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Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade


NOTIFICATION

The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6.

1.
Member to Agreement notifying:  FRANCE
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2):      

2. 
Agency responsible:
Ministry of the Interior




Directorate of Civil Defence and Safety




Place Beauvau




75800 PARIS Cedex 08

Agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 

3. 
Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ X ], 2.10.1 [   ], 5.6.2 [   ], 5.7.1 [  ], other:       

4.


Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading.  

ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable):  


-
Structural elements;


-
suspended ceilings;


-
doors;


-
partitions;


-
valves;


-
outlets;


-
ventilators.



5.


Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document:  Decree on the Fire Resistance of Building and Construction Products and Elements (139 pages) 

6. 
Description of content:       

7.


Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable:  The purpose of the draft text is to define the methods and procedures used to prove the fire resistance of building products and elements, as well as the arrangements for the transition to European testing methods.  The testing methods are necessary for application of fire safety regulations in buildings.


The text has 14 technical annexes which set out the testing methods, approved methods of calculation (including those resulting from application of EURCODES at the national level), together with the specification for thermal action and criteria used for classification.

8.


Relevant documents:  This text has been drawn up for the following three reasons:


1.
To clarify and ensure the transparency of testing procedures carried out by approved laboratories so as to grant automatic renewal when performance certificates expire and so ensure that competition among industries is fair. 

8.
Relevant documents (cont'd):


2.
To define the conditions for the transition to European standards (see in particular Articles 30, 31 and 32), especially for products covered by the "construction products" Directive.


3.
To introduce new ways of ensuring fire resistance, notably through calculations;  this aspect not only concerns the standardized thermal programme but also other thermal action.

9.


Proposed date of adoption:  May 1999

Proposed date of entry into force:  

     

10.


Final date for comments:  End of April 1999     

11.


Texts available from:  National enquiry point [   ] or address, e-mail and telefax number of the other body:
Ministry of the Interior



Directorate of Civil Defence and Safety



Place Beauvau



75800 PARIS Cedex 08

./.


