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Overview of selected results from
the two Dialogue Surveys

23 November 2023

WTO Secretariat
Trade and Environment Division

Background

* Two Surveys launched by the Dialogue in June 2022 (answers up to
August)

 Factual Report of the Trade-Related Plastics Measures (TrPMs)
Survey INF/TE/IDP/W/11

» Factual Report of the Aid for Trade (AfT) global review and needs
assessment survey INF/TE/IDP/W/12
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Factual Report of the AfT Survey

selected results

How to better reflect plastic pollution in AfT programmes in AfT Global
Review cycles

Suggested improvements to the AT questionnaire to gather more targeted information on AfT
programmes addressing plastics and plastic pollution

Priorities and needs «

Sharing of case technical assistance and As regards the categorisation of existing

Sy ; capacity building rogrammes, generally covering:
studies and domestic programmes specific or prog -9 / ¢

experiences complementary to plastics

; . » pbjective (e.g. research programmeas into
and plastic pollution J g o

alternatives and substitutes to plastics);

+ type of policy and programme;

+ type of plastics targeted {including specific

Specific information polymers and additives),

on existing domestic
programmes

Prior categorisation of
programmes

+ alternatives and substitutes available: and

» services, including access to technologies
targeted at tackling plastic pollution.
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How to better reflect plastic pollution in AfT programmes in AfT Global
Review cycles

Broad range of suggestions on improvements to the AfT review process and how to
improve members engagement on the topic, including:

Priaritise plastic pollution in AT Increase engagement in AfT Increase engagement in the
strategies review exercise Dialogue

Feed Dialogue findings into AT Facilitate links between Dialogue Coherence in trade policy and

review and INC negotiations regulatory design
Monitoring and evaluation Mobilise financial resources South-South cooperation
Training and capacity building  Public platform (e.g. WTO Communication and public
workshops (technical and website) containing good advocacy
nen-technical) for delegates practices of Members

Should stakeholders involved in work on plastics and plastic pollution be

engaged in the AfT discussions? If so, which?
MNon-exhaustive list
Intergovernmental

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm (BERS) Conventions Secrefariat
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on Plastic Pollution [INC) Secretariat
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
Global Environment Facility (GEF)

World Bank Group (incl. PROBLUE fund)

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ)

International Organization for Standardization (IS0)

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
United Nations Development Programme (UNDF)

International Maritime Organization [IMO)

International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL)

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

World Customs Organization (WCO)
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Should stakeholders involved in work on plastics and plastic pollution be

engaged in the AfT discussions? If so, which?
Non-exhaustive list

Regional Civil Society and Multi-stakeholder

Inter-American Development Bank Forum on Trade, Environment, and the SDGs (TESS)

European Investment Bank (EIB) Pew Charitable Trusts

Pacific Regional Infrastructure Facility (PRIF) World Wide Fund for Nature's (WWF)

Oceania Customs Organizations (OCO) World Economic Forum (incl. Global Plastic Action Partnership)
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment International Unlen for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Programme (SPREP) International Institute for Sustainable Development (ISD)

Businesses | Industry

Suppliers of raw materials for the production of plastic products
Manufacturers/pr
End-users or businesses that depend on plastic products

4

s of plastie products

Producers of substitutes and alternatives to plastics and plastic products,
including refill and reuse systems

Industry leaders with highly visible EPR programmes and strong community
presence

What are the subjects that participants have identified for

engaging with stakeholders '—..:‘:’/ WORLD TRADE
. . . QRGANIZATION
lHlustrative list of topics —/

Circular plastic economy Sustainable waste Customs
management requirements

Financing mechanisms Quantitative analyses e.g. Alternatives and
on AT flows and trade substitutes
statistics

Marine plastic pallution Transboundary movement Agricultural plastics
of plastic and waste
management

Health impacts of plastic INC process Industry-led

poliution initiatives

Linking customs/trade data Use and treatment after  Community-based
systems and environmental receipt of plastic products  solutions
data systems
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What are the priority areas in efforts to address trade-related aspects

of plastic pollution
The specific objectives most often referred to in the AfT Survey

