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NOTIFICATION PURSUANT TO ARTICLE III:3 OF THE 

GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TRADE IN SERVICES 

The following notification, dated 19 March 2018, from the delegation of Tunisia, is being circulated 
to the Members of the Council for Trade in Services. 
 

_______________ 
 
 

1  MEMBER NOTIFYING: 

The Republic of Tunisia 

2  NOTIFICATION UNDER: 

Article III:3 of the General Agreement on Trade in Services 

3  DATE OF ENTRY INTO FORCE: 

1 April 2017 

4  AGENCY RESPONSIBLE FOR ENFORCEMENT OF THE MEASURE: 

The Government of Tunisia 

5  DESCRIPTION OF THE MEASURE: 

Measure: 

Law No. 2016-71 (Investment Law) of 30 September 2016 

Description: 

The new investment law seeks to promote investment and foster business creation and 

development in accordance with domestic economic priorities by, for example: 

- increasing the value added, competitiveness and export capacity of the domestic economy 
and expanding its technology component, regionally and internationally, as well as 
developing priority sectors; 

- creating jobs and promoting a more skilled workforce; 

- achieving integrated and balanced regional development; 

- achieving sustainable development. 
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The new investment law addresses a number of elements tied to the improvement of the business 
climate, including, primarily: 

Market access: 

- Elimination of Investment Commission approval for foreigners in a certain number of 
non-wholly exporting service activities, unless otherwise indicated in the relevant 
sectoral texts. 

- Adoption of a new approach under which administrative silence constitutes approval. 

New government framework for investment: 

Implementation of a new institutional framework for investment, based on: 

- an investment council to define the Government's strategy and programmes with respect to 
investment; 

- a Tunisian investment authority that serves as a single point of contact for investors; 

- a Tunisian investment fund to streamline the granting of premiums and contributions and to 
centralize Government interventions. 

Dispute resolution: 

Adoption of the principle of amicable dispute resolution and the possible use of arbitration. 

6  MEMBERS SPECIFICALLY AFFECTED, IF ANY: 

None 

7  TEXTS AVAILABLE FROM: 

Official Journal of the Republic of Tunisia (Journal official de la République tunisienne), available 
online at http://www.iort.gov.tn. 
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