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NOTIFICATION PURSUANT TO ARTICLE III:3
OF THE GENERAL AGREEMENT
ON TRADE IN SERVICES

The following notification, dated 21 June 2013, from the delegation of Colombia, is being circulated to the Members of the Council for Trade in Services.
_______________
1  MEMBER NOTIFYING
Colombia
2  NOTIFICATION UNDER
Article III, paragraph 3, of the General Agreement on Trade in Services
3  DATE OF ENTRY INTO FORCE
Decree No. 0834 entered into force on 24 April 2013
3.1  Duration
Indefinite

4  AGENCY RESPONSIBLE FOR ENFORCEMENT OF THE MEASURE
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Colombia (Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
5  DESCRIPTION OF THE MEASURE
Decree No. 0834 establishing a new immigration regime in Colombia repeals Decree No. 4000 of 1994 in its entirety and further simplifies the visa system. The main changes include the following:
 The new regime provides for only three types of visa (business, temporary and residence) whereas the former regime provided for six types.
 A system for "Permisos de Ingreso y Permanencia" (PIP) ("Permits to enter and stay in Colombia") has been established, which authorizes foreign visitors who enter Colombia without the intention of permanently residing there and who do not require a visa, to stay temporarily in the country.
 The new regime makes it possible to apply for any visa (or change of visa) while already in the country. Previously, applicants requesting their first work visa could only do so from outside the country, and there was no option to change from one visa status to another (e.g. from tourist to business).
6  MEMBERS SPECIFICALLY AFFECTED, IF ANY
None
7  TEXT AVAILABLE FROM
"http://wsp.presidencia.gov.co/Normativa/Decretos/2013/Documents/ABRIL/24/DECRETO%20834%20DEL%2024%20DE%20ABRIL%20DE%202013.pdf"
__________
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