	[bookmark: bmkRestricted]
	 

	[image: ]
	

	
	[bookmark: bmkSymbols]IP/N/1/TPKM/26
IP/N/1/TPKM/U/3


	
	[bookmark: bmkDate]9 April 2020

	[bookmark: bmkSerial](20-2806) 
	[bookmark: bmkTotPages]Page: 1/2

	[bookmark: bmkCommittee]Council for Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights
	[bookmark: bmkLanguage]Original: English



IP/N/1/TPKM/26 • IP/N/1/TPKM/U/3

- 2 -

IP/N/1/TPKM/26 • IP/N/1/TPKM/U/3

- 1 -

[bookmark: _GoBack]NOTIFICATION OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS
UNDER ARTICLE 63.2 OF THE TRIPS AGREEMENT
[bookmark: bmkNotifyingMemberName1][bookmark: BMKTITLE1]The Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu: 
Trade Secrets Act
	Notifying Member
	[bookmark: bmkNotifyingMemberName2]THE SEPARATE CUSTOMS TERRITORY OF TAIWAN, PENGHU, KINMEN AND MATSU

	
Details of the notified legal text


	Title
	[bookmark: bmkTitle2]Trade Secrets Act

	Subject matter
	[bookmark: bmkTopics]Undisclosed information

	Nature of notification
	[bookmark: bmkNatureOfNotification1][X]	Main dedicated intellectual property law or regulation
[bookmark: bmkNatureOfNotification2][  ]	Other law or regulation

	Link to legal text[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Links are provided to texts of laws and regulations notified under the TRIPS Agreement in the form supplied by the Member concerned; the WTO Secretariat does not endorse or revise their content.] 

	[bookmark: bmkNotifiedDocumentLink]https://ip-documents.info/2020/IP/TPKM/20_1886_00_e.pdf 
https://ip-documents.info/2020/IP/TPKM/20_1886_00_x.pdf

	Notification status
	[bookmark: bmkNotificationStatus1][  ]	First notification
[bookmark: bmkNotificationStatus2][  ]	Amendment or revision to notified legal text
[bookmark: bmkNotificationStatus3][X]	Replacement or consolidation of notified legal text(s)

	Previous notification(s) referred to
	[bookmark: bmkPreviousNotifications]IP/N/1/TPKM/U/2

	Brief description of the notified legal text

[bookmark: bmkDescription]This amendment introduces a "confidentiality order for prosecutorial investigation" system to strengthen protection of trade secrets during investigation proceedings. A person who violates a confidentiality order shall be liable to imprisonment for a maximum of three years. The new law will prevent trade secret leak during investigation, increase corporations' willingness to file a lawsuit, and enable prosecutors to effectively and quickly conclude their investigations. This amendment also increases protection of foreigners' trade secrets, so as to attract foreign investment and boost business development. For example, an unrecognized foreign juristic person may file a complaint, initiate a private prosecution, or institute a civil lawsuit.


	Language(s) of notified legal text
	[bookmark: bmkAttachmentLanguages]English, Chinese

	Entry into force
	[bookmark: bmkEntryIntoForceDate]17 January 2020

	Other date 
	[bookmark: bmkOtherDateDate]Adoption: 15 January 2020

	
Notification details


	Submission date of notification 
	[bookmark: bmkSubmissionDate]6 March 2020

	Other information 
	[bookmark: bmkOtherInformation]Please refer to the website of the Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) of the Ministry of Economic Affairs to get more information about the Trade Secrets Act.

Website: 			http://www.tipo.gov.tw
Contact email address: 	ipogp@tipo.gov.tw


	Agency or authority responsible
	[bookmark: bmkContactInformation]Ministry of Economic Affairs
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