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1 In each of the Committee’s recent meetings, the Chairman has pointed out that many WTO
Membershave not yet notified the Secretariat of their National Notification Authority and their Enquiry
Points. The United States has also expressed concern that the majority of the membership does not
appear to be using the notification process, as required under Annex B of the SPS Agreement.

2. The United States wishes to stress again that full implementation of the transparency and
notification provisions of the SPS Agreement is afundamental WTO obligation. It isdisturbing that,
more than two years after the entry into force of the WTO, implementation of this abligation remains
incompl ete.

3. We appreciate the information the Secretariat has compiled for the Committee on this issue.
Unfortunately, this information confirms that 76 Members have not yet identified their Nationa
Notification Authority and 44 Members have not identified their SPS Enquiry Points.

4, Under the SPS Agreement, Members have accepted an obligation to notify any sanitary or
phytosanitary trade measure that is not substantially the same as, or that is applied in the absence of,
acorresponding internationd standard, guideline or recommendation. However, 85 Members (two-thirds
of the membership) have not yet notified a single SPS measure.

5. TheUnited Statesisaware of anumber of SPSmeasureswhich appear to fall within the meaning
of Annex B, paragraph 5 of the SPS Agreement, but which have not been notified to the WTO.
Examples which the United States has recently brought to the Committee’s attention include:

- France has banned the importation of pet food that does not meet certain processing
requirements. Thismeasureisnot based onaninternational standard. Aswasdiscussed
in the Committee’ s seventh meeting, this measure has not been notified to the WTO.

- Venezuela has banned the importation of poultry products from countries that have
reported instances of non-pathogenic avian influenza (Al). This is not based on an
international standard. Venezuela has not notified this or any other SPS measure.

6. These and other exampl esthat have been brought to our attention by interested traders, indicate
that many Members also may not yet have established the institutions and procedures needed to ensure
full compliance with the transparency and notification provisions of this Agreement. If technical or
other constrai ntshavedel ayedimplementation of theseprovisions, Membersshould bring such problems
to the immediate attention of the Secretariat.

7. The United States recommends that the Committee request the Secretariat to contact each of
the Members that have not yet identified their Notification Authority or Enquiry Point prior to the
Committee's next meeting, in order to ascertain when those Members intend to comply with this
obligation. Wereguest that the Secretariat report theresults of thesecommunicationsto the Committee.





