims to increase the value of the agriculture 
and agri-food sectors in Tasmania. The loan scheme also supports young farmers to progress to 

operating a farm business in their own right. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Loan Scheme provides financial assistance to Tasmanian farm businesses and agri-food 
businesses, where the majority of business is conducted in Tasmania. Eligible purposes include: 

• developing an innovative agribusiness initiative that has a long lead time until income is 
generated; 

• starting a new enterprise or expanding an existing enterprise; 

• implementing Productivity or Value Enhancement Activities; or 

• young farmers establishing their own farm business, which may include the purchase of a 
farm property. 

that otherwise could not be brought forward and/or financed under normal banking arrangements. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Low interest rate loan. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To eligible Tasmanian farmers who must be able to demonstrate capacity to repay the loan in five 
years or through successfully obtaining commercial refinance. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding provided during the 2019/20 and 2020/21 financial years is summarised in the following 

table. 

Note the full amount of the loans provided is included as a subsidy, on the basis that this funding is 
not otherwise available through traditional banking channels. 

Financial Year Expenditure No. of Firms Industry Sector 

2019/20 AUD 12,279,000 13 Farmers 

2020/21 AUD 11,519,000 13 Farmers 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Loan Scheme opened in August 2015 and still currently remains open. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.6  Advanced Manufacturing Innovation and Growth Voucher System 

 Title of Subsidy 

Advanced Manufacturing Innovation and Growth Voucher System. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Advanced Manufacturing Innovation and Growth Voucher System is designed to assist 
Tasmanian manufacturers undertake innovation and growth initiatives. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Program was a key initiative of the Tasmanian Government's Advanced Manufacturing Action 
Plan, which was publicly released in June 2016. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants are provided on a competitive merit basis to eligible Tasmanian businesses, with individual 

grants capped at AUD 15,000. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To eligible Tasmanian small and medium sized advanced manufacturing enterprises. 
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 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding provided during the 2019/20 and 2020/21 financial years is summarised in the table below. 

Financial Year Expenditure No. of Firms Industry Sector 

2019/20 AUD 150,000 10 Advanced manufacturing 

2020/21 AUD 0 0 Advanced manufacturing 

The Program provides a reimbursement of up to 50% of approved expenses for the development of 
innovation and growth activities to a maximum of AUD 15,000 per activity. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Program commenced in August 2016 and closed on 30 June 2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.7  On-farm Energy Audit and Capital Infrastructure Grant Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

On-farm Energy Audit and Capital Infrastructure Grant Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The On-farm Energy Audit and Capital Infrastructure Grant Program supports the Tasmanian 

Government AgriVision 2050 Policy which aims to increase the value of the state's agriculture and 
agri-food sectors to AUD 10 billion by 2050. 

The program supported Tasmanian businesses undertaking an energy audit, allowing eligible farm 
businesses to access two-thirds of the cost of having the audit undertaken by a suitably qualified 

professional. Additionally, the program supported Tasmanian businesses undertaking capital works 
as a result of audit outcomes, allowing eligible farm businesses to access half of the cost of the 
project up to a maximum of AUD 20 000. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The program aimed to reduce energy costs to strengthen the profitability and sustainability of farm 

businesses. This supports the government's AgriVision 2050 policy and sets a target for growing the 
value of the agriculture sector in Tasmania. 

The grants were administered through the Tasmanian Government's Department of State Growth. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The On-farm Energy Audit and Capital Infrastructure Grant Program provided Tasmanian farmers 

with matched funding of up to AUD 20 000 to undertake an on-farm energy Audit and/or to purchase 

new energy-saving or energy efficient capital infrastructure. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To eligible Tasmanian small and medium sized agri-farm businesses with a turnover of less than 
AUD 5 million through a grant deed. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total funding under the initiative was AUD 750,000. 

Funding provided during the 2019-20 financial year is summarised in the table below. 

Financial Year Expenditure No. of Firms Industry Sector 

2019/20 AUD 403,097 39 Farm businesses 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program ran over three financial years, with final payments made in 2019/20. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.8  Exploration Drilling Grant Initiative (EDGI) 

 Title of Subsidy 

Exploration Drilling Grant Initiative (EDGI). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Exploration Drilling Grant Initiative is designed to encourage investment and spending on 
greenfield mineral exploration drilling by assisting with direct drilling and access costs. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Program was a key initiative of the Tasmanian Government's Budget. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Cash payments of 50% of direct drilling costs capped at AUD 50 000 per approved project, and up 
to AUD 20,000 to defray helicopter access costs, where required. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To eligible companies or individuals who hold exploration, special exploration or retention licence in 
Tasmania. Grants are competitive and are awarded on the basis of technical merit (as assessed by 

a panel of government, industry and academic representatives). 
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 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total funding under the initiative is AUD 2,000,000. 

Funding provided during the 2019/20 and 2020/21 financial years is summarised in the table below. 

Financial Year Expenditure No. of Firms Industry Sector 

2019/20 AUD 298,744 7 Mining 

2020/21 AUD 302,535 8 Mining 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Financial years 2020/21 to 2021/22. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.9  Screen Innovation Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Screen Innovation Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Screen Innovation Fund is an initiative of the Tasmanian Government to support strategically 
important projects for Tasmania's screen industry sector. 

The Fund is being delivered by Screen Tasmania, through its existing Production Investment Program 
as well as through a new Proof of Concept Production Program and other initiatives that arise from 
time-to-time which meet the aims of the Fund. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Fund was a 2018 Tasmanian Election Commitment, which was subsequently outlined in the 
2018/19 Tasmanian State Budget. Implementation of the Fund was agreed by the Minister for Arts. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Projects funded through the Production Investment Program take the form of equity investment, and 

projects funded through the Proof of Concept Program are grants. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To eligible screen production companies and individuals on application to Screen Tasmania under the 
relevant programs. 
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 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total funding under the initiative is AUD 1,500,000 million. 

Funding provided during the 2019/20 and 2020/21 financial years is summarised in the table below. 