Tergroni the ervlrcementally sound ranagesnent, recovery aedd recyding of plastics an

LEE]

Wicrae towards more cinodlar economies of plistics

Desipn arvd | mplement trade polickes to address plastic polution

s heyonoe [
Exparsd tradk In envirorerentally sustainabde and effective sulbstitutes and altematives _ i
Orther, corcldering the whole Me-cycle of plastics _ air

Develop and strengthen Iocal cagacities to prodhace ervdronmendally sustabahle ard effective _ w
suhstitutes and altermatives to sigle4se plastics ’

Encourage collaboeation with the relevant stakeholders through, inter aka, 1he escharge of
krowdzdpe and esperiente relating to the development o and access 1o envirorenentally _ air
sstainabie and eflective Grcludieg costand functionaily effective) substing

What specific needs are required to efficiently implement trade-related policies
addressing plastic pollution
Average score of specific needs for all objectives combined

access to technology NI | 0
technical assistance on policy development  INEEGEG_G——————EEE G0
technical assistance on policy implementation  INEEEEEG— . 11
certification, testing and metrology I 1
customs challenges I .17
domestic private sector engagement I
domestic civil society engagement I .71
financial and investment assistance I
cooperation from exporting/importing members I 11
cooperation fram value chain actors {incl. exporters]  IREEGGG———— . 10
regional cooperation  INEIEG_G— G 7
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What specific needs are required

to efficiently implement trade-related policies

addressing plastic pollution for specific each objective

Specific Support Needed most often referred |average scores)

Miwve towards more circular economies of plastics

-
Improwve the environmentally sound management, recoveny .

and recycling of plastics

Facilitate access to key technologies

.
Expand trade in environmentally sustainable and effective

substitutes and alternatives

Encourage collaboration with the relevant stakeholders

through, inter ofio, the exchange of knowledge and|

experience relating to the development of and access to
erwironmentally sustainable and effective (including cast
and functionally effective) substitutes and alternatives to
single-use plastics

Access to technology (4.83)

Domestic private sector engagement (4.83)
Civil society engagement [4.83)

Regional cooperation (4.83)

8 & @

Domestic private sector engagement (4.83)
Chvil soclety engagement (4.83)
Technical assistance on policy implementation (4.6}

»  Access to technology (5)
» Domestic private sector engagement (4.83)
Civil saciety engagement (4.83)

Access to technology (4.83)
Domestic private sector engagement (4.83)
Civil society engagement [4.83]

Domestic private sector engagement (4.83)
Civil society engagement (4.83)
Cooperation from exporting Members [4.67)

L]

What specific needs are required to efficiently implement trade-related policies
addressing plastic pollution for specific each objective

Specific Support Needed most often referred 'a\mragﬂ scores)

Develop and  strengthen local capacities to  produce
environmentally sustainable and effective substitutes and
alternatives to single-use plastics

-
Cesign and implement trade polices to address plastic .

pallution

Other, considering the whaole lifecycle of plastics

-

Access to technology (4.83)
Demestic private sector engagement (4,83)
Certification, testing and metrology (4.5}

-

Technical assistance on policy development (4.83)
Domestic private sector engagement (4.83)
Civil soclety engagement (4.83)

« Custom training on transboundary movement of hazardous waste including toxic
plastics.

* FRegional Policy that would mandate the banning of non-envirenmentally
acceptable products (MEAP) and regional policy on the mandatory shifting to
alternatives. In addition to the policy, support is needed in establishing sustainable
supply and market of alternatives to plastics.

