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Technical Guidelines on the ESM of Plastic
Waste

+ COP-6 (2002) adopted decision VI/21 on the “Technical guidelines for the identification and
environmentally sound management (ESM) of plastic wastes and for their disposal”

+ COP-14 (2019) adopted decision BC-14/13 on updating these guidelines, with the establishmentof a
smallintersesslonal working group (SIWG)

+ China, Japanand United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland offered to co-lead the work
+ The SIWG has representatives of arties and other stakeholders, and the support of consultants

+ COP-15 (2022) adopted decision BC-15/10 taking note of the progress made on the update of the
technical guidelines and it underscored the Importance of finalizing the updates in a timely manner.

+ OEWG-13(2023) and COP-16 (2023): further negotiations
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o * ESM of hazardous wastes or

other wastes as “taking all
practicable steps to ensure that
hazardous wastes or other wastes
are managed in a manner which
will protect human health and the
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effects which may result from
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Qutline of the current draft (subject to ongoing
negotiations)

1. Introduction (scope, types of plastics)

. Relevant provisions of the Basel Convention and international linkages
ll. Guidance on the ESM of plastic wastes

Legiclative and regulatory framework
Waste prevention and minimization
Identificationand inventories

+ Sampling,analysisand monitoring

Handling, separation, collection, packaging, and others
Environmentallysound disposal

Health and safety

Emergency response

Awareness and particpation

Annex: Bibliography
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Environmentally sound disposal

1.General considerations
2. Mechanical recycling (covered by R3)
(a) Sorting
(b)Size reduction
(c)Cleaning
(@) Drying
(¢) Thermal melt-extrusion and pelletizing
() Compounding
3. [Physical Recycling] [solvent based recycling] (covered by R3)
4. (Chemical recycling (covered by R3)
5. Energy recovery (R1)
6. Final disposal operations (D5, D10)
7. Specific aspects related to recycling of certain types of plastic wastes
(a) Specifc aspects related to recycling of common types of plastic wastes
(b) Specific aspects related to recycling of other types of plastic wastes
8. Specific aspects related to the disposal of compostable plastic wastes]
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Environmentally sound disposal

7. Specific aspects related to recycling of certain types of plastic wastes
(a) Specific aspects related to recycling of common types of plastic wastes
Specific aspects of recycling of common types of plastic waste (P, PP, PS, ABS, PET,
PG, PVC)

(b) Specific aspects related to recycling of other types of plastic wastes
Specific aspects related to recycling of other types of plastic wastes (cured resins,
fluorinated polymers, biodegradable plastic wastes, textile plastic wastes)

[New Section 8 - Specific aspects related to the disposal of compostable plastic wastes]

This section will provide guidance on the disposal of compostable plastic wastes
together with organic wastes.
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The Basel Convention Plastic Waste Partnership (PWP)
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Project group 2 activities

Project group  on lastic waste collction, recyeing and oher recovery Including inancing and related markets
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projectgroup =

1 Cotecfomatan, bes prctcesand lessons e o improve cobecion, separaton and rcycin systams of plastc
"wte kg roughfsncng schems such s Extendad Producer Rsponsisty (EPR), depol sk schemes ares,fes
and et posible nancl ol fo plastc packagingwaste, agrcuural fims o and o th nplamentaton of sch practces.
an provid an anlyssf hese bt pracice, aking ot accout e frmal s

| i 2 Cobct it on bt pescces and essons s o st upsnd s capacy o ervonmantaly scund
ecycingplas st o5 o0gh nnovatv sproaches n cooperson it vrios sakeholers w3 paclocus o1

- Financig schemes ncucing condions 1o snabl sch schames:

+ Technooges o rcycig. and

© Devloping kst ol weste s o nemeda recycing sep, 5kng o sccout contie’dfnt
Iechiclgoogapicl posibile o ke ccss. il ot egutary chcumsiancesand ifent waste composions

&3 Cotecnfrmaton on bst pracice o gty and voluniary measurs,sconoi. (schrologal 1, and ter
Incanivs forpomoing the e of no-hazardousrcyced i and h developmentof matketsfor oycled lascs and on e

Gl 4 Cotecnormaton o best rscice and ovatetchnolges for sparaing o skinaing hazrdous substsncs fom
Petic wasesdutg sorig and recycing





image12.gif
Project group 3 activities

Project group 3 o transboundary movements of lastc wastes was established b the Plastie waste partnership
working group. Four actvites are foreseen in the workplan of project group 3:
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Third meeting of the
Plastic Waste Partnership working group

Punta del Este, Uruguay

23t0 25 November 2022
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70 in-person and 40 online PWP members sttending
from Basel Parties, regional centres, NGOs and
Industry; 40 delegates staying on for INC-1

Organized incollaboration with the Basel and Stockholm
Convention Regionsl Centre in Uruguay with funding
rom the European Union and Norviay

Objectives:
+ discuss working modaliiesof the PP
+ updates on key developments;

+ track progress i the implementation of projectgroup
workplans;

* updates on the PWP pilt projectprogramme;
+ develop the PWP working group workplan for 2024.25;

* an promote working group cooperation and
coordination
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Marine litter and microplastics -
(Ghana, Sri Lanka)

Plastic-free packaging as a sustainable \

alternative to reduce the use of
single-use packaging

A pilot tointroduce natural packaging
and reduce the use of single-use
plastic has been successfully
faunched in Accra, Ghana in January
2023. Over the next months,
seaweed-based takeaway boxes and
edible water sachets will be testedat

five canteens and shops on the
4 University of Ghana campus.
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Strengthening knowledge and capacity
in Malawi and Zimbabwe

Water sachets are an important source of plastic
waste. This pilot aims to reduce the use of such
plastic sachets by testing the use of
approximately 4 water vending machines. These
will allow customersto refill their water
containers. The water vending machines will be
installed in facilities that are accessible to the
public, while at the same time being located in a
controlled environment (for example shopping
malls).
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National ESM strategy in Ghana- BRS-Norad-1

Technologies applied are appropriatefor the local conditions. In this context key considerationsshould nclude:

+ Waste composition: f plastic waste s collected together with other solld and organic waste, sorting s difficult
and output qualitiesvery much limited. High quality plastic recycling inevitably requires clean and well sorted.
inputstreams

+ Cultural normss n some socialsettings, working with waste is associated with 2 low social prestige even f
activities are demanding and salaries high.In that context it may be diffcult o secure qualiied taff. One
mitigationstrategy might be a terminology based on positively connoted wording such as circular economy”
and “environmentalservices’.

+ Availability of spare parts and maintenance capabilites: igh-tech faclties may have hidden operatingeosts
caused inthe case of equipment falure and maintenance needs. In case spare parts and servicing personnel
have to be broughtin from other countries,costs are likelyto be high and facility down.-times lang.

+ Local raw material demand: A strong demand for secondary raw materials can be a major driving factor for
Investments n recyeling capacities. Such demand can potentialy be stimulated by (voluntary or mandatory)
quotasfor the use of recycled plastics.

+ Technical knowledge and expertie, Investments n technical capacities may also require targeted support and
an be triggered by knowledge transfer, research and developmentand other measures such as PPP-projects
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Thank you for your
attention!

Formore information please
visitus at:
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IDP Pre-Plenary meeting

Outcomes of the 3rd meeting of the Plastic Waste Partnership working
group and technologies/infrastructure required for environmentally
Sound management (ESM) of plastic wastes

16 February 2023

Tatiana Terekhova, Secretariat of the Base, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions
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