Financial Year Expenditure No. of Firms Industry Sector 

2019/20 AUD 1,000,000 5 Screen Production 

2020/21 AUD 500,000 3 Screen Production 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Fund commenced in financial year 2018/19. As part of its 2021 State Election commitment, the 
Tasmanian Government announced additional funding of AUD 3 million to extend the funding 

program until 2022/23. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.10  Targeted Apprentice and Trainee Grant for Small Business program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Targeted Apprentice and Trainee Grant for Small Business program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Targeted Apprentice and Trainee Grant for Small Business program aims to support a skilled 
workforce in target industries in Tasmania, and increase the number of apprentices and trainees 
employed in small businesses in Tasmania. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The program is an initiative of the Tasmanian Government to stimulate the growth of apprenticeships 

and traineeships in targeted industries. The program will initially be restricted to the following target 
industries: 

• Building and construction 

• Tourism 

• Hospitality 

• Manufacturing 

Grants are administered by the Department of State Growth. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Targeted Apprentice and Trainee Grant for Small Business program provide financial subsidies 

to assist small businesses to employ an apprentice or trainee, and additional opportunities for people 
wishing to gain a qualification under an apprenticeship or traineeship arrangement. 

The total grant payable to approved applicants is AUD 5,000 (2 x AUD 2,500) for each apprentice or 

trainee employed on a full-time basis, and AUD 2,500 (2 x AUD 1,250) for each apprentice or trainee 
employed on a part-time basis. Part-time includes any eligible school-based training contracts. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The grant is paid to eligible Tasmanian employers in two equal payments: 

• Payment 1 is payable 6 months after the commencement of the training contract of the 

apprentice or trainee (once the employment status of the apprentice or trainee has been 
confirmed). 

• Payment 2 is payable 12 months after the commencement of the training contract of the 
apprentice or trainee (once the employment status of the apprentice or trainee has been 
confirmed). 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

AUD 5,000 to employers employing a full-time apprentice or trainee. 

AUD 2,500 to employers employing a part-time or school-based apprentice or trainee. 

Funding provided during the 2019/20 and 2020/21 financial years is summarised in the table below. 

Financial Year Expenditure No. of Firms Industry Sector 

2019/20 AUD 3,226,250 621 

Building and construction 

Tourism and Hospitality 

Manufacturing 

2020/21 AUD 2,677,500 588 

Building and construction 

Tourism and Hospitality 

Manufacturing 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Tasmanian Government committed AUD 7,500,000 million over three years commencing in 

financial year 2018/19. 

In March 2020, the Tasmanian Government increased the allocation to this program by providing an 

additional AUD 2.1 million as part of the Tasmanian Support & Stimulus Package to respond to the 

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The program closed to new applications on 31 December 2021 and was replaced by the Apprentice 

and Trainee Grant for Small Business program. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.11  Accelerating Trade Grant Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Accelerating Trade Grant Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To help Tasmanian businesses to collaborate, expand their presence and introduce Tasmanian 
products and services. 
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 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Program is an initiative under the Tasmanian Trade Strategy 2019 - 2025. The Program was 
approved by the Tasmanian Minister for Trade. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Program provides a grant payment of up to 50% of approved expenses for Tasmanian 

businesses. For the reporting period, the maximum amount provided under any application was 
AUD 10,000; and no more than AUD 10,000 was provided to a single applicant in any one financial 
year. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Grants were provided to Tasmanian businesses meeting the eligibility requirements. Recipients 

represented a range of industry sectors. Payments were made after completion of the approved 
activities and on receipt of satisfactory proof of eligible expenditure, a written report on the activities 
undertaken and outcomes achieved, and a correctly rendered tax invoice. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding provided during the 2019/20 and 2020/21 financial years is summarised in the table below. 

Financial Year Expenditure No. of Firms Industry Sector 

2019/20 AUD 125,560 27 General 

2020/21 AUD 109,446 20 General 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The funding committed is throughout the period covered by the Tasmanian Trade Strategy 
2019-2025. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.12  Trade Alliance Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Trade Alliance Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Trade Alliance Program supports Tasmanian industry associations and regional organisations to 
facilitate collaborative projects whereby multiple Tasmanian businesses build on their competitive 
advantage and/or develop solutions to trade and export challenges. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Program is supported by initiatives under the Tasmanian Trade Strategy 2019-2025. The 

Program was approved by the Tasmanian Minister for Trade. 
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 Form of the subsidy 

The Program provides a reimbursement of 75% of agreed expenses to approved industry 
associations or regional organisations. The minimum grant amount available was AUD 10,000 per 

project, and up to a maximum of AUD 25,000 per project. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Payments were provided to approved Tasmanian iindustry associations and regional organisations 
in two payments: 

• Payment one: 75% of grant funds paid on signing of a grant deed. 

• Payment two: 25% of grant funds paid on receipt of: evidence of eligible expenditure to the 
Tasmanian Government's satisfaction, a written report on the activities undertaken and 
outcomes achieved, and a tax invoice. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Funding provided during the 2020/21 financial year is summarised in the table below. 

Financial Year Expenditure No. of Firms Industry Sector 

2020/21 AUD 96,832 6 General 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Two rounds of the Program were held in 2020/21. The Program is now closed. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.13  Energising Tasmania program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Energising Tasmania program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Train an additional 2500 workers to enable major energy projects and deliver fully subsidised training 
for energy, infrastructure and related sectors. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Under the Energising Tasmania Project Agreement the Australian Government committed to provide 

AUD 16.1 million to the Tasmanian Government to fund fee-free training, workforce development, 
training market development and planning to support the Battery of the Nation and other major 
renewable energy projects and related industries. 

The program will facilitate energy security in the Australian economy as energy systems transition 

towards a greater share of renewables and a reduction in carbon emissions. 
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 Form of the subsidy 

Under the Energising Tasmania Training Fund (fee-free training), registered training organisations 
are subsidised to provide training that meets criteria, including linkage to industry and appropriate 

qualifications. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The recipients are training organisations and payments are made based on commencement and 
completion of training. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The subsidy available for energy and infrastructure related qualifications is identified in a schedule 
to the funding program guidelines. 

Funding provided during the 2019/20 and 2020/21 financial years is summarised in the table below. 