& Aszistance on certification, testing and metrology for biodegradable goods, as well
as technical assistance on policy implementation {e.g. on post-consumer plastics
control).
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What assistance do Members/Institutions provide to address plastic pollution

Mon-exhaustive list of assistance programmes and actions to address plastic pollution

Australia

IMember/Institution Programme/Initiative Example projects

\Pacific Region Infrastructure Facility (PRIF)

'SPREP funding to build capacity and support Pacific Island Members
ANZPAC Plastics Pact

Pacific Ocean Litter Project (POLF)

CEIRO: Ending Plastic  Australia-Indonesia Plastics Innovation Hub

Waste Mission (with \Plastic Innovation Hub Vietnam
several Members) Mekong Plastics Innovation Alliance (Thailand)
CSIRO: Reducing Plastic Waste in India (+ plastics research project)
Eummn Union SWITCH to Circular Improve practices by MSMEs in develaping Members
| Walue Chains {with in the plastic packaging value chain
! UNIDO, EIB) |
| Pac Waste + project Waste management projects in the Pacific
| Rethinking Plastic Sevan aconomies in East and South-East Asia
rapan MARINE Initiative Warious waste management assistance programmes
[(Osaka Blue Ocean i developing Members
Wision)
‘Asia-Pacific Plastic Waste Capacity building support to customs officers to deal
! |Border Management with illicit cross-border shipments of plastic waste in
i Project (with WCO) 'South-East Asia and neighbouring economies

What assistance do Members/Institutions provide to address plastic pollution

Mon-exhaustive list of assistance programmes and actions to address plastic pollution

Member/Institution Programme/Initiative Example projects

MNorway

Morwegian Development Mo Plastic in Mature (WWF)

Programme to Combat Marine PROBLUE {World Bank)

Litter and Microplastics (~50 GloLitter Partnership Project (IMO and FAD)
programs)

Strengthening capacity of Fllot projects In aver 35 economies
Members to implement the Basel |BRS Plastic Waste Inventory Toolkit
Convention, including the Basal
Convention Plastic Waste
Amendments of 2019
(administered by the BRS
Secretariat)

Marine Pollution Enforcement Project Phase 11 (with INTERPOL)

UNODC-WCO Container Contral Programme
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What assistance do Members/Institutions provide to address plastic pollution
Mon-exhaustive list of assistance programmes and actions to address plastic pollution

Member/Institution Programme/Initiati Example projects

ve
United Kingdom Glabal Plastic Action  [Partnerships in Indonesia, Ghana, Vietnam, Pakistan,
Partnership (GPAP),  |Migeria, India and South Africa e.g. National Flastic
through Blue Plante  |Action Plan (NPAP) in Ghana on a study on the role of
Fund, with the Word  |rade policy in addressing plastic pollution

Economic Forum
{WEF) and others

Sustainable Targeted projects in Sub-Saharan Africa and South
Manufacturing and Asla, including Ghana, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, Kenya,
Environmental Democratic Republic of Congo and Nepal

Pollution (SMEP) {in
partnership with
UMCTAD)

QDA Environmental Quality Pollution

Projects under the Updating {and implementation) of the Technical

Basel Convention guidelines for the identification and environmentally
sound management (ESM) of plastic wastes and for
their disposal

Plastic Waste Partnership (established under the Basel
Convention)

What assistance do Members/Institutions provide to address plastic pollution
Mon-exhaustive list of assistance programmes and actions to address plastic pollution

Member/Institution Programme/Initiative Example projects

United States US fAgency for Enhancing circularity in rapidly urbanizing areas of
International devaloping economies (aim to reduce mated 11
Development (USAID): millian metric tans of plastic that flow into the
Clean Cities, Blue Ocean  |ocean each year)

[(CCBO)

UsalD-Circulate Capital  [Leveraging more than USD 100 millian in

Agreement, backed by private-sector investment strategy to incubate and
multinational corporations [finance companies and infrastructure that prevent
ocean plastic pollution in South and Southeast Asia

SPREP PacWaste Plus
Pacific Ocean Litter Project (POLP)
IUCN Close the Plastic Tap Programme

MARFLASTICCs Circular Economy Grants in Eastern and Southern Africa
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Factual Report of the TrPMs Survey

™, o

selected results

Selected results

Afica

® South and Central America and the Cariolaan
 Commonweskh of ndepandent Stabes (C15]
® M iddle Eaxt

TrPMs )

8
Members

From all regions and mostly

W Least-developed
W Developing

m Devieloped

developing and LID's
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Selected results Number of TrPMs per Year

o

.1}
50

a8

.,_-__._-Ill_ i .

