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Statement to the Dialogue on Plastic Pollution and E nvironmentally Sustainable Plastics
Trade(DPFF)

Plenary Meeting — 23 November 2023

Thank vou for giving me the floor,

T our Excellenciez, Dizingmzhed MMembers of the WTO

IvBrname 13 Fonald Steenblik, and [ am spealang on behalf of the Quaker United Nations Office
or QUNO for zhort

First hike others, we commend the DPF's efforts n fostering an incluzive platform for stakeholder
engagement and ackmowledge the substantial work undertaken by the co-facihiators and ztate
sponzors in drafing this mportant document And we appreciate the opporiunity to provide o
perspective on the revized draft MC13 Mimstenal Statement circulated by the Secretanat earlier
thiz week.

In lime with our commitment to social justice and environmentsl zustanability, we wizh to offa
zome consfruchive suggeshions regarding the MC13 Mimsterial §tatement and 1tz accompanying
potential Compilaions Document, paricularly m light of the cufcomes and dizcuzzions from the
third zezzion of the Interg overnmental Negotating Commttee for an International Legally Binding
Instrumenton Plaztic Pollution, or INC-3 for short which took place in Nairobi last wesk

What follows are a few obzervations and suggestions on both the “Pozzible MC13 Statement” and
the “Diraft 1 of Pozzible Complations™ to that statement

In rezpect of trad e in environmentally sound, safe, and effective non-plastic substitutes, and
plastic alternatives, we would ask that any collective encouragement of measures proposed to
encourage or fayour such plazfic subshfutes and alternatives await the deliberaions of the INC,
specifically regarding mmportant defimfions (for example, on oxo-degradable plastcs and bio-
degradable plasfics) and criteria for assessing thew environmentsl performance. This approach will
ensure that actions taken within the DPP framework are aligned with the INC proces: and informed
by the mostup-to-date science and internafional conzensus.
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Relatedly, we think that the Mimztenal 3 tatement could make 1t more clear that the various hsts
m the Compilation Document are not cellectively endorsed but simply reflect mdividual
members” approaches. Our understanding 15 that they are pendng the review and possibk
modification followmg the adoption of the mternational legally binding mstrument on plastic
pelluion.

Transparency 1z alzo a common theme The submiszions fo the INC-3, particularly thos
suggesting monitormg and fracking of types and veolumes of production, imports, and exports of
chemicalz and pelymers uzed m plastic production, as well as related subsidies and other fizcal
meenfives, underscore the need for enhanced ransparency m these areas. Thiz need was also
menticned by several counfries at INC-3, and was lighlirhted in the non-paper circulated by New
Zealand to the process. The DPP could complement this effort by facilitating mital stages of
reporting on subsidies, usmg mechamzms established under the WTO s Agreement on Subsidies
and Countervailing Mieazures. Thiz would support the objectives of the INC process and align with
exizting WIO practices.

In concluzion, QUNO remams dedicated to constructive collaboration within the DPP. We
emphazize the mportance of ahigning the DPF's work with the broader global mifiatve to address
plastic polluton, ensurng that our collective efforts are both effective and responzive to this
cnifical environmentsl challenge.

Thank you for conzsiderng our suggestons and reflecions. We look forward to continung o
engagement and confributing to the success of the DPF's endeavors.