Financial Year Expenditure No. of Firms Industry Sector 

2019/20 0 0 Energy/Infrastructure 

2020/21 AUD 859 851 5 Energy/Infrastructure 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is expected to continue until financial year 2022/23. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

18.14  Building Construction Support Loan Scheme 

 Title of Subsidy 

Building Construction Support Loan Scheme (BCSLS). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Tasmanian Government recognises the important role that the building and construction sector 
plays in the Tasmanian economy and in the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

To support the building and construction sector, the Tasmanian Government has allocated 
AUD 30 million to provide financial assistance to eligible Tasmanian projects that will engage 
commercial construction companies to create new, or improve existing, buildings and associated 

infrastructure and can commence quickly. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The legislative basis is the Tasmanian Development Act 1983. Tasmanian Development and 

Resources (TDR) either approve loans directly or recommend to the Minister for State Growth that 
loans be approved, dependent on the size of the loan. 
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 Form of the subsidy 

Low interest rate loan. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Applications are assessed on a case-by-case basis. Incentive packages are based on an assessment 
of the net economic benefits (for example, increases in employment, increase in investment and 

the introduction of new technologies), the long-term viability of the project and the strategic 
importance of the project to the State. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The subsidy available under the loan scheme is AUD 30 million, with a minimum loan of 
AUD 2 million. There is no maximum loan value. As at 30 June 2021, there were no approved loans. 

Funding provided during the 2020/21 financial year is summarised in the table below. 

Financial Year Expenditure No. of Firms Industry Sector 

2020/21 AUD 0 0 Construction 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Building Construction Loan Program opened for applications on 29 March 2021 and will remain 

open until 30 September 2021 unless closed earlier at the Government's discretion. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

19  VICTORIA 

19.1  Investment Attraction and Assistance Program (IAAP) 

 Title of the subsidy 

Investment Attraction and Assistance Program (IAAP). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

A fund to attract strategic and footloose private sector investment that boosts economic activity in 
Victoria. IAAP supports the delivery of the Victorian Government's broader economic development 

agenda. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The IAAP was announced in the 2016/2017 Budget. As part of the 2019/20 Budget, IAAP was 
transferred as a stream within the overarching Victorian Jobs and Investment Fund. IAAP was 

transferred to the Department of Treasury and Finance on 1 January 2019. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grant. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding for private sector investment attraction is provided to an eligible entity on a case-by-case 
basis. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

See below table for the aggregated expenditure and the estimated number of firms assisted for 

financial years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

IAAP will end on 30 June 2021. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

19.2  The Investment Support Program (ISP) 

 Title of the subsidy 

Investment Support Program (ISP).* 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The purpose of ISP is to assist the Victorian Government to achieve the objectives set out in the 
Victorian Government's International Investment Strategy and associated Victorian Government 
Trade and Investment market plans. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The ISP was launched in 1993. ISP was transferred to the Department of Treasury and Finance on 

1 January 2019. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grant. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding for investment attraction is provided to an eligible entity on a case-by-case basis. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

See below table for the aggregated expenditure and the estimated number of firms assisted for 

financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

ISP is recurrent funding. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

19.3  International Investment Attraction Fund (IIAF) 

 Title of the subsidy 

International Investment Attraction Fund (IIAF). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The IIAF, a stream of the Victorian Jobs and Investment Fund, is a dedicated foreign direct 

investment attraction fund designed to secure private sector investment projects and boost 
economic activity in Victoria. It has a particular focus on FDI high value jobs and innovation intensive 
activities in the priority sectors outlined in the International Investment Strategy. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The IIAF was announced in the Victorian State Budget 2020/21. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grant. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding for investment attraction is provided to an eligible entity on a case-by-case basis. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

On a case-by-case basis. Total expenditure for reporting period not yet available. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

IIAF will end on 30 June 2023. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

19.4  R&D Cash Flow Loans Initiative  

 Title of the subsidy 

R&D Cash Flow Loans initiative. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 
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 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The R&D Cash Flow Loans initiative supports innovative Victorian small to medium enterprises 
(SMEs) to invest in research and development activity to develop the products, services and 

technologies vital to the State's future economy. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The R&D Cash Flow Loans initiative was announced in the Victorian State Budget 2020/21. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Loans. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Victorian SMEs that currently qualify for the Commonwealth Government's R&D Tax Incentive are 
eligible to apply for a loan. Applicants will need to meet all eligibility criteria and initiative objectives 
and receive approved credit assessments to receive an R&D Cash Flow Loan. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The R&D Cash Flow Loans will offer low-interest loans provided between AUD 250,000 and 
AUD 4 million, for a period between 12-28 months. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The R&D Cash Flow Loans initiative will end on 31 October 2023. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

19.5  Reduced Payroll Tax Rate for Regional Employers 

 Title of the subsidy 

Regional employer rate of payroll tax. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To encourage regional employment. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Since 1 July 2017, a lower payroll tax rate has applied to taxable wages paid by regional employers 

to their regional employees. The lower rate and eligibility are proscribed in the Payroll Tax Act 2007. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Regional employers pay a concessional rate of payroll tax. While the general rate of tax in Victoria 
is 4.85%, regional employers paid 2.425% in 2019/20 and 2.02% in 2020/21. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

A business is considered a regional employer if it pays at least 85% of its Victorian taxable wages 
to regional employees (These are employees who perform their services mainly - more than 50% - 

in regional Victoria during any month). 

Regional Victoria comprises 48 local government areas as defined by the Regional Development 
Act 2002 and six alpine resorts of Mt Baw Baw, Mt Buller, Mt Hotham, Mt Stirling, Falls Creek and 

Lake Mountain. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

As above. 

Estimated tax expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

176 183 

 Duration of the subsidy 

From 1 July 2017, ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

19.6  Reduced Payroll Tax Rate for Regional Employers 

 Title of subsidy 

Regional employer rate of payroll tax. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To encourage regional employment. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Since 1 July 2017, a lower payroll tax rate has applied to taxable wages paid by regional employers 

to their regional employees. The lower rate and eligibility are proscribed in the Payroll Tax Act 2007. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Regional employers pay a concessional rate of payroll tax. While the general rate of tax in Victoria 
is 4.85%, regional employers paid 2.425% in 2019/20 and 2.02% in 2020/21. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

A business is considered a regional employer if it pays at least 85% of its Victorian taxable wages 
to regional employees (These are employees who perform their services mainly - more than 50% - 
in regional Victoria during any month). 
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Regional Victoria comprises 48 local government areas as defined by the Regional Development Act 
2002 and six alpine resorts of Mt Baw Baw, Mt Buller, Mt Hotham, Mt Stirling, Falls Creek and Lake 
Mountain. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

As above. 