1933 1998 3001 2007 2009 2010 2011 2002 2003 2014 2015 2016 2017 2013 2019 2020 PO21 3022 2023 20235

Typesof TrPM = S —
Objectives pursued

Stagein the Value £Chain Life Cyele

Needs and challenges to Implement

SpecificTrPMs

Mechanisms o assess measure’s

efficiency and targeted results 18
Broad categories of Stage in value chain life cycle
measures

Stage in value chain life cycle

plastic feedstock I
primary plastics H
plastic-based inputs an... _
packaging materials _
waste and scrap _
e

® Support and finandsal programmes
recyeling

® Pricing and Marker Mechanisms

m Sustainability Requirement
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Harmonized type of measures

Technical regulation or specification 129
Ban/Prohibition 83
Confarmity assesment procedure:  ee——————— 37
Import licencas  e—— 34
Internal taxes  —s 13
EPR achemes memm 10
Other environmental requirements s 10
Grants and direct paymants w10
Export licences mem §
Public procurement mm 5
Nen-monetary support =8 4
Tax concessions mm 4
Regulation affecting movement or... = 4
Other measures = 4
Other support measures m 3
Imgort quotas m 2

Objectives most often pursued

waste management (including its trans-boundary... I 101
single-use plastic I 57
rel v T e B
ero-desnizning N ©)
promotion of alternatives and substitutes I 7
chemical, toxic, and hazardous substances management IEEEEGEGG— 50
reuse and remanufacturing IS 30
promotion of waste management and other technologies  IEEEEG—_—— 25
Other NN 3]
Other: food safety s 20
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Harmonized types of products most often targeted

100
a0
BO
il
) i
50
a0
|
ao
| {{ATHRIMI
10
. I.|III|I1-I|- I III Il |,
§§§§§§EEEEEBE'§§”a%s;ggéi §ies®
T C ggRcgg £ B9 pE osggd g
T I SR B -
- i
)
Harmonized types of criteria
mentioned when targeting products
120
100

[ |
_.,\e. .@ gg. & _'- a'—
.;:5- ﬁi’?@ dé WSP' & @“ \q Qdﬂﬁp’ :i‘* -?‘Ph a&é‘g}
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Overview of criteria used by TrPMs to identify
single-use plastic bags

Thickness
(ranges)

< 15 microns

< 25 microns
= 30 microns
< 35 microns
= 50 microns

< Tl microns

=100
microns

Usage (e.q: purpose or capacity)
includes

Designedto camy

+  purchased goods from a business

v goods, matenals or products

+  products and goods that are
defvered to & consumer

Capacity [ volurme | surface density af

+ less than 10 kidlograms, = 53
meters

+  lessthan 25 liters

+ equsl to or greater than G0 gim®

Designed for single-uselshort useful
e or to be “reusable” or used = than

+ 100times

Polymer references

Bio-Based

»  a blend of materials with plant
derived products

Palymars af

+«  ethylene

+ one  Of  monte  crganic
polymenc substances of lange
mebecular waight

«  contalns  as  an
ingredient a high polymer
such as polysthylens
terephthalate, high densiy
polysthylens, ...

Ci-bazed

+  patrcleumn-based material or
Its derivatives

essental |

WORLD TRADE
QRGANIZATION

=/

‘-\—l-"

._=-j
End-of-life propertiesinclude

Bicdegradable or compostable

*  whose composition andlor
charactesnistics do nol allow or
hinder its biodegradability

Made of degradabie plastic often
inchudedin the ban

« il oxo-degradable,
bicdegradable and
campastable materals

consists af polyethylene and
oxo-dagradableimpurities

Types of activities targeted

sale/distribution

consumption

112

31

praduction

impeort
export
TeCovery
postEssion e 5

I T

el

T T T T T T T T T O S SRR L

T N ]

72 TrPMs apply to sale/distribution,
possession {(banned or restricted in thae internal market) + also to
at least production and/or export as well {i.e. restricted internally

for

consumption

andfor .

