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Addendum

The following communication, dated 9 May 2011, is being circulated at the request of the delegation of the United States. 

_______________

TITLE:  Energy Conservation Program: Test Procedures for Fluorescent Lamp Ballasts

AGENCY:  Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (OEERE), Department of Energy (DOE)

ACTION:  Final Rule

SUMMARY:  The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) issues a final rule amending the existing test procedures for fluorescent lamp ballasts at Appendix Q and establishing a new test procedure at Appendix Q1.  The amendments to appendix Q update a reference to an industry test procedure.  The new test procedure at Appendix Q1 changes the efficiency metric to ballast luminous efficiency (BLE), which is measured directly using electrical measurements instead of the photometric measurements employed in the test procedure at Appendix Q.  The calculation of BLE includes a correction factor to account for the reduced lighting efficacy of low frequency lamp operation. The test procedure specifies use of a fluorescent lamp load during testing, allowing ballasts to operate closer to their optimal design points and providing a better descriptor of real ballast performance compared to resistor loads.  If DOE determines that amendments to the fluorescent lamp ballast energy conservation standards are required, they will be issued or published by 30 June 2011, and use of the test procedures at Appendix Q1 will be required on the compliance date of the amendments.  Until that time, manufacturers must use the procedures at Appendix Q to certify compliance.

DATES:  The effective date of the final rule is 3 June 2011.  After 31 October 2011, manufacturers may not make any representation regarding fluorescent lamp ballast efficiency unless such ballast has been tested in accordance with the final rule provisions in Appendix Q.  The incorporation by reference of certain standards in this rulemaking is approved by the Director of the Office of the Federal Register as of 3 June 2011.

URLs: 

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2011/2011-10704.htm
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2011/pdf/2011-10704.pdf
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