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_______________
Dialogue on Plastics Pollution and Environmentally Sustainable Plastics Trade
PEW's Intervention – 16 FEBRUARY 2023


Agenda Item 3: Reduction to Tackle Plastic Pollution and Circular Economy for Plastics 
Thank you Chair for the opportunity to speak. The Pew Charitable Trusts appreciates the many informative presentations made today. We would particularly like to echo the Minderoo Foundation on the importance of working on single use plastics and the importance of working with businesses to track their plastics footprint. According to Pew's own research, published with Systemiq in Breaking the Plastic Wave – it is possible to reduce plastic leakage by 80% by 2040 using technologies we have today. This will require a system change approach – there is no silver bullet solution – and the WTO can be an important part of creating this systemic change.
Further, our report shows that Five product types/applications contribute to 85% of all plastic leaking into the ocean today. These product types are: Mono-material films, carrier bags, bottles, sachets/multilayers, (all of which are single use plastics), the fifth type is household goods. 
Reducing single-use plastics will require, in many cases, not just material substitutes but entirely new business models – we need policy incentives to encourage the adoption of alternative materials, but also delivery models, and end-of-life technologies. We hope we can work with the Dialogue to find policies that encourage uptake of these other models using trade policy.
In terms of working with business

Despite the scale of the plastic problem and extent of its impacts, many companies still have a limited understanding and disclosure of their plastics usage, how they contribute to the plastic crisis and their exposure to commercial, legal, and reputational risks linked to their dependence on plastics across their value chains. As a result, decision makers lack clear, comprehensive, comparable plastic-related data across the global economy. Voluntary disclosure on plastics at scale will be critical in bridging this gap.  
Pew is working with the Minderoo Foundation, The Ellen MacArthur Foundation, and CDP (formerly the Carbon Disclosure Project), to expand CDP's global environmental disclosure system to help solve the plastic pollution problem. This expansion will include questions and metrics on plastics, informed by existing frameworks including the Ellen MacArthur and UNEP's New Plastics Economy Global Commitment framework, providing decision makers with clear, comprehensive, and comparable data on the production, use and disposal of plastics across the global economy. 
Our goal is to build a plastics disclosure and reporting initiative that is comparable to carbon. It should inform companies of their plastics footprint, so where possible they can take informed decisions to reduce plastics consumption and create a circular economy for plastics. It should also provide data for finance houses, investors, Governments, policy makers and the public of plastics consumption and usage so that they can make informed policy and investment decisions. 
Our collective ambition is to accelerate a circular economy for plastics, keeping plastics in the economy and out of the environment, restoring the health of our terrestrial, ocean and freshwater ecosystems.  
 Pew is available to discuss these issues further and looks forward to working with you in the year ahead. Thank you.
 
 
 Agenda Item 4: Promoting Trade to Tackle Plastic Pollution
Thank you again for the opportunity to speak and to the presenters from BRS, QUNO, and UNCTAD for sharing their very interesting work. 
The Pew Charitable Trusts would echo the importance of environmentally sound management of plastic wastes. To reference our own work, our analyses in Breaking the Plastic Wave estimated that 22% of global plastic waste is left uncollected; this figure could grow to 34% by 2040 under BAU. Closing the collection gap is one of the most critical interventions needed to achieve a meaningful reduction in plastic pollution.
We also support the conclusions made in the QUNO report on "Package-Less and Reuse Systems". Our own research showed that it was socially, technically, and economically feasible to reduce business as usual plastic consumption by 30% by 2040 before considering switching to single-use substitute materials. This reduction included eliminating over-packaging (leading to an 8% reduction in plastic) and the use of new delivery, such as refill systems, (leading to an 18% reduction in plastic). 
We especially appreciated how QUNO's report looked at how trade measures, including non-tariff measures could support package-less and reuse systems. We consider these to be essential levers to solving the plastic pollution problem and hope we can continue to discuss how best to implement these solutions in the months ahead.
On substitutes and alternatives to plastics – these will be an important part of the solution. Substitutes and alternatives can involve significant economic costs and will still need end-of-life disposal – so substitutes and plastic alternatives should be implemented after reducing levers such as reuse, and new delivery models have been implemented. Substitutes should particularly be used for nonrecyclable items, and items likely to become pollution with high leakage rates.
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