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Towards Eliminating
Plastic Pollution By 2040

A Policy Scenario Analysis

Interim Findings

Rob Dellink, OECD Environment Directorate

Business as usual is
unsustainable
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Under business as usual, by 2040

» 70% growth (from 2020) in annual plastics use

* 120 million tonnes (Mt) per year of mismanaged waste

* 30 Mt per year of plastics entering the environment (leakage)

* 60% growth (from 2020) in annual plastics related GHG emissions
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How can policy action ~—

reverse these trends?
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Policy scenarios reflect varying levels of ambition and coordination

Uncoordinated Maderate Global

action alignment ambition

Delayed

ambition

Polcy stimpency @ @&d Ge® o0

Timeline 2040 2040 2040 2060
Limited stringency © | Maderate stringency | significant stringancy
L y .
Rampup from pl’ESEI"I'l| |Gtoba|ambitiun Goals

All scenarios leverage four core levers

Curb production and demand

* Taxes or regulations to disincentivise primary plastics production
* Targeted taxes or regulations on avoidable products

Design for circularity

= Ecodesign criteria and product standards

= Bans on selected 5UPs prone to littering

« Design criteria to substitute away from plastics (where beneficial)

Upstream

Enhance recycling

= Recycled content targets
* Enhanced collection, sorting, and recycling
= Extended Producer Responsibility for packaging and durables

Close [eakage pathways

Downstream

+ |mproved waste collection, sorting and management
= Improved municipal litter management
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Ambitious action requires ambitious resource mobilisation

» Economic costs are 0.5% of global GDP. However, the uneven distribution
requires strong international co-operation on resource mobilisation.

* Need to ensure adequate financing for upgrades in waste collection and
treatment systems, and for the deployment of upstream solutions.

* Investment needs for waste collection and treatment alone are projected
over USD 2.1 trillion (over 2020-2040) globally.

* Need to align all relevant financial flows to the objectives of the treaty.

Key take-aways

1. Business-as-usual is

2. Global ambition could plastic leakage by
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Towards Eliminating Interim Findings,
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Implications of the scenarios — Un-coordinated Action

* Bottom-up, un-coordinated action could slow down growth in plastics use
and lead to some improvements in waste collection and recycling

» However

o Plastic use and waste will still increase by 50% from 2020
o 23 Mt of plastics would still leak annually into the environment by 2040

13

Implications of the scenarios — Mo

* Moderate Alignment of policy approaches with a focus on downstream
interventions in non-OECD countries and ambitious action across the
lifecycle in OECD countries can stabilise primary plastics use at 2020 levels

*» However

o 12 Mt of plastics would still leak annually into the environment by 2040

14
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Implications of the scenarios - Global Ambition

* Globally coordinated ambition action can virtually eliminate mismanaged
waste and leakage.

* It would cut plastics related greenhouse gas emissions by 41% and avoid
75Mt of plastics accumulating in rivers and oceans compared to Baseline

 However

o Greenhouse gas emissions from the plastics lifecycle would remain
unchanged from 2020

o Stocks of accumulated plastics in rivers and oceans would still rise from
152 Mt in 2020 to 226Mt in 2040
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