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agreement reached by a member with another country or countries
on issues related to technical regulations, standards
or conformity assessment procedures

Notification

Under Article 10.7 of the Agreement "Whenever a Member has reached an agreement with any other country or countries on issues related to technical regulations, standards or conformity assessment procedures which may have a significant effect on trade, at least one Member party to the agreement shall notify other Members through the Secretariat of the products to be covered by the agreement and include a brief description of the agreement." The following notification under Article 10.7 has been received.
	1.
	Notifying Member: Switzerland

	2.
	Title of the bilateral or plurilateral Agreement: Organic Equivalence Recognition Exchange of Letters

	3.
	Parties to the Agreement: Switzerland, United States of America

	4.
	Date of entry into force of Agreement: 10 July 2015

	5.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading): Certified Organic Agricultural Products

	6.
	Subject matter covered by the Agreement (technical regulations, standards or conformity assessment procedures): 
United States Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (OFPA) (7 U.S.C. §§ 6501 et seq.) United States Department of Agriculture's Organic Regulations under the National Organic Program (NOP) (7 CFR part 205).
Swiss Ordinance on Organic Farming and the Labelling of Organically Produced Products and Foodstuffs (910.18) and Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Research (EAER) Ordinance on Organic Farming of 22 September 1997 (910.181) and its regulations (hereinafter "Swiss Organic Ordinances").

	7.
	Brief description of the Agreement:

A Swiss product may be sold, labeled, and represented as organic in the United States if it is: 1. Certified organic to the Swiss organic ordinances; 2. Either grown in Switzerland, produced in Switzerland, or a product for which final processing or packaging has occurred in Switzerland; 3. For any wine product, produced and labeled according to the USDA NOP regulations; and, 4. For livestock products or livestock products used as ingredients in any product covered under this Paragraph, derived from animals not treated with antibiotics.

A U.S. product may be sold, labeled, and represented as organic in Switzerland if it is: 1. Certified organic to USDA NOP regulations; 2. Either grown in the United States, produced in the United States, or a product for which final processing or packaging has occurred in the United States; and, 3. For any wine product, produced and labeled according to the Swiss organic ordinances.

	8.
	Further information available from:
http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop 
http://www.blw.admin.ch/themen/00013/00085/00092/index.html?lang=en 
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