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NOTIFICATION

1.
Member to Agreement notifying:  CANADA
If applicable, name of local government involved:       

2.
Agency responsible:  Canadian Food Inspection Agency

3.
Products covered (provide tariff item number(s) as specified in national schedules deposited with the WTO; ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable).  Honeybees   Regions or countries likely to be affected, to the extent relevant or practicable:  United States

4.
Title and number of pages of the notified document:  Proposed Honeybee Importation Prohibition Regulations, 1999 (pages 222-226)

5.
Description of content:  The Health of Animals Act controls the importation of animals into Canada in order to prevent the introduction of diseases which pose a threat to human health and safety or could seriously affect Canada’s agricultural industry.

This regulation extends the present prohibition on the importation of honeybees from the mainland United States (US) until 31 December 2004. The importation of honeybees from the United States has been prohibited since 1987, when varroa mite was first found in that country. The following developments in the United States were considered when the decision to extend the prohibition was taken: the fact that almost 100 per cent of US colonies are infested with varroa mites, the possibility that varroa mites in the United States are now resistant to the only treatment available (fluvalinate), the identification of a new disease, the parasitic mite syndrome, thought to be carried by the varroa mite, and the introduction of a new pest, the small hive beetle (Aethina tumida). In addition, the possibility of importing honeybees that have the aggressive characteristics of africanized honeybees has also become an issue.

6.
Objective and rationale: [   ] food safety,  [ X ] animal health,  [   ] plant protection,

[   ] protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease, [   ] protect territory from other damage from pests      

7.
An international standard, guideline or recommendation does not exist [ X ].

If an international standard, guideline or recommendation exists, give the appropriate reference and briefly identify deviations:       

8.
Relevant documents and language(s) in which these are available:  Canada Gazette, Part I, 22 January 2000 (Available in English and French)

9.
Proposed date of adoption:  Not stated.

10.
Proposed date of entry into force:  Not stated.

11.
Final date for comments:  21 February 2000
Agency or authority designated to handle comments:  [   ] National notification authority, [ X ] National enquiry point, or address, fax number and E-mail address (if available) of other body:       

12.
Texts available from: [   ] National notification authority, [ X ] National enquiry point or address, fax number and E‑mail address (if available) of other body:       
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