41 TrPMs explicitly apply sclely to
imports, but not to sale/distribution,
praduction, and/or consumptian,

o measures notified pursuant to

103 TrPMs apply anly to imports, consumption and/or sale and
distribution, but not to export and/or production (at least
explicitly) i.e. could still be produced and exported.

o technical regulations or specifications notified often do not

explicitly refer to production ar exports {and would thus be

classified as applying "only™ to ‘salefdistribution’ in the

survey) but might nonetheless be applicable to all production

in a market.
o Still, out of these 103 TrPMs, anly 56 have been notified to
the TET Committes.
o Only 17 TrPMs explicitly indicate they apply to exports

the Agreement an ILP or to the
QR decision could be expected to
anly refer to imports in their
application.

11 TrPMs are not
aither.

& from SIDS, with the remaining
measures originating from 21
different Members.

25 are applied to wastes, while
the remaining 15 are not

related to
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Types of measures in TrPMs seeking promotion of alternatives and substitutes

Tachnical regulation or specification as
Ban/Prohibition Fi
Conformity assesment procedures  eeeessssss——"—"" 1
Infimal 14 ee——
Grants and direct payments 5
Impost leences  —— 5
Publc procureman . 4
Otheer erwironmantal recuiramant . 4
Dther messure

—
EFE = 3
Mon-spacified support =m
Other support measures =

NOn-monstary support

-

Tax comoessions

B3RS B RS

Types of measures in TrPMs seeking promotion of waste management and other
technologies

Techrical regulation or specification 1
Gramts gnd direct payments &

EPR
TAKEOTIEELICNT  —
Bano a
CNGY MGG — ]
¥ Tupport 3
Puble profuferen] a———
Oiher support measres  Se———
ditarial Tani  —
Cordormity procedunes 2

£l

Challenges and needs indicated for the implementation of TrPMs

domestic private sector engagement NG, =3
arcess o lechrology I 1
technical asistance on policy implementation (e.g. market surveillance] I -
domestic civil socety engagenent I 1
financial and irvestrent assistance NGNS 1
cooperation from value chain actors fincl. exporters]  INEEEEEEI—————— 15
cartification, testing and metrology I 1
customs chalenge: I 11
technical assistants on policy development NG 11
cooperation from exporting members  [INNININEGGGEGE 10
regional cooperation I S
cther N =
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Overview of challenges and concerns expressed through free-text

replies

General challenges/concems

Specific challenges/concerns

Rapid increase in plastic pollution

Negative effects on the [domestic] natural’aquatic
environment

Negative effects on economic sectors such as
fourism or on health

Lack of adequate domestic waste management /

recovery | recyeling infrastructure

Lack of enforcamant

Domestic coordination

Competitiveness and cost-of-living concems

Multi-stakeheolder, public, civic engagement,
including communication strategies

Private secter { [recycling] industry padicipation

Unintended negative impacts on health and

wulnerable populaticns

Access o Internal’external funding/financing
Customs control training, upgrade, adaptation

Absence of international standards

Overview of mechanisms to assess

Entity involved
certifying entities of plastic
bags

concernad Bureaus/units
under the Depariment of
Envirenment and Matural
Resources

Municipalities,
manufacturers, and waste
generaling businesses

Committes established o
address, moniter and
develop plastic poliution
prevention programme

Independent third-party
auditing

efficacy and efficiency of TrPMs

Froducts fully stopped entering the market

Reduction from 283 to B bags/inhabitant/year in 2015

Reduction at the domestic level of the consumption of plastic
bags for containment and fransport of goods and products

Collection and recovery of plastic packaging waste increased
to 3%

Single-use plastic carmrier bags sold has fallen from 7.8 billion in
2014, to 187 milllon in 2021/2022, a reduction of over 87%
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Overview of mechanisms to assess efficacy and efficiency of TrPMs