Estimated tax expenditure 

2019/20 2020/21 

AUD million AUD million 

176 183 

 Duration of the subsidy 

From 1 July 2017, ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

19.7  Sector Growth Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Sector Growth Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Sector Growth Program provides grant funding for projects designed to support the Future 

Industries Sector Strategies to create new jobs for Victorians, drive growth, productivity and 
competitiveness of Victorian firms and encourage collaboration between organisations. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Sector Growth Program is a program under the Future Industries Fund. The Future Industries 
Fund is an election commitment under the State Government's Back to Work plan. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grants. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding is provided to an eligible entity through a competitive process. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Two Streams of grant funding: 

• Stream 1 - up to AUD 100k for scoping, planning or feasibility studies 

• Stream 2 - up to AUD 1m for implementation projects 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

Ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

19.8  Future Industries Manufacturing Program 

 Title of Subsidy 

Future Industries Manufacturing Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The Future Industries Manufacturing Program assists companies that are intending to implement 

new manufacturing technologies in their Victorian operations and that will provide a critical 
foundation for generating local jobs, improving productivity and international competitiveness and 
targeting growth opportunities. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Future Industries Manufacturing Program is a program under the Future Industries Fund. The 

Future Industries Fund is an election commitment under the State Government's Back to Work plan. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grants. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding is provided to an eligible entity through a competitive process. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The program provides grants of up to 25% of eligible project expenditure to a maximum grant of 
AUD 500,000. 

AUD 18 million has been allocated to the program to date. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

To June 2019. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available 

19.9  Local Industry Fund for Transition 

 Title of Subsidy 

Local Industry Fund for Transition. 
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 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The AUD 45.1 million Local Industry Fund for Transition (LIFT) supports investment by businesses 
leading directly to new sustainable jobs in regions affected by the announced closures of the three 

major car manufacturers (Ford, Holden and Toyota) in Victoria. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

LIFT is part of the Victorian Government's Towards Future Industries: Victoria's Automotive 
Transition Plan. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Direct grants. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding is provided to an eligible entity through a competitive process. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The program provides grants of up to 25% of eligible project expenditure, with a maximum grant of 
AUD 2 million. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

19.10  Victorian Renewable Energy Auction Scheme  

 Title of the subsidy 

Victorian Renewable Energy Auction Scheme 2017. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Victorian Government established the Victorian Renewable Energy Auction Scheme to support 
the achievement of the Victorian Renewable Energy Targets. This program was designed to provide 

certainty for the private sector to invest in Victoria's renewable energy industry. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Renewable Energy (Jobs and Investment) Act 2017 legislated the renewable energy targets. 
The Auction scheme is designed to support the achievement of these targets. 
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 Form of the subsidy 

Complex two-way variable payment mechanism based on energy generated by the renewable 
energy facilities and wholesale electricity market prices during each trading interval and a small 

amount of grant payment. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

A group of solar farm & wind farm generators selected via the competitive auction. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The payment structure is commercial-in-confidence. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is effective for 15 years until September 2035. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available. 

19.11  Bulgana Green Power Hub 

 Title of the subsidy 

Bulgana Green Power Hub. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To support the achievement of the Victorian Renewable Energy Targets. This project provided 
certainty for the private investor to participate in Victoria's renewable energy industry. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Renewable Energy (Jobs and Investment) Act 2017 legislated the renewable energy targets. 
The project is designed to support the achievement of these targets. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Complex two-way variable payment mechanism based on energy generated by the renewable 
energy facility and wholesale electricity market prices during each trading interval, along with a 

grant payment. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To the wind farm generator via a two-way variable payment mechanism. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The payment structure is commercial-in-confidence. 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

Effective for 15 years from commercial operations. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available. 

19.12  Renewable Certificate Purchasing Initiative 

 Title of the subsidy 

Renewable Certificate Purchasing Initiative. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Renewable Certificate Purchasing Initiative (RCPI) is a key program under the Victorian 

government's Renewable Energy Action Plan. 

Through the RCPI, the government committed to procuring renewable energy certificates directly 
from new Victorian projects, providing the necessary revenue certainty for the project developers to 
underwrite their projects. 

These projects support the State Government's renewable energy targets and have created 

hundreds of direct jobs and promoted economic development in regional Victoria. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The RCPI was announced in August 2015 as a key initiative under the Renewable Energy Action Plan 
and received AUD 38.7 million of funding in the 2017/18 State Budget. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Through the Renewable Certificate Purchasing Initiative (RCPI), the government committed to 

procuring renewable energy certificates directly from new Victorian projects, providing the necessary 
revenue certainty for the project developers to underwrite their projects. The contracts for certificate 
supply were awarded over two rounds in 2016 and 2017 through competitive tender processes. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Through the RCPI, the government committed to procuring renewable energy certificates directly 
from new Victorian projects, providing the necessary revenue certainty for the project developers to 

underwrite their projects. The contracts for certificate supply were awarded over two rounds in 2016 
and 2017 through competitive tender processes. The successful proponents include two wind farms 
and two solar farms. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Renewable Certificate Purchasing Initiative (RCPI) was announced in August 2015 as an initiative 

under the Renewable Energy Action Plan and received AUD 38.7 million of funding in the 2017/18 

State Budget. 

As one of several initiatives announced in the AUD 146 million Renewable Energy Action Plan, 
AUD 48.1 million was included for renewable energy certificate purchasing, including powering 

Victoria's tram fleet. 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

The RCPI and Solar Trams initiative has received funding for a ten-year duration. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available. 

19.13  Energy Innovation Fund 

 Title of the subsidy 

Energy Innovation Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Energy Innovation Fund supports the commercialisation of innovative, emerging renewable 

energy technologies in Victoria required to meet the net-zero emissions by 2050 target. 

