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NOTIFICATION of regional trade agreement
	1.
	Member(s) notifying: 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama (the Republics of Central America), and the Republic of Korea

	2.
	Date of notification: 15 April 2021

	3.
	Notification pursuant to
[X] Article XXIV:7(a) of GATT 1994
[X] Article V:7(a) of GATS
[bookmark: Paragraph4][ ] Paragraph 4(a) of the Enabling Clause

	4.
	[bookmark: PartiesAgreement]Parties to the Agreement:       
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama (the Republics of Central America), and the Republic of Korea

	5.
	[bookmark: SignatureDate]Date of signature:       
21 February 2018 (Free Trade Agreement between the Republic of Korea and the Republics of Central America)

	6.
	Date(s) of entry into Force:  
1 October 2019 for Honduras and the Republic of Korea, 
1 October 2019 for Nicaragua and the Republic of Korea, 
1 November 2019 for Costa Rica and the Republic of Korea, 
1 January 2020 for El Salvador and the Republic of Korea, 
1 March 2021 for Panama and the Republic of Korea

	7.
	Brief description of the Agreement: 
The Agreement establishes a free trade area for trade in goods and services within the meaning of GATT 1994 Article XXIV and GATS Article V. The Agreement contains initial provisions and general definitions, provisions on national treatment and market access for goods, rules of origin and origin procedures, customs procedures and trade facilitation, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to trade, trade remedies, government procurement, investment, cross – border trade in services, financial services, temporary entry for business persons, telecommunications, electronic commerce, intellectual property rights, labor, environment, transparency, cooperation, competition policy, institutional provisions, dispute settlement, exceptions, and final provisions. The Agreement establishes a Joint Commission, which has authority regarding the implementation, interpretation, modification, and amendment of the Agreement and the settlement of disputes under the Agreement.

	8.
	Text and related schedules, annexes and protocols are:
[bookmark: Submitted][ ] submitted to the WTO Secretariat (electronic format)
[X] available from the following official Internet link(s): 
Republic of Korea: https://www.fta.go.kr/main/situation/kfta/lov5/c_america/1/
Republics of Central America: 
Costa Rica: http://www.comex.go.cr/tratados/corea/texto-del-tratado-1/
El Salvador: http://infotrade.minec.gob.sv/corea/textos-en-idioma-en-espanol/
Nicaragua: https://www.mific.gob.ni/Comercio-Exterior/Negociaciones-Comerciales/Acuerdos-Comerciales-Internacionales-Vigentes/Centroamérica-Corea
Honduras: https://sde.gob.hn/2017/08/17/tlc-korea/
Panama: https://mici.gob.pa/tratados-comerciales-vigentes/tratado-de-libre-comercio-entre-la-republica-de-corea-y-las-republicas-de-centroamerica
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