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The following communication, dated 26 April 2004. is being circulated at the request of the Delegation of the European Communities.

_______________

Processing conditions for animal by-products of fish origin and products derived therefrom not intended for human consumption, HS 2301 and 2309: ICS: 65.120 

Regulation (EC) No.1774/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 October 2002 laying down health rules concerning animal by-products not intended for human consumption (Official Journal L273, 10/10/2002 pp.1-95) notified in G/SPS/N/EEC/103 (24 November 2000) established conditions to ensure that the products imported from a third country are of a hygiene standard equal, or equivalent to the standards applied by the European Communities.  Annex V to this Regulation provides for a specific "Method 6" designed for the processing of materials of fish origin, but the processing parameters are missing. 

· Thereafter the Scientific Steering Committee has issued a number of opinions
 addressing the safety of animal by-products - including fish - and according to those opinions, the risk of transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs) arising from animal by-products of fish origin is negligible. 
· In addition, at its meeting of 26 February 2003, the Scientific Committee on Animal Health and Animal Welfare adopted a report
 on the use of fish by-products in aquaculture. 


Based on this scientific advice, the European Commission considered it appropriate to lay down the requirements for the processing of animal by-products of fish origin as well as the different processing methods for materials likely to contain high or low numbers of pathogens, excluding bacterial spores. 


Part (1) of the annex to the draft regulatory proposal notified hereby (Document SANCO/4708/2003 Rev. 6 "Draft Commission Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards processing of animal by-products of fish origin and commercial documents for the transportation of animal by-products" provides the parameters for Method 6 of Annex V to Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002.
__________

� The opinions and reports are available from � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/ssc/outcome_en.html" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/ssc/outcome_en.html� 


relevant to this proposal are 


� HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/ssc/out354_en.pdf" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/ssc/out354_en.pdf�; � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/ssc/out352_en.pdf" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/ssc/out352_en.pdf�; 


� HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/ssc/out228_en.pdf" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/ssc/out228_en.pdf�


� HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/ssc/out219_en.pdf" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/ssc/out219_en.pdf�


� Available from � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/scah/out87_en.pdf" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/scah/out87_en.pdf�
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