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EU éxports of used texsiles Fand plastics waste

Lars Fogh Mortensen, European Environment Agency
WTO, 12 April 2024
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Points

EU exports of plastic waste

/ Europain Emirmment Agescy ﬁ

Volume of extra- and intra-EU exports of plastic waste, EU, 2000-2022
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Source: ETC CE Report 2024/2 Drivers of EU plastic waste exports — Eionet Portal (europa.eu) Eurapasn Emirenmant Ageacy ﬁ
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Drivers of EU export of plastic waste

Type of driver or barrier to | Impact on exports Camments

axport of plastic waste [green- fewer exports;
yellow - neutral, or
hard to assess;
red — more ex il

1] Trade bans  and Regulation and bans affecting expert to non-DECD

restrictions by third countries have been shown to have a significant impact

countries on legal trade.

2] Export procedures Enforcement of export procedures is difficult dee to the
cormplex chain of actors, and it is often hard to identify the
waste, which may drive incorrect or illegal trade,

3] Economic drivers {both There are economic reasons to sometimes export plastic

push and pull Factars) waste for recyeling, The combination of several push and
pull factors may drive an increase or a decrease in
EXports,

4) Infrastructure There is currently a great imbalance in the EU between

challengas tha generation of plastic waste and management
infrastructures, this gap may lead to an increase in
Exports.

5] Indirect consequences The circular economy framewaork is among the factors

of the EU circular economy supporting the functioning of secondary raw materials

policy framewark markets. A better intra-EU market may reduce extra-EU
trade, but more circular waste managament may increase
the availability of materials to be exported.

Source: Development based on tatsles in (ETCSCE, 2023; ETC/WMGE, 2019)
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" EU exports of used textiles

o Considerations
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The majority of textiles are made of plastic

Most textiles are synthetic... Global fiber production
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Countries receiving EU exports of used textiles
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Source: Compilation based on datafrom UN Comtrade, accessed 02.10,2022 Eurzpain Evvromment fgusy ﬁ
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Considerations

« Europe have challenges sorting, reusing and recycling used textiles
(and of plastics)

» Millions of people employed in the sorting, reuse and recycling of
used textiles, especially in Asia and Africa

» Negative environment and climate effects of some used textiles
being landfilled, burned or dumped, especially in A

* Regulation of exports need to consider carefully economic issues,
employment, environment and climate issues

Eurspain Emdrosment Agescy ﬁ'
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