The Energy Innovation Fund aims to bring intellectual property, innovation, local economic 
development, and environmental benefits to the State, local businesses, and communities. These 
are achieved through supporting activities that progress innovative projects in their 

commercialisation continuum, including feasibility/pre-investment studies, front-end engineering 
design, large-scale pilots, and demonstrations. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

In order to support the large-scale energy Transformation in Victoria, it requires a diverse mix of 
emerging energy technologies, some of which are yet to become commercially viable on their own. 

To support the continue development in this sector, the Energy Innovation Fund supports the 
commercialisation of these technologies requires to meet the net-zero emissions by 2050 target. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Competitive grant process, delivered over a minimum of two rounds. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Government provides a grant via a funding agreement to successful applicants. Grant funding 
agreements must be the minimum required funding required for a project to proceed. Total grant 
funding requests must not exceed 50% of the project's eligible expenditure. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

No funding was provided in financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. Any future funding to be released 

is subject to contract terms and conditions. 

Grant payments will vary but are anticipated to be between AUD 2 and AUD 20 million. 
Approximately AUD 90 million in total is available under the Energy Innovation Fund. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Financial years 2021/22 up to 2024/25 subject to finalisation of grant agreements. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available. 

19.14  Zero Emissions Vehicle Subsidy 

 Title of Subsidy 

Zero Emission Vehicle (ZVE) subsidy. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The initiative will provide subsidies to support more than 20,000 Victorians to purchase zero 

emissions vehicles over 4 years. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The ZEV Subsidy program is a part of Victoria's AUD 100 million ZEV Roadmap which is driving a 
range of initiatives to achieve net zero emissions by 2050 and 50% of all new light vehicle sales to 
be ZEVs by 2030. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The ZEV Subsidy program is a AUD 46 million commitment to provide more than 20,000 subsidies 

to Victorians and Victorian businesses to reduce the cost of purchasing a ZEV. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The ZEV Subsidy is available to Victorian residents and businesses with premises in Victoria. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The first round includes 4000 subsidies valued at AUD 3000 for eligible new ZEVs purchased on or 

after 2 May 2021. 

 Duration of the subsidy  

The (ZEV) Subsidy will be available for any eligible vehicle that was purchased on or after 

2 May 2021 for three years or until the subsidies are fully committed, whichever occurs sooner. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available. 

19.15  Solar for Small Business Subsidy 

 Title of Subsidy  

Solar for Small Business subsidy. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2020/21. 
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 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To support the economic recovery of Victorian small businesses and the broader solar sector, 
15,000 solar PV rebates will be available over the next three years. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

This program was funded as part of the Victorian State Budget in November 2020 and was targeted 

towards supporting the economic recovery of Victorian small businesses and creating jobs within the 
solar industry.  

 Form of the subsidy 

Rebates 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

All entities, excluding government organisations, can apply for the rebate. This includes businesses 
operating under a company, trust, partnership, or not-for-profit structure. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Solar for Business rebates will remain at AUD 3,500 until all 5,000 forecasted rebates for 2020/21 
have been fully allocated and will be up to AUD 1,750 thereafter. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

2020 - 2023. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available. 

19.16  Latrobe Valley Economic Facilitation Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Latrobe Valley Economic Facilitation Fund. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The LVEFF is seeking to attract and facilitate business investment into the Latrobe Valley through 

three key "fund streams" supporting: 

• Growing existing businesses – with a focus on business competitiveness and innovation, 
including a focus on existing Latrobe Valley businesses, the small to medium business sector 
(SME's) and supply chains; 

• Investment attraction – helping new businesses to locate in the Latrobe Valley; and 

• Market access – growing the capability and identifying new global markets for products and 
services. 
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 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

AUD 40 million was secured from the 2016/2017 State Budget for the Latrobe Valley Economic 
Development Program (LVEDP), with the AUD 10 million Latrobe Valley Economic Facilitation Fund 

(LVEFF) operational by July 2016. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants are made on a competitive, merit-based basis to businesses based in Latrobe Valley and 
businesses seeking to locate in Latrobe Valley. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Funding is provided against the achievement of key milestones. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

LVEFF has total funding of AUD 10 million. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

LVEFF is a four year initiative and will end by Financial year 2019/2020. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

19.17  Back to Work scheme 

 Title of subsidy 

Back to Work scheme. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

To provide employers financial relief in respect of the costs associated with hiring certain unemployed 
or retrenched workers. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The Back to Work ACT 2015 provides legislative authority. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The Back to work subsidy is paid in two instalments and subject to criteria including whether: 

‐ the employee is from the eligible employee category; 

‐ the employee meets the definition of a unemployed or retrenched worker; 

‐ the employee is continuously employed for 9 months to claim the second instalment. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The subsidy is paid to eligible employers in the form of a cash payment. 



G/SCM/N/372/AUS 
 

- 185 - 

 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The Back to Work scheme has paid out approximately AUD 84 million in total to eligible employers. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Back to Work Scheme has operated since 2016, with a number of new employee categories 
added since the scheme began. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available. 

20  WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

20.1  Marine Stewardship Council Certification 

 Title of subsidy 

Marine Stewardship Council certification. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial year 2019/20. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

To demonstrate WA fisheries are fished and managed sustainably, and to enhance/maintain market 

access for WA commercial fisheries. Specifically, to fund the cost of WA's commercial fisheries (wild 
fishery harvest) achieving the Marine Stewardship Council environmental standard and to provide 

for policy, compliance and research support for the assessments. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Changing worldwide trends of increasing environmental concern about the state of fisheries and the 
potential impact of market access led the WA Government in 2012 to facilitate independent third 
party certification of WA's commercial fisheries. AUD 14.5 million was allocated for the project. Out 

of the AUD 14.5 million, AUD 6.5 million over the four years funded the cost of Conformity 
Assessment Bodies (CABs) undertaking the Marine Stewardship Council assessments. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Government funds the full cost of the independent Conformity Assessment Bodies (CABs) 
undertaking the pre-assessment, full assessment and first annual surveillance Audit. Subsequently 
industry must fully fund the surveillance audits in years 2-4 and the 5 year re-assessment and 

on-going annual surveillance costs. To alleviate the impacts of COVID-19 on fishing businesses, all 
MSC costs for calendar year 2020 were covered by the State Government.  

