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NOTIFICATION PURSUANT TO ARTICLE III:3 OF THE
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TRADE IN SERVICES

The following notification, dated 5 July 2022, from the delegation of Thailand, is being circulated to Members of the Council for Trade in Services.

_______________


MEMBER NOTIFYING:
Thailand
NOTIFICATION UNDER:
Article III:3 of the General Agreement on Trade in Services 
DATE OF ENTRY INTO FORCE:
1 December 2021
1.1  Duration: 
Indefinite
AGENCY RESPONSIBLE FOR ENFORCEMENT OF THE MEASURE:
The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (the NBTC)
DESCRIPTION OF THE MEASURE:
Measure: 
Notification of the NBTC on Criteria and Procedures of Radio Frequency Authorization for Broadcasting Services B.E. 2564 (2021).

Description:
The Notification of the NBTC on Criteria and Procedures of Radio Frequency Authorization for Broadcasting Services B.E. 2564 was issued to facilitate the transition of broadcasting service to be authorized by licence for the first time in Thailand. According to the clauses concerning the transition of broadcasting service of the Broadcasting and Television Business Act B.E. 2551 (2008), the transitory provisions, which have been terminated on 3 April 2022, only permitted the government agencies, state enterprises, and other government organizations to use frequencies to operate broadcasting services business. In that period, private broadcasters were classified as trial broadcasters pending for licensing system.

In accordance with the Notification, the two categories of radio broadcasters, including non-radio broadcasters, and newcomers, have equitable access to the broadcasting market by means of auction, or any other means as specified in the Notification depending on the types of licences, which promote fair competition in the radio broadcasting industry in Thailand. The Notification is applied to a juridical person under Thai laws and regulations.

MEMBERS SPECIFICALLY AFFECTED, IF ANY:
None
TEXTS AVAILABLE FROM:
Office of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (the NBTC)
87 Phaholyothin 8 (Soi Sailom), Samsen Nai, Payathai, Bangkok 10400
Tel: (+66) 22670 8888
https://www.nbtc.go.th
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