Targst __ Instrument __[Entity involved Results

B ndustry Domestic Directorate of the  Retailers have donated over E200 milien to good causes from
reports Environment the procesds of the charge
[amount of
plastic waste
handled]
WWaste statistics of plastic tableware disposed Reduction of average annual per capta consumption of single-
at landfil use carrier bags from 140 in 2014 to areund 3 [in 2022]
Register of producers, importers and After 1 year, estimated reduction of 80%, implying at least 650
recyclers of single-use plastics million fewer bags used
Routine and regular monitoring, evaluation  Beach litter data reflects falling numbers found on targeted
and learning (MEL) processes beaches
[[bi-]annual] Reviews [at least every 5 years] Avoidance of delivery of around 4,800 milion plastic
supermarket bags
Ll W Post-implementation review Feduction in volumes of controlled plastic waste imported and
industry: exparted
;:f::::;g““d“g Estimates of future parformance Plastic waste levy rate raised by one woniton leading to waste

: reduced by 0.15%

Compliance rate verification/monitoring Proper disposal and recycling of domestic waste plastics
Analysis of frade-related data for plastic wasie

programmes io educate the public
[Independent third-party] auditing
FProduct stewardship arrangements

THANK YOU
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Suggested improvements to the AfT questionnaire to gather more
targeted information on AfT programmes addressing plastics and plastic
pollution

Sharing of case
studies and
domestic
experiences

Prior
categorisation of
programmes

Sharing of case Specific
studies and information on
domestic existing domestic
experiences programmes

Categories of products promoted by TrPMs

1

18
12
: I
& 5
bidegrasahie plastic] products composishk ek b sourced
led cormen

srgagersnt

ql“‘ ||
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Promotion: Services mentioned by TrPMs and raised in the Dialogue
discussions

* Re-fil and cleaning bottle and other consumer goods containers schemes
» Reusable/refurnable (takeaway food) packaging

« Soclal and environmental impact assessment services
+ Tracking, segregation, traceability and identification services
+ Renting, leasing and other product-service systems

« Labeling, ceriification and conformity assessment services (e.q. regarding commercial
compostability)

* Product eco-design, research and development

* Return and reimbursement systems (e.g. bottle and boxes deposit systems)
+ Upcycling processes

* Researchand development services

+ Post-consumer sorting, disassembly, remanufacturing and recycling services
+  \Waste recavery, collection and management

+ Clean-up services

Promotion: Specific alternative plastics mentioned by TrPMs and raised in
the Dialogue discussions

_“':..j/l WORLD TRADE

ORGANIZATION
.../' RGANIZATI

{marine, naturally, commercially) Biodegradable plastics

Bio-Low Density Polyethylene (Bio-LDPE)
E.Iuplasllcs

Com-based resins
Low-density polyethylene (multiple use)
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What potential sustainable and effective alternatives and substitutes? [Factual
summary of “promotion discussions” INFITE/IDP/RD/88/Rev.1]

Description

1401.10 Bamboos
1401.20 Rattans
Vegetable materials of a kind used primarily for plaiting (for example, bamboos,
1401,90 rattans, reeds, rushes, osier, raffia, cleaned, bleached or dyed cereal straw, and lime
bark); Other [can be used for banana leave]
- Wegetable waxes {other than triglycerides); whether or not refined
. Preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plails =~~~
Cther vegetables prepared or preserved otherwise than by vi frozen

other than products of heading 20.06

Selected results

Specific plastics most often targeted by TrPMs

* Single use plastic products (in general) 97 +  Bottles 20
+ Packaging 94 » (microbeads in) Care products 15
* Wastes and scraps 68 « Film 14
* (single-use) plastic bags 59 + Cotton buds 13
* Tableware 33 + Beverage stirrers 11
+ Food containers 31 «  Plastic lids 11
* (products containing) Recycled plastics (e.g. to ensure  + Sachets 7
food safety) 30 = Tyres &
+ Straws 26 + [plastics componentin} Electronics 6
* Cups 25 * Textiles 5
+ (expanded) Polystyrene 21 = PVC 5

» Fishing Gear 4