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

For pre-assessments, the subsidy was provided to the CAB on the approval of the Department. 
Pre-assessments were completed for all fisheries. Full assessments require support of the fishery 
rights holders, that the fishery is considered a high priority for certification, and that the Department 

has the resources available to support the assessment/audit. 

For full-assessments and the first annual surveillance Audit, the subsidy is paid to the CAB 
undertaking the assessment by the State Government on behalf of the fishery client. All payments 

to the CAB require the approval of the fishery client and the Department. 
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 Level of subsidy per unit 

Subsidies for pre-assessments and fishery full assessments vary with the size and complexity of the 
fishery/fisheries and its management, but generally range from AUD 50,000 to AUD 150,000. 

Subsidies for the first annual surveillance Audit range from AUD 10,000 to AUD 20,000. 

To date, the funds paid to CABs to undertake the assessments (pre-and full assessments) and two 
aquaculture stewardship pre-assessments are given below: 

FY Year Contracted funds 

2012/2013 AUD 129,600.00 

2013/2014 AUD 195,350.00 

2014/2015 AUD 317,367.26 

2015/2016 AUD 417,828.67 

2016/2017 AUD 342,983.99 

2017/2018 AUD 68,461.25 

2018/2019 AUD 195,597.13 

2019/2020 AUD 137,984.12 

Grand Total AUD 1,805,172.40 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Financial years 2012/13 to 2019/20. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

20.2  Local Capability Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Local Capability Fund (previously the Industry Facilitation and Support Program). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The purpose of the program is to assist Western Australian SMEs to improve their capability, capacity 
and competitiveness to service major public and private sector markets. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The program was approved by the Minister responsible for the Industry and Technology 
Development Act 1998 and is currently administered by the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science 
and Innovation. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Applicants can claim 75% of approved eligible activity costs.. The maximum amounts to be claimed 

were AUD 100,000. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The grants are paid to Western Australian SMEs as a reimbursement of 75% of approved eligible 
activity costs. Eligible costs include temporary expert assistance for prequalification, improvements 

to internal business infrastructure; and specialist training and plant and equipment. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Up to AUD 100,000. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

20.3  Farm Debt Mediation Scheme 

 Title of subsidy 

Farm Debt Mediation Scheme. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The aim of the WA scheme is to provide primary producers and their financier's access to 
independent professional mediators, allowing early intervention of financial disputes by resolving 
financial problems by negotiation through voluntary mediation. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The Farm Finance Package, announced by the Federal Government in 2014, incorporated a proposal 

for a nationally consistent approach to farm debt meditation. On 18 May 2015, the Western 
Australian Government made a decision to implement a voluntary Farm Debt Mediation Scheme, to 
be administered by the Rural Business Development Corporation (RBDC) and the Small Business 
Development Corporation (SBDC). 

 Form of the subsidy 

Support is provided by subsidising the Farm Debt Mediation services provided to the farm 

businesses. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

No direct subsidy is provided to the businesses. Professional mediation is conducted by the SBDC 
for the RBDC. A Memorandum of Understanding outlines the funding of the mediation services 
between the RBDC and SBDC. Primary producers and the financier's each pay AUD 125.00 for each 

mediation. The subsidisation occurs with the cost of case management per application being up to 

AUD 3,000, which includes professional mediation sessions. These are all provided to the applicant 
by Government at no charge above the initial mediation charge of AUD 125.00 each to the 
businesses involved (Primary Producer and or Financier). 
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 No of applications per unit 

FDMS applications receipt by year Number of applications 

2019/20 6 

2020/21 10 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The program commenced in 2015/2016 and is ongoing. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

20.4  Magnetite Financial Assistance Program 

 Title of the subsidy 

Magnetite Financial Assistance Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The magnetite financial assistance program (the program) was established to assist eligible projects 

in the emerging West Australian magnetite industry. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

The magnetite industry was new to Western Australia, has a high cost structure and competed with 
the lower cost large hematite projects. The industry is also significant to the development of the 
Mid-West region of Western Australia. The program and the guidelines for applicants was approved 

by the West Australian Government in July 2013. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Assistance was initially available over a three-year period spanning from 9 April 2013 to 8 April 2016 

in the form of a 50%, non-repayable rebate of royalties paid on magnetite production. A two-year 
extension of the program was granted to the projects that qualified under the original program. The 
program was extended another 12 months to 31 December 2019, but the assistance was reduced 

to 25% from 1 July 2019 to 31 December 2019. The assistance was concluded on 
31 December 2019. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

To receive the assistance under the program the magnetite had to be mined in Western Australia, 
the project had to have its commercial production of magnetite from Western Australia after 
9 April 2013 and the resource being mined for the project had to be predominantly magnetite. New 

magnetite projects were invited to apply for up to 50% rebate of the royalty paid in the 12 month 
period from the project's first shipment of magnetite. Under the extended program, the projects 

that qualified under the original program continued to receive the assistance until 

31 December 2019, but with reduced assistance of 25% from 1 July 2019 onwards. The assistance 
was concluded on 31 December 2019. 
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 Level of subsidy per unit 

A royalty of 5% of the magnetite value is payable. The financial assistance under the program is 
50% of the royalty that is paid for the relevant period up to 30 June 2019 and 25% from 1 July 2019 

to 31 December 2019. 

