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Commission A held on Thursday, 24th July,
1947, at 3.30 p.m. in the Palais des
Nations, Geneva.
Chairman: H.E. Erik Colban.

1. Article 37 - General Exceptions' to Chapter V.
Proposed new paragraph.

The Commission continued its discussion

of the proposal to- add a seoond paragraph, containing certain
provisions formerly appearing in Article 25.

The Delegate for

Norway stated he was prepared to accept the date proposed by
the Delegate for the United States, namely 1 January, 1951, as
the date by which measures instituted' under these provisions •
should be removed if inconsistent with the other provisions of
Chapter T.

This date was accepted by the Commission.
It was decided that thé new provisions,

instead of comprising a second/paragraph, should be established
as Part II of the single paragraph of the Article, so that these,
as wel.l as the provisions already contained in (a) - (1), should
be subject to the general preamble.

The text was then approved

as follows:

"' ." '

"Part II, (a) Essential to the equitable distribution
among- the several consuming countries
of products in short supply, whether
such products are owned by private
interests or by the Government of any
Member ;
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(b) Essential to the control of prices by
a Member oountry undergoing shortages
subsequent to the war;
(o) Essential to the orderly liquidation of
temporary surpluses of stocks owned or
controlled by the government of any
Member, or of industries developed in
any Member country owing to the
exigencies of the war which it would
be uneconomic to maintain in normal
conditionsj provided that suoh measures
shall not be instituted by any Member
after the day on which this Charter
enters into force except after consultation with other interested Members
with a view to appropriate international action.
Measures instituted or maintained under Part II
whieh are inconsistent with the other provisions of
Chapter V shall be removed as soon as the conditions
giving rise to them have ceased, and in any event not
later than 1 January, 1951, provided that this
period may, with the concurrence of the Organization,
be extended in respect of the application of any
particular measure to any particular product by any
particular Member for such further periods as the
Organization may speoify."
Sub-paragraph ( g),

It was reported to the Commission that the

Sub-Committee on Articles 25 and 27 had reoommended the transfer
of paragraph S(f) of Article 25 to Article 37 as suggested by/
the United States delegation in document W.208, and that the
Czechoslovak delegation had accordingly proposed in document
W.252 a revised wording of sub-paragraph (g). The Moiabers oJ
the Commission preferred the text given by the Czechoslovak
delegation in W.252 to the revised version in W.252 Rev.l.
Sub-paragraph (e) was adopted in the following form:
"(g) Necessary to secure compliance with laws or
regulations which are not inconsistent with the
provisions ,of Chapter V, such as those relating
to customs enforcement, the enforcement of
monopolies operated under section E of this
Chapter, the protection of patents, trade marks
and copyrights, and the prevention of deceptive
practices."
It was agreed that the reference in the
above sub-paragraph to Section E of Chapter V might require

