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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: United States of America
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2):  

	2.
	Agency responsible: Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), Department of Agriculture (USDA) [939]
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above:
Please submit comments to:
USA WTO TBT Inquiry Point

Email: ncsci@nist.gov

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [   ], 2.10.1 [   ], 5.6.2 [   ], 5.7.1 [   ], other: X

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Beef carcass - Meat, meat products and other animal produce (ICS 67.120)

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: United States Standards for Grades of Carcass Beef (2 pages, in English)

	6.
	Description of content: The Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) of the Department of Agriculture (USDA) is seeking public comments on revising the United States Standards for Grades of Carcass Beef. USDA is requesting comments concerning, but not limited to, the beef yield grade standard and carcass maturity. The current standards do not adequately reflect the genetic and production changes that have taken place in the cattle population since 1965 when a cutability or yield grade standard was first adopted. In 1997, the maturity requirements were changed to improve uniformity and consistency. Since that time, research has indicated that carcasses from fed steers and heifers less than 30 months of age, based on dentition, should be classified "A" maturity for grading purposes even though the skeletal maturity characteristics of "B" or older may be present. Industry and other groups have discussed the possibility of changing the grade standards for carcass beef with AMS.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Establishment of a uniform system of beef quality attributes to provide information to aid consumers with their purchase decisions as well as buyers and sellers in establishing uniform terms of sale.

	8.
	Relevant documents: 79 Federal Register (FR) 48112, 15 August 2014; Title 7 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 36

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption:   To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force:   To be determined 

	10.
	Final date for comments: 13 November 2014

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [ ] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-08-15/html/2014-19309.htm 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-08-15/pdf/2014-19309.pdf 
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