 Duration 

1 July 2017 to 31 December 2019. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

20.5  Koolyanobbing Mine Financial Assistance Program 

 Title of the subsidy 

Koolyanobbing Mine Financial Assistance Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

The Koolyanobbing Mine Financial Assistance Program was established to maintain employment in 
regional Australia by ensuring continued operation of the Koolyanobbing Mine and associated 

shipping activities at the Port of Esperance. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

Cliffs Asia Pacific Iron Ore operations (Cliffs) announced in May 2018 that the company intended to 

curtail operations at the Koolyanobbing Mine. The State Government negotiated this financial 
assistance package in associated with Cliffs and Mineral Resources Limited (MRL) in order to maintain 
employment in the region and the Port of Esperance. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The form of the assistance was a AUD 5 million rebate for Cliffs royalties paid in the June quarter of 
2018 and a 100% rebate of royalties paid by MRL from 1 July 2018 onwards. The rebate is capped 

at 30 million tonnes shipped, and limited to 5 years from the date of first export. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The assistance was provided to Cliffs and MRL. Cliffs received a AUD 5 million rebate on royalties 
paid in the June quarter of 2018. MRL receives a 100% rebate of royalties paid on up to 
30 million tonnes of iron ore shipped for up to 5 years from the date of the first export. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

A royalty rate of 7.5% of the iron ore value is payable. The financial assistance under the program 

is 100% of the royalty that is paid for the duration of the program, which is limited to 

30 million tonnes of iron ore or up to 5 years from the date of first export by MRL. 

 Duration 

From the December quarter of 2018 for a maximum of 5 years. 
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 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

20.6  The Co-funded Exploration Drilling Program 

 Title of the subsidy 

The Co-funded Exploration Drilling Program. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy objective and/or purpose of the subsidy 

Aim is to stimulate increased private sector resource exploration, leading to new mineral and energy 

discoveries within the state of Western Australia, particularly in underexplored greenfield regions. 

 Background and authority for the subsidy 

A Western Australian State Government initiative, approved by State Government and administered 
by the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Grants. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

A grant is available to any company or, individual that is successful in a competitive application 
process. Applications can only be for exploration within the State of Western Australia and the drilling 
can only be undertaken on a granted mineral tenement, or petroleum title held by the applicant, or 

where the applicant has written approval for access by the tenement holder. Applications are called 
for twice a year. In each application process (round) responses to technical criteria are assessed and 
marked by independent external assessors (2) with extensive geological knowledge.. Applications 

are then ranked according to total marks gained and grants offered until exhaustion of available 
funding (generally AUD 5 million per round). Payment of grants is only provided when proof of work 
and results are submitted to the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety. The 
application process and monetary refund of grants is bi-annually overseen by an independent 

external auditor for probity and transactional correctness, respectively. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The subsidy is not based on a per unit value. It is a competitive process, where grants are eligible 
for 50% of direct drilling costs, up to capped values depending on the application type. A Single 
deep-hole application is capped at AUD 200,000, a multiple-hole program capped at AUD 150,000, 

and a prospector grant capped at AUD 30,000. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

Program began in 2009 and is currently financed to 30 June 2022. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects. 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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20.7  Fremantle Container Rail Subsidy 

 Title of Subsidy 

Fremantle Container Rail Subsidy. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The subsidy lowers the relative cost of moving container freight in and out of Fremantle Port on rail 

in an effort to increase the rail services mode share, and therefore mitigate some of the negative 
effects of heavy vehicle movements in the metropolitan area. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The subsidy was approved by the Minister responsible for Transport Co-ordination Act 1966 pursuant 
to powers under sections 16 and 63 of the Act, and is administered by the Department of Transport 
(DOT). Subsidy funding is applied for through the formal State Budget process. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Rail freight customers receive AUD 50 per eligible twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU) they move on 

the rail service with an eligible forty-foot equivalent unit (FEU) receiving double the rate of a TEU. 
Eligible Intermodal Containers: 

a) Full Intermodal Containers transported by rail between Forrestfield Intermodal Terminal 

and North Quay Rail Terminal (NQRT). 
b) Full Intermodal Containers transported by rail between Kwinana Intermodal Terminal 

and NQRT. 

c) Intermodal Containers that are filled with hay and are received by rail at NQRT for 
foreign export by ship. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

Payment of the subsidy is guided by a Subsidy Deed between the operator of NQRT and DoT. The 
Subsidy Deed complements the NQRT Management and Operating Agreement between Fremantle 
Port Authority (FPA) and the NQRT Operator. 

The NQRT operator reduces customers' overall freight rail charges by the subsidy amount. The 
State Government then reimburses the rail operator for the subsidy payment retrospectively, that 
is, after the rail operator provides proof of moving an eligible TEU for a rail customer. 

DoT requires the rail operator to submit invoices before making the reimbursement payments. The 
invoices identify what the rail operator is claiming from DoT and must show: 

• the number of eligible containers moved for the rail customer; 

• the subsidy rate per eligible type of container (TEU/FEU); and 

• the total subsidy amount that is passed on to the rail customer. 

The rail operator submits its invoices weekly for payment by DoT; DoT makes payment within 

four weeks of receiving the invoice. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Total subsidy paid was AUD 5.87 million in 2019/20 and AUD 5.86 million in 2020/21. 
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 Duration of the subsidy 

The program is ongoing. Funding has been allocated until Financial year 2021/2022. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

20.8  Payroll Tax Exemption for Wages Paid to Apprentices and Trainees 

 Title of Subsidy 

Payroll Tax Exemption for Wages Paid to Apprentices and Trainees. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

An employer who is subject to payroll tax is exempt from payroll tax for wages paid to: 

• eligible apprentices for the period during which the apprentice is under a registered training 
contract under a training contract registered under the Vocational Education and Training 
Act 1996 and An eligible trainee under a training contract registered prior to 1 July 2019 
under the Vocational Education and Training Act 1996 for the remaining nominal term of 

the training contract. 

The policy objective was to strengthen workforce development through encouraging the employment 
of apprentices and trainees. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Pay-roll Tax Assessment Act 2002 – Western Australia. 

 Form of the subsidy 

Waiver of payroll tax liability on wages paid to apprentices. Wages paid to eligible apprentices are 

not included as 'taxable wages' for payroll tax purposes in Western Australia. In order to qualify for 
the exemption, the following criteria must be met: 

• The employee must be an apprentice under a registered training contract that is for a class 
A or class B qualification (as defined in section 5 of the Vocational Education and Training 
Act 1996 and that refers to the apprentice under the training contract as an "apprentice". 

The contract must be registered with the Department of Training and Workforce 
Development. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

From 1 July 2017 to 30 November 2017 wages paid or payable during an assessment year were 
exempt from payroll tax if the wages were paid by an employer to a person who was an apprentice 

or trainee under a training contract registered under the Vocational Education and Training Act 1996 
Part 7 Division 2. 

From 1 December 2017 to 30 June 2019, the payroll tax exemption was removed for: 

• trainees classified as an existing worker; and 

• new employee trainees whose ordinary wages exceed AUD 100,000 per annum for a full-
time employee or pro rata amount for a part-time employee. 
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From 1 July 2019, wages paid to trainees are not exempt unless the trainee is under a training 
contract registered prior to 1 July 2019. The exemption only applies to the remaining nominal period 
of a training qualification for which a trainee is employed under a training contract. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Payroll Tax – Apprentices and Trainees – Estimated Actuals AUD 62.8 million. 

Payroll Tax – Apprentices and Trainees – Estimated – N/A. 

Note - the tax and royalty expenditures identified are only approximations. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The payroll tax exemption was provided during and by the Western Australian Government. The 
exemption is part of the Pay-roll Tax Assessment Act 2002. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available. 

20.9  Payroll Tax Indigenous Wage Rebate 

 Title of Subsidy 

Pay-roll Tax Indigenous Wages Rebate. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The policy objective of this scheme is to encourage small to medium businesses to employ new 
indigenous employees by providing a full rebate of payroll tax paid in respect of wages paid to new 

indigenous employees over the first two years of employment. 

For the purposes of this scheme a small to medium business is one which pays no more than 
AUD 15 million in total Australia-wide taxable wages. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

Pay-roll Tax (Indigenous Wages) Rebate Act 2012. 

Section 7 sets out the requirements to be considered an 'eligible employer'. Section 8 sets out the 

requirements to be considered an "eligible employee". 

 Form of the subsidy 

Eligible employers may benefit from a full rebate of payroll tax paid in respect of wages paid to 
eligible new indigenous employees. To be able to receive the rebate, employers are required to 
submit an Indigenous Wages Rebate application form which provides details of the wages paid to 

eligible new indigenous. 

 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The Payroll Tax (Indigenous Wages) Rebate Act 2012 provides for the rebate to be paid to employers, 

or grouped employers, with annual Australia-wide taxable wages of up to AUD 15 million, for 
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Western Australian wages paid in the first two years of employment to new indigenous employees 
for whom they also receive a Commonwealth Indigenous Wages Subsidy. 

The employer can only claim the rebate in relation to wages paid to eligible employees. An employee 
is an eligible employee for an assessment year if the employer receives or received an indigenous 

wages subsidy in respect of the new employee. The rebate of payroll tax is only applicable to payroll 
tax paid on wages paid to an eligible employee during the first 24 months commencing on the day 
on which the employee first commenced employment with the employer. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

A rebate of payroll tax paid in relation to eligible indigenous employees which is otherwise taxed at 

a rate starting at 5.5%. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The payroll tax indigenous wages rebate is a scheme that has been in operation with effect from 

1 July 2012. 

The rebate can only be claimed in respect to payroll tax paid on the wages paid for the first two years 
of employment of each new indigenous employee. 

The payroll tax indigenous wages rebate is legislated and is an ongoing scheme available to eligible 
employers. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 

20.10  New Jobs and Skills WA Employer Incentive 

 Title of Subsidy 

New Jobs and Skills WA Employer Incentive. 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The purpose of the incentive is to stimulate growth in traineeships in Western Australia and direct 
State investment into training that meets the State's workforce priorities. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

It was announced that the payroll tax exemption would cease for trainees from 1 July 2019. After 

that date, employers of trainees (and apprentices ineligible for the payroll tax exemption) will be 
able to apply for the Jobs and Skills WA Employer Incentive, provided that they are not eligible to 
receive the Construction Training Fund grant. 

Authority for the scheme is covered by the Vocational Education and Training Act 1996 (WA) - 
Section 9(2)(e). 

 Form of the subsidy 

The scheme will provide incentive payments to employers of apprentices and new entrant trainees 
based on the nominal duration of the training. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The incentive payments will be made to eligible employers of apprentices or new entrant trainees. 

Additional loadings are available for: 

• priority qualifications; 

• Aboriginal people; 

• people with a disability; 

• those who live and work in the regions; 

• apprentices aged 21-30 years. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

The proposed base incentive is AUD 8,500 for a four year apprenticeship and AUD 4,250 for a 
two-year traineeship. The value of the incentive payment is linked to the nominal duration of the 
training (AUD 2,125 per nominal year of training). Additional loadings are available on an additive 

basis for priority groups. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

The Jobs and Skills WA Incentive commenced from 1 July 2019. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects is available. 

20.11  Collie Futures Industry Development Fund 

 Title of Subsidy 

Collie Futures Industry Development Fund (CFIDF). 

 Period covered by the notification 

Financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Policy Objective and/or Purpose of the subsidy 

The purpose of the CFIDF is to provide support for both new and expanding industries in the Collie 
region, in a bid to promote alternatives to coal-related employment. The anticipated outcomes of 
this program include increases in the number and diversity of jobs, improvement in the productivity 
of business and industries, and development of the scale and diversity of the region's economic 

base. 

 Background and Authority for the subsidy 

The CFIDF is part of the wider AUD 20 million Collie Futures Fund, a five year initiative that will 
drive economic diversification and job creation in the Collie region, defined as the area within a 
50km radius of Collie town site. The CFIDF is administered jointly by the South West Development 

Commission and the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation. 

 Form of the subsidy 

The fund is administered via a competitive grants program. Program funds allocated to eligible 
projects are to be matched by a co-contribution of AUD 1 from the proponent for every AUD 1 
funded. A maximum amount of AUD 2 million can be sought by a single proponent. 
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 To whom and how the subsidy is provided 

The funding is to be provided to private sector businesses, local government authorities, industry 
groups, not-for-profit organisations and community groups with a valid Australian Business 

Number (ABN) or Australian Company Number (ACN). Costs to be covered by the funding include; 
development and commercialization, new technology, specific infrastructure, plant and equipment, 
and common-user infrastructure. 

 Level of subsidy per unit 

Up to AUD 2 million. 

 Duration of the subsidy 

1 July 2019 – 30 June 2023. 

 Statistical data permitting an assessment of the trade effects 

No statistical data permitting an assessment of trade effects is